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Join us for our Community Zoom Seder  
on Sunday, March 27 

What Makes Your    
Passover Seder  

Special and Unique?  
 

Join us in our Zoom Room 
on Monday, March 22 at 

8pm  
 

An Evening of Learning 
From Each Other!  

 

Members of our congregation 
will share their favorite family 

traditions as we prepare for 
our Seders.  

 

Email Rabbi Yaffe at  
rebyaffe@gmail.com to let him 
know that you would like to 
participate in this exciting 

program.  
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Click here for  
Cantor Shronôs  
Recordings  
of all of the  
Passover Songs 

 
Click here 
for an 
online 
Haggadah 

Passover 
2021 

https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLb8Xhx6_kk1o1BqMNSMd6ztEMpLwZ5H28
https://www.dropbox.com/s/to12fxffm0kwhce/Haggadah%20Zoom%202021.ppsx?dl=0
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Fri., March 5 Kabbalat Shabbat Service    6:00 p.m. 
  Shabbat Across America Program   7:00 p.m. 
 
Sat., March 6 Shabbat Morning Service     9:30 a.m. 
  
Fri., March 12 Kabbalat Shabbat Service    6:00 p.m. 
 
Sat., March 13 Shabbat Morning Service     9:30 a.m. 
 
Fri., March 19 Kabbalat Shabbat Service    6:00 p.m. 
  Birthdays and Anniversaries Celebrated 
 
Sat., March 20 Shabbat Morning Service     9:30 a.m. 
 
Thrs., March 25 Siyyum Bechorim     7:15 a.m. 
 
Fri., March 26 Kabbalat Shabbat Service    6:00 p.m. 
 
Sat., March 27 Shabbat Morning Service     9:30 a.m. 
 
Sun., March 28 Pesach Services Day I    9:30 a.m. 
   
Mon., March 29 Pesach Services Day II    9:30 a.m. 
   
Tues., March 30 Chol HaMoed Pesach Service    9:30 a.m. 
 
Fri., April 2 Erev Shabbat/7th Day of Pesach Service 6:00 p.m. 
 
Sat., April 3 Shabbat/7th Day of Pesach Service   9:30 a.m. 
  Erev 8th Day of Pesach Service   8:00 p.m. 
   
Sun., April 4 8th Day of Pesach Service    9:30 a.m. 
  Yizkor Memorial Service  11:30 a.m. 
 
Fri., April 9 Kabbalat Shabbat Service    6:00 p.m. 
 
Sat., April 10 Shabbat Morning Service     9:30 a.m. 
 
Fri., April 16 Kabbalat Shabbat Service    6:00 p.m. 
   
Sat., April 17 Shabbat Morning Service     9:30 a.m. 
 
Fri., April 23 Kabbalat Shabbat Service    6:00 p.m. 
  Birthdays and Anniversaries Celebrated 
 
Sat., April 24 Shabbat Morning Service    9:30 a.m. 
  
Fri., April 30 Kabbalat Shabbat Service    6:00 p.m. 
 
Sat., May 1 Shabbat Morning Service    9:30 a.m. 

Shabbat Candle Lighting 
 

March 5 5:32 pm April  2 7:02 pm 

March 12 5:40pm April 9 7:10 pm 

March 19 6:48 pm April 16 7:17 pm 

March 26 6:55 pm April 23 7:25 pm 

  April 30 7:32 pm 

Schedule of Services 
 

Daily Evening Minyan 
SundayðThursday @7:30 pm 

 

Sunday Morning Minyan @ 8:45 am 
 

Sat. Evening Havdalah/Maariv  
1 hour after Shabbat Candle Lighting 

From The Rabbi 
 

Just before we were freed from slavery in Egypt and became a 
nation, God spoke to Moses and Aaron and told them to create a 
new calendar with the month in which our liberation occurred to be 
the first of the months that would begin a new year.  Then, specific 
rituals were assigned to specific days of this month.  We read the  following in 
the Book of Exodus, chapter 12 verses 16 to 20: 
 

You shall celebrate a sacred occasion on the first day, and a sacred       
occasion on the seventh day; no work at all shall be done on them; only 
what every person is to eat, that alone may be prepared for you.  You shall 
observe the Feast of Unleavened Bread, for on this very day I brought your 
ranks out of the land of Egypt; you shall observe this day throughout the 
ages as an institution for all time.  In the first month, from the fourteenth 
day of the moth at evening, you shall eat unleavened bread until the twenty
-first day of the month at evening.  No leaven shall be found in your    
houses for seven days.  For whoever eats what is leavened, that person 
shall be cut off from the community of Israel, whether he is a stranger or a 
citizen of the country.  You shall eat nothing leavened; in all your         
settlements you shall eat unleavened bread. 

 

The importance of setting aside specific days on a calendar throughout the year 
for specific activities became a defining aspect of Jewish identity.  In the book 
of Ecclesiastes we learn that there is indeed a time and a season for everything 
under the sun.  A large part of being Jewish is to sanctify the passage of time 
by knowing what season it is, what month it is, what day it is and even what 
day of the month it is.  Being aware of time in this way, enables one to feel and 
embrace the uniqueness of whatever time or season it is.  
 

Each time and season on the Jewish calendar has itôs own unique character.  
The time in which we are in, is the prelude to Passover which is defined by the 
attention we give to getting the leaven out of our lives so that we can fulfill the 
clear directives in the biblical passage that I quoted above.  
 

From sundown on Saturday, March 27, until sundown on Sunday, April 4 it is 
forbidden for Jews to eat, own or derive benefit from chametz. Chametz is any 
food or beverage that contains wheat, barley, oat, spelt or rye that has come 
into contact with moisture and allowed to leaven or ferment. We may be aware 
of this prohibition, but what is it all about?  Why is staying away from        
chametz so important.  What relevance does this have for my life or my Jewish 
identity? 
 

To answer these questions, I turn to our Rabbinic tradition.  The Rabbis      
identified leaven with the evil inclination, the urge that gives rise to           
wrong-doing. Philo, the great philosopher once said, ñJust as leaven is banned 
because it is puffed up, we must ban self righteousness that puffs us up with 
false pride.ò By removing the leaven from our homes and from our lives, we 
symbolically express our desire to liberate ourselves from the corrupting      
influences which make us subservient to our passions and evil impulses. Thus, 
Pesach is not only a time to recall and celebrate our freedom from Egyptian 
bondage, but it is also a time to rejoice in our ability to free ourselves of those 
elements from within us that enslave. 
 

There are four steps to follow for the complete removal of chametz prior to 
Pesach. The first step is Bedikat Chametz, the ceremonial search for leaven. 
The search is conducted by the light of a candle or a flashlight on the night 
before Pesach. (This year, because Pesach begins on Saturday night, Bedikat 
Chametz will take place on Thursday night) By this time the house should 
have been thoroughly cleaned and little piles of chametz placed around the 
house to be found during the search. When Bedikat Chametz has been         
completed the following formula is recited: ñMay all leaven in my possession 
which I have not seen or removed be regarded as mere dust of the earth.ò This 
is the second step in the removal of chametz and is called Bitul Chametz. The 
third step is Biur Chametz, the burning of chametz. The fourth and final step in 
getting the leaven out is Mechirat Chametz, the selling of chametz. Not only is 
it forbidden to eat chametz for the 8 days of Passover, but it is also forbidden 
to own any chametz. For details on Mechirat Chametz, see page 11. 
 

The careful observance of the Passover holiday and all of its rituals 
adds a very special dimension to our lives and helps in the               
concretization of many important values. As we continue to navigate 
these unprecedented times that have robbed us of so many of the     
freedoms for which we yearn, may we draw strength from the wisdom 
of our tradition and be successful in getting the crumbs out of our 
lives. 
 

From our home to yours, Carrie and I extend out wishes for a Chag 
Sameach VôKasher, a happy, healthy, safe and kosher holiday. 

Rabbi Gordon Yaffe 

5ƻƴΩǘ CƻǊƎŜǘΗ 
{ǳƴŘŀȅ aŀǊŎƘ мпǘƘ 

aƻǾŜ /ƭƻŎƪǎ !ƘŜŀŘ hƴŜ IƻǳǊΗ 
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Presidential Matters 
by Mitchell Stein 

 

One Year Anniversary 

Letôs play the word association game.  When I say 
the word right, I immediately think of the word left.  When I say the 
word up, I immediately think about the word down.  When I say the 
word anniversary, I immediately think of the word happy. 

As I thought about my answers in greater detail, I was wondering if 
my last answer was on target.  I know that this December 7th will 
be 80th anniversary of the bombing of Pearl Harbor.  This            
September 11th will be the 20th anniversary of the devastating       
terrorist attack and destruction of the World Trade Center and   
closer to home, this spring will mark the 4th anniversary of my   
parents passing away. 

March 2021 will make the one year anniversary when a small group 
of Congregation LôDor VôDor leaders, the Rabbi and Audi         
unanimously made a decision to temporarily lock our front 
doors.  The sole intent of this decision was to insure that we keep 
all of us healthy and safe. 

When I look at what this Shul has done this past year (with our 
doors locked), we not only survived, but we thrived.  So many   
members, along with our Rabbi and Cantor and our Office Manager 
and Custodial Staff have kept us operating without missing a step. 

We have expanded our religious services to include services 7 days 
a week.  By utilizing technology, we have even greater attendance 
at our weekly Shabbat services on Friday night, Saturday morning 
and Saturday evening for Havdalah.  We offer a daily minyan    
service and we have never had to cancel even one service due to 
lack of attendance by our membership. 

We have upheld our high regard in our greater community.  We   
continued to partner with other synagogues in important virtual    
programs including: Yom Hashoah, Kristallnacht and the Israeli 
Day Parade.  We also participated with other community houses of     
worship with our traditional Thanksgiving service.  We continue to 
provide goods and services along with financial support to some 
local organizations that help those who are experiencing extremely 
difficult times. 

I am proud of our leaders and committee chairs.  Our Ritual      
Committee works closely with Rabbi Yaffe to ensure all the above 
services and holidays run smoothly.  The House Committee is      
keeping our building functioning in a clean, germ-free and safe    
environment.  Our Sisterhood and Menôs Club are offering quality 
programs.  Our Membership Committee is running events, reaching 
out to all of us and keeping each member engaged with the         
synagogue.  They just recently held a Membership/New Member 
Shabbat service that welcomed our newest members into our      
synagogue family.    

I would like to be in the sanctuary and hear the cantor putting his 
heart and soul into his chanting.  I would like to be in the sanctuary 
listening to the Rabbi and not listening to unmuted congregants  
during the services.  I would like to take the corner of my tallis, 
touch the Torah and kiss the tzitzit as the Torah passes by me    
before and after the weekly reading.  I would also like to shake your 
hand and schmooze with you one-on-one at Kiddush and have a 
cookie with someone I did not know before.  I know these will all 
come back again. 

Strangely, at this one-year anniversary I can honestly say that I am 
happy.  I am happy for all that we have done.  I am happy for our 
accomplishments.  I am happy that we continue as a congregation 
and move forward as if this disease never occurred.  I am happy 
that our congregational family members have stayed with us and 
have actively participated in all that we are providing.  I am happy 

to be a member of this community! Happy Anniversary. 

From The Cantor 
Dear Congregational Family, 

Letôs just say it has been an interesting few months for 
your Cantor. A broken ankle, a surgery, lots of       
uncertainty and frustration, a beautiful two-tiered Bar 
Mitzvah in our family, a spectacular Purim celebration 
in our community...and, as youôve probably heard by now, a 3-day  
hospital stay due to Coronavirus. 

Yup. After escaping it for about a full year, it got me. 

The experience began innocently enough, as I began feeling mild   
shortness of breath. Not much longer after my diagnosis, however, a 
very difficult breathing experience emerged. Out of an abundance of 
caution, my doctor wanted to run some tests in the hospital, so off I 
went... never planning to stay for more than a few hours. 

Well, the doctors had other ideas, and to make a long story short, I was 
admitted. For the next three days, I was poked, prodded, tested, and 
treated to the finest medical care this side of the Hudson River. And 
yes, some of the experience was undeniably scary and tense. Despite 
endless calls and texts from family and friends, I was all alone... and it 
was a long 72 hours. 

Left alone with my thoughts, all I could think about were the horror 
stories I had been reading about all year. My situation didn't seem so 
dire...but it WAS frightening. Would it get any worse? Was I a ticking 
time bomb? Then there was my elderly roommate in the bed next to me. 
Though he didn't speak much English, it was clear he'd already been in 
the hospital a while, with slim prospects for release anytime soon. 
Could I share a similar fate? 

By day #3, the staff thankfully determined that my breathing had 
reached a point where I could rest more comfortably at home than at the 
hospital, so off I went into the welcoming arms of my wife and kids. 

And now? Yes, my lungs are still recovering, and small movements can 
sometimes set me off on a short coughing spree. Overall, however, I'm 
very comfortable while sitting still, and very, very happy to be home. 
As of early March, I feel like a return to normalcy will undoubtedly 
arrive in a few days. I'm also in frequent contact with our                 
INCREDIBLE community pulmonologist Dr. Alan Fein, who has   
kindly been taking very good care of me. 

For just about a year, we've been hearing about Coronavirus on a 24/7 
loop every single day. We know how many have it, how many died 
from it, how we should prevent it, how it's affecting every single aspect 
of society, and how its days are - hopefully - numbered. But until you're 
sitting in a hospital bed not knowing what's going to happen to you, I've 
got to say that it's really, really hard to understand. 

We humans like to believe we know everything, though time in and 
time out, we quickly discover how much we DON'T know. Here we 
are, about to begin a SECOND observance of Passover under           
lockdown. Did we EVER expect to still be here in 2021? Time and time 
again, our Jewish heritage reminds us that everything can change on a 
dime. The good times can suddenly go dark, and the bad times can  
instantly become incredible. Life brings unbelievable challenges and 
successes, and the best we can do is roll with the ups and downs. 

What other choice do we have? 

Sure, it has certainly been a rough time for me lately. However, it has      
become VERY clear to me that those with a warm community behind 
them are much better equipped to take on the complexities of lifeôs 
challenges.  I cannot thank this community enough for its abundance of 
warmth, love, encouragement, and dedication. Thank you to Carrie and 
Rabbi Yaffe and to our incredible Bikur Cholim Committee and       
Sisterhood, for your sincere love and for taking care of our family yet 
again.  

Wishing you and your family a quick and painless vaccination, and may 
our eventual emergence from this pandemic signify the freedom and 

miracles that are so much a part of our annual Passover season. Chag 
Sameach Vôkasher ï a joyous and kosher Passover! 
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Outreach and Recruitment Committee 
by Paul Sacker 

 

The best way to make a shul community grow is to attract new   
members.  As soon as the pandemic began, Congregation LôDor 
VôDor continued services, classes, and special events 7 days a week 
without a break.  This was made possible by our Rabbi and Cantor 
using virtual technology to reach people in their homes, including 
many beyond our local neighborhood. More amazingly, our shulôs 
efforts attracted several new members by just doing what we do   
daily.   
 

Building from this effort, our Outreach and Recruitment Committee 
formed to develop strategies to attract unaffiliated Jews to check out 
our daily programs.  The committee includes Rabbi Yaffe, Cantor 
Shron, Marjorie Goldstein, Ellen Charlop and Paul Sacker.  
Our Mission/Vision Statement is as follows: 
 

Mission Statement:  
We are a special committee engaged in reaching out to unaffiliated 
Jews in our local area and beyond by advertising our extensive     
offerings of services, classes and events.   It is our goal to attract 
new people to participate in all that we have to offer with the hope 
that they will begin to support our shul with donations and           
ultimately become members of our synagogue family.   

  
Vision Statement:  

Our shulôs membership and popularity within the  
community will increase. 

 

Our very first project is a banner that will be placed on the front 
lawn of the shul alerting people that we are nurturing a Jewish com-
munity with daily activities with an invitation to  ñBE A PART OF 
IT!ò   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Other ideas we are working on include flyers for distribution,       
networking with Jewish organizations to advertise our activities, and 
arranging streaming access for assisted living/nursing homes. 
 

We would like your help as well!  We believe that every member of 
Congregation LôDor VôDor has an important responsibility to try to 
recruit new congregants.  Most of us know a friend, relative, or 
neighbor who is not currently affiliated with a shul.  In casual       
conversation, let them know about the many activities they can join, 
many of which are of a secular or non-religious nature. Direct them 
to the ñWhatôs Happeningò page of our website at olnjc.org.  Tell 
them we have something for everyone.  Do not limit yourself to     
locals.  With our virtual platform, even people from out of state can 
participate! 
 

Just think, if each member could attract one other person, we 
could potentially double the membership of our congregation in 
a year! 
 

We welcome other interested people to join our committee as well.  
Please contact me at RandallCarter8100@gmail.com if you have any 
suggestions or would like to be a part of this exciting effort. 

 

Vice President of Membership 
by Karen Popowsky 

 

ñWhat a difference a day makes, twenty four little hoursò, sang       
Dinah  Washington in her 1959 Grammy award winning song. Letôs 
update that to  ñwhat a difference a year makes, eight thousand seven 
hundred sixty little  hours!ò. Forgive me if my math is slightly off 
(math is not my strength) but  WOW! It is a year since our wonderful         
Congregation LôDor VôDor decided to  temporarily suspend in-person 
services due to the growing COVID 19  pandemic. I remember       
returning home from Purim services on March 9,  2020, needing to 
pack last minute items for my March 10 trip to Florida  and (literally) 
at the eleventh hour, cancelling my JetBlue flight to Fort  Lauderdale. 
And the rest is history.  

Actually, the rest is Congregation LôDor VôDor! As a congregation, 
we  pulled together in Zoom rooms. Many of us/you had never     
experienced  Zoom, yet now it is that place where we ñmeetò. It is 
that place that allows  us/you to ñseeò friends with whom you might 
not be able to congregate. It  is that place that allows us to join classes 
led by Rabbi Yaffe, Cantor  Shron, and members of our congregation. 
It is that place to have book,  movie and current events discussions, 
play Trivia Bowl and share dinner in  break out rooms. Shabbat    
services, Sunday morning services and evening  services are in the 
Zoom room.  

As March ñcomes in like a lion and goes out like a lambò, I 
am optimistic that this is truer in 2021 than it was in 2020. As we/you 
emerge  from the cocoons we have been in during this past year, it is 
safer for us to  consider meeting friends to walk, dine , visit, etc. The 
Membership  Committee meets once a month to plan events such as 
the Super  Membership Shabbat this past February. While we are not 
planning our  annual dance party, we can consider a walking club, an 
outdoor  community scavenger hunt or something we havenôt even 
thought about.  Maybe YOU can make a suggestion for our           
congregation that our  Membership Committee can put in action. 
Please donôt be shy! As days get longer and warmer, letôs reach out 
and go outside to stretch our  legs and our imaginations that continue 
to bring members of Congregation  LôDor VôDor together.   

As the month of March comes in with Adar and goes out with     
Nisan,  we will be celebrating Passover.  

On behalf of the Membership Committee ( Eileen Baker, Jerelyn   
Cohen,  Elaine Fleischman, Joan Kase, Harriet Spilkevitz, Debbie 
Stoll and Carrie  Yaffe) I wish you and your families a Sweet and 
Healthy and Happy  Passover. 

The Gabbai Needs 
Your Hebrew Name! 

Please Send This Form Into 
 The Synagogue Office 

Or Go To https://www.olnjc.org/HebrewName 
 

English Name: _____________________________________        
 
Hebrew Name:_____________________________________ 
 
Fatherôs Hebrew Name: ______________________________      
 
Motherôs Hebrew Name: _____________________________ 

mailto:RandallCarter8100@gmail.com

