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The 2019 Pollak Lecture
Sunday, November 17 at 7pm
Featuring:

Seth Davis

Executive Director, IsraAID US

IsraAID
Monday, Nov. 25
7:00 p.m.
Hosted by:

Zion Episcopal
Church
243-01 Northern Blvd.
Douglaston, NY 11363

Israel’s largest humanitarian relief organization that
has given aid to over 2 million people in 52 countries
ISRAAID’S VISION
We provide people affected by
crisis and displacement with safe
and equal access to opportunities,
information and quality services;
and live in an environment where
their dignity, rights and safety are
respected, protected and fulfilled.

The Lessons of Kristallnacht For Today
“The world will not be destroyed by those who do evil,
but by those who watch them without doing anything.”
Albert Einstein
Kristallnacht, or in English, “crystal night”, is more appropriately translated as “the night of broken glass” which took place on November 9th, 1938. In
prewar Germany, citizenship and virtually all legal rights of Jews were systematically eliminated. As part of the process of “ethnic cleansing”, a Polish
Jewish family by the name of Grynszpan was expelled from Germany on November 7th. The son of the Grynszpan family, Hershel Grynszpan, was living
with his uncle in Paris at that time and was frustrated by what appeared to him to be a lack of any response by the rest of the world to this systematic
dehumanization of the Jews. In protest, Hershel went to the German embassy in Paris and shot a diplomat by the name of Ernst von Rath. Hitler responded
to the news by ordering his party operatives to organize pogroms throughout Germany and Austria. He directed the local police to do nothing to stop the
attacks on the Jews or in any way protect their lives, synagogues or businesses.
By the morning of November 10, the rioting Nazis had destroyed thousands of Jewish homes and businesses, and they had set fire to 191 synagogues, the
centers of Jewish social and spiritual life, in every part of Greater Germany. Fire departments were instructed not to put out the fires but merely to stand by
and make sure that adjacent property did not go up in flames. Although the exact figure is not known, it is likely that anywhere from 1,500 to 3,000 Jews
died as a result of the violence and 30,000 others were afterward sent to concentration camps. Two days later, the German government fined the Jewish
community one billion marks for “property damaged in the rioting.” Thus began the Holocaust.
There were many non-Jewish Germans who were distraught by these events yet said or did nothing. There were millions around the world that heard and
read about the events and were upset by what took place. Yet, no one raised a voice denouncing what happened and the lack of reprimand only further
emboldened those promoting the hate and violence. As Albert Einstein, an eye witness to the start of the Holocaust, observed in his quote above, the lack of
response to Hitler’s actions was even more destructive than the actions themselves.
There were good people who for many reasons were bystanders – they passively looked on without trying to stop the events taking place. There are many
reasons people react as bystanders – psychologists cite 2 main reasons: Diffusion of responsibility – when there are many people witnessing an event, there
is less pressure on each person to “help” or get involved – the feeling is generally that “someone else will take care of it”. Correct social behavior – when
others are not reacting, it is a cue to the observer that that is the correct way to respond. In the case of Kristallnacht, we can probably also add fear of the
government mandated mobs in Germany and Austria.
Does this apply in any way to our present world or is Kristallnacht ancient history? Sadly, the human race seldom seems to learn from the past.
In the here and now there are numerous groups of people – entire countries, entire religious minorities – whose lives are threatened by violence and
starvation. The Syrian refugees, the Guatemalan refugees and the estimated 500,000 Rohingya refugees from Myanmar are just three current examples of
peoples displaced by violence and hate. The reaction of the USA after Kristallnacht was to severely limit the number of refugees entering the USA – even
refusing entry to the thousand or so Jewish refugees from Germany on the ship, St. Louis. There were few protests then, and similarly there are few now in
response to the current persecution and refugee problems. Are we all guilty of being bystanders?
For many of us, the feeling is that I am just one individual – what can I possibly do, and besides, none, or few, of my friends seem concerned either. Is this
not just the “bystander affect”? Recognizing these forces within us and seeing the need for that first step is crucial to becoming part of the solution to the
very dangerous problems facing millions of people today.
How can I make a difference?
As a part of that first step in helping overcome our natural inclination towards bystander apathy, join us on Sunday November 3 at 10:30AM, at Marathon
JCC as the three local synagogues-Congregation L’Dor V’Dor - Oakland Little Neck Jewish Center, Marathon Jewish Community Center and Temple Torah
of Little Neck join together for our annual commemoration of Kristallnacht. This year’s commemoration features a lecture by Dr, Azadeh Aalai, assistant
professor of psychology at Queensborough College. She will talk about the Bystander Affect as it related to complicity and collaboration during the
Holocaust and how it continues to plague our world. Please join us to learn about the Bystander Affect and how we can work to eliminate this plague from
our own reality.

Return the form below with your donation by
November 8 to:
Marathon Jewish Center
24537 60th Ave
Little Neck, NY 11362

Community Garden Sponsor
I/We would like to sponsor the Daffodil Garden
that will be planted at the Little Neck Triangle at
Little Neck Parkway and Horace Harding.

Name:
_______________________________________
Phone/Email:
____________________________________
Amount: __________ ($36 suggested donation)
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December Schedule of Services

November Schedule of Services
Fri., Nov. 1

Kabbalat Shabbat Service

6:30 p.m.

Sun., Dec. 1 Morning Minyan

8:45 a.m.

Sat., Nov. 2

Shabbat Morning Service

9:00 a.m.

Fri., Dec. 6

Kabbalat Shabbat Service

6:30 p.m.

Sun., Nov. 3

Morning Minyan
Kristallnacht Program at Marathon Jewish Center

8:45 a.m.
10:30 a.m.

Sat., Dec. 7

Shabbat Morning Service
Bar Mitzvah Anniversary of Peter Kind

9:00 a.m.

Fri., Nov. 8

Kabbalat Shabbat Service

6:30 p.m.

Sat., Nov. 9

Shabbat Morning Service
Kabbalah Circle

9:00 a.m.
12:30 p.m.

Sun., Dec. 8 Morning Minyan
Kitchen Shower

8:45 a.m.
11:00 a.m.

Fri., Dec. 13 Kabbalat Shabbat Service

6:30 p.m.
9:00 a.m.
12:30 p.m.

Sun., Nov. 10 Morning Minyan

8:45 p.m.

Sat., Dec. 14 Shabbat Morning Service
Kabbalah Circle

Fri., Nov. 15

6:30 p.m.

Sun., Dec. 15 Morning Minyan

8:45 a.m.

Fri., Dec. 20 Kabbalat Shabbat Service
Birthdays and Anniversaries Celebrated

6:30 p.m.

Kabbalat Shabbat Service
Birthdays and Anniversaries Celebrated

Sat., Nov. 16 Shabbat Morning Experience
Breakfast
Shacharit
Torah Service
Musaph
Kiddush/Lunch

9:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
11:15 a.m.
12:00 p.m.

Sun., Nov. 17 Morning Minyan
Daffodil Planting (Little Neck Triangle)
Pollak Lecture

8:45 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
7:00 p.m.

Fri., Nov. 22

Kabbalat Shabbat Service

Sat., Dec. 21 Shabbat Morning Experience
Breakfast
Shacharit
Torah Service
Musaph
Kiddush/Lunch

6:30 p.m.

9:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
11:15 a.m.
12:00 p.m.

Sun., Dec. 22 Morning Minyan
First night of Chanukah

8:45 a.m.

Sat., Nov. 23 Shabbat Morning Service

9:00 a.m.

Fri., Dec. 27 Kabbalat Shabbat Service
Shabbat Chanukah Dinner

6:30 p.m.
7:30 p.m.

Sun., Nov. 24 Morning Minyan

8:45 a.m.

Sat., Dec. 28 Shabbat Morning Service

9:00 a.m.

Fri., Nov. 29

Kabbalat Shabbat Service

6:30 p.m.

Sat., Nov. 30 Shabbat Morning Service

9:00 a.m.

Sun., Dec. 29 Morning Minyan
Chanukah Party

8:45 a.m.
5:00 p.m.

Meet the
Bar Mitzvah

Shabbat Candle Lighting
Nov. 1

5:32pm

Dec. 6

4:09pm

Nov. 8

4:25pm

Dec. 13 4:09pm

Nov. 15 4:18pm

Dec. 20 4:12pm

Nov. 22 4:13pm

Dec. 27 4:16pm

Nov. 29 4:10pm

Kiddush Fund
Donation

On Saturday, December 7th, I will be
commemorating the 50th anniversary of
my bar mitzvah.
I am excited to
celebrate my fond memories from 1969
and my hopes that the future will be
filled with many of the bright spots from
that “amazing” year. I decided to follow
in the footsteps of fellow congregants
who have celebrated life’s milestones by
participating in Shabbat services. My
motivation for taking on this challenge
was to learn something new (in my case
by relearning my original bar mitzvah
haftarah) and refocus on what my
religion means to me. So, if you are
looking to see a bar mitzvah boy who is
nearing collection of social security,
please come to L’Dor V’Dor for Shabbat
services on December 7th.

Please join us
At Shabbat Morning Services
Saturday, December 7
At 9:00 am when
Peter Kind
Will celebrate the 50th anniversary
Of being called to the
Torah as a Bar Mitzvah

Every Shabbat after services our
congregants are invited to a Kiddush. Congregants have the opportunity to
chat with their friends over a tuna or egg salad sandwich, coffee and cake.
For many, this is the highlight of their Shabbat experience. It creates a
great sense of comradery and the sense that we are truly a family.
We started a Kiddush fund to offset some of the cost of these weekly
Kiddushim. If you would like to sponsor a Shabbat Kiddush in recognition
of a yahrzeit, birthday, anniversary or any other special occasion, please let
the office know. All contributions are greatly appreciated and we will list
those people who have sponsored that week’s Kiddush in our weekly
bulletin that is distributed on Shabbat and Temple Talk.
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From The Rabbi

Presidential Matters
by Steve Aronowitz

One of the most well known verses from the
Book of Psalms is verse 1 of Psalm 133.

This may fall under the heading, “If you do something enough
times (13 times to be specific), you stand a chance to finally get
it right!”
I was flattered to be asked by more than a few congregants (family members
and close friends not included) to reprint my speech presented on Yom
Kippur. Rather than subjecting anyone to so much of me, I have chosen to
share what I consider to be selected highlights:
“This morning, I’d like to speak with you about a concern I have and I believe
you share. I am very worried about the strength and the presence of our
Jewish community. This is not solely a L’Dor V’Dor issue; that would be
easier to correct.
“You know it. We’ve talked about it. The demographics in this area show
little promise for growth. Some will disagree. However, there is a difference
in speaking from one’s heart rather than one’s head.
“Today, we have a higher calling. As many of you know we are considering
another consolidation. We are at the very start of this long and complex
process. Mitchell (co president, Mitchell) and I have met with representatives
of two synagogues. These were introductory meetings. We are open to all
possibilities. In spite of rumors to the contrary, we are just now approaching
Step 1.
“This morning, I break from the theme I’ve followed in previous years. I have
never stood before you asking for your contributions financially. We have
always believed in preserving the sanctity of the holidays.
“Beyond our street address, I am concerned about the Jewish community
wherever it is housed. You know that so many of the synagogues that were
thriving just a few years ago are in the process of closing. That presents a
crisis for all of us.
“Our response must be to contribute financially. By making a contribution to
Congregation L’Dor V’Dor, you are saying, “Yes, Yes, Yes!!!” to our
synagogue and our future in this community. Now is the time to reinforce our
presence.
“If I were a marketer, I’d tell you about this great product we have to offer. It
can’t be beat. Please know, however, that membership at a synagogue is not
like membership at a country club. It is not goods for services. We join a
synagogue because we believe in supporting Jewish institutions and
promoting Jewish values. We join a synagogue because we care about the
future of Judaism in our community. We understand that many may decide
not to come to the synagogue much during the course of the year. However,
despite that lack of attendance, it is membership that truly supports the institution. Perhaps there will come a time when you may need the synagogue. Perhaps not this year, but the next.
“Expand that horizon and look at it as membership in what I am calling the
Jewish community. So, why make the choice to belong to a Jewish
community? Why? I think it is because we are looking for a place that is
welcoming, a place where we can build intimate relationships, a place where
we are supportive of each other, a place that addresses profound spiritual
yearnings, and a place where we can connect with Jewish tradition. We are
looking for a place to call home, a community. I believe L’Dor V’Dor,
whether it is here or a few blocks away combined with another Jewish center
or perhaps two synagogues can become that place. A congregation is a place
where people come together, where they congregate; a community is much
more than that. It certainly has that – pre-requisites, if you will, but it is,
perhaps even more importantly, a network of support and relationships. When
we become part of the community, we become part of something much larger
than ourselves.
That concept of community is best exemplified in programming. Each year,
our congregation participates with other Jewish centers across the country in
the Operation Isaiah, a massive food drive to provide products for those less
fortunate. It’s a community event, hundreds of synagogues coming together. I
know many of you were at synagogue a few weeks ago. This article gives me
another opportunity to applaud the efforts of Rabbi Yaffe and Cantor Shron
who practice the doctrine of community every day. It also provides the space
for me to extend our collective best wishes to Edwin, Audi Acevedo’s son,
who is making great progress recovering from surgery in Philadelphia.
“On behalf of my wife, Julie, and our son, Jordan, may you be inscribed in the
Book of Life for a good year, a year of good health, happiness, and laughter.

Hinei Ma Tov U-Ma Na-im
Shevet Achim Gam Yachad
How Good and Pleasant It Is
When Brothers and Sisters
Dwell Together in Peace
As the new year 5780 began, in my sermon on the first day of
Rosh Hashanah, I emphasized the importance of unity and
lamented over the disunity that is plaguing our world. I
challenged all of us to identify and to celebrate those things
that we share in common and to work on regaining the skill to
agree to disagree. It was within that context that I spoke about
three upcoming events that will promote a sense of unity. All
of these events are happening in the middle of this month of
November. They are:

The Shabbat Project (see page 7)

Beginning with the Challah Bake on November 13
Continuing with the entire community observing Shabbat
From sundown on Friday, November 15
to sundown on Saturday, November 16

The Daffodil Project (see page 2)
Planting Daffodils on Sunday November 17 at 10:30 am
at the Little Neck Triangle to help to remember and honor
the 1.5 million children murdered in the Holocaust
The IsraAID Presentation (see cover)
This year’s Pollack lecture on Sunday, November 17 at
7:00 pm which will teach us about how IsraAid, an Israeli
non-profit organization is helping Israel and the Jewish
People to be a light unto the nations by truly reaching out
to those in need.
Also happening this month, is our annual

Interfaith Thanksgiving Service (see cover)
On the evening of Monday, November 25 we will
gather together at the Zion Episcopal Church to
give thanks for our blessings with our friends and
neighbors of different faiths.

The fall holidays are behind us and now it is time to see how
the learning, praying, being with family, feasting and
celebrating will impact upon us as the year continues to unfold.
This Temple Talk is replete with news and information about
so many ways in which you can engage in the depth, beauty,
meaning and relevance of Jewish life within our community.
Please take the time to read it and to make your plans to be a
part of all that your congregation has to offer.
I would like to conclude with the words that appeared in our ad
in the Jewish Week just before the holidays which read: At
Congregation L’Dor V’Dor, The Door is Open on the High
Holidays and Throughout the Year! Join Us!
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Message from Cantor Shron
Welcome to the Jewish month of Cheshvan…that blessed
month (especially for rabbis and cantors) in which there are
absolutely NO Jewish holidays. That’s right no feasts, no
fasts, no special traditions, no telling your boss you can’t
come in to work AGAIN. There’s simply nothing special happening on the
Jewish calendar, and it’s the only month of the Jewish year that can make
such a claim.
The rabbis thought of it as a “bitter” month for that reason. I’m not sure I
agree.
After a month of apples and honey, prayer marathons, shofar blowing, choir
practices, vocal warmups, tossing “sins” into the river, sukkah building,
lulavs and etrogs, sukkah RE-building due to high winds, 1.7 mile walks to
and from the Andrew Hotel, Yizkor memorial services, prayers for rain,
dancing with the Torah, and WAY too much food…WHEW! Cheshvan
couldn’t come soon enough.
Don’t get me wrong. Kvetch as I may, I’m still on a complete “high” from
our whirlwind, wonderful High Holiday season. The energy, warmth, and
love of this congregation creates a very special atmosphere at Congregation
L’Dor V’Dor, and this year went above and beyond. We are a congregation
of Jews who truly enjoy being together, a reality that quickly melts away
any seasonal stress one might experience. Shul overload? No way. As long
as we have the chance to sit and schmooze over gefilte fish after the service,
I’m thrilled to be there.
No matter your feelings about the “holiday season” that’s come and gone,
Jewish life continues to thrive in our community all year long. A quick
glance at the pages of this month’s Temple Talk makes it clear that “once-ayear-Judaism” is simply not the norm in our neighborhood.
But there’s one series of events that’s sometimes overlooked. A weekly
community gathering that, sometimes, doesn’t enjoy the same fanfare as
other events in our community; however, it’s probably the most successful
program we run at Congregation L’Dor V’Dor. It’s a long-running endeavor
that consistently brings in more members than any other event.
I’m referring, of course, to our weekly Shabbat services a bright spot in our
list of synagogue offerings. Each week, between Friday evening and
Saturday morning, an average of 50-70 people come through our doors to
sing, learn, laugh, connect, eat (of course), and be inspired. They come, not
out of “Jewish guilt” or for any other reason…they come because they
simply enjoy the experience of connecting with God and with one another;
of learning and of growing; of singing and praying from the depths of their
hearts.
For me, it’s inspiring. To watch the sanctuary slowly fill up on a Shabbat
morning. To listen to the dozens of voices that surround me as I do my best
to sing from my soul. To hear the laughter around the table at the kiddush
after services. To see the community come together on a weekly basis, there
for one another in good times and bad.
Especially in a month of “nothing”, Shabbat is a welcome friend. It offers a
marvelous opportunity to reflect and connect to rest and to celebrate. Those
opportunities remain for an entire 25 hours, inside the synagogue and out.
For families, there’s simply nothing like it. On a recent Shabbat, my parents
were visiting, in from Israel for a few weeks. On Friday night, we spent
HOURS talking without the interruptions of phones, television, and errands.
On Saturday afternoon, we spent a few hours playing ball outside with the
kids. It’s something we don’t do often enough, and something that probably
wouldn’t happen without the so-called “restrictions” of Shabbat.
No kids at home? Shabbat offers precious time to walk, to read, to catch up
on sleep, to visit friends, to meditate, to play cards, to REALLY talk, and to
enjoy delicious meals.
Many have said that the concept of Shabbat is
obsolete in the 21st Centuryst due to the prevalence of technology in our
lives. I believe that the 21 Century is crying out for Shabbat like never
before.
This new year, I urge you to find ways to enhance your Shabbat experience
– in the synagogue, at home, or both. Need ideas or advice? Don’t hesitate
to get in touch at jshron@comcast.net, or on Facebook. It would be an
honor to play a small role in your Shabbat observance. I promise it will
improve your quality of life in ways you never imagined.
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From Your Co-Vice President
of Membership
by Karen Popowsky
I know this is a November -December issue of Temple Talk,
but some of you may have missed the October 26 Membership
Shabbat: PLUS ONE and if you did, here is a recap:
With nearly 90 people present, Shabbat services were dedicated
to celebrating YOU, all our special members, and to welcoming
our newest members:
Naomi and Stan Altschul
Rickie Block
Aviva Reznik
Wayne Tabachnick
Fran and Henry Tischler
Myra Maultasch and Adam Sherman
to the L’Dor V’Dor family. Naomi and Stan, Adam and Myra
and Aviva were given aliyot, Ricky dressed the Torah and Fran
and Henry had the honor of opening the Ark. The Membership
Committee members Eileen Baker, Jeri Cohen,
Elaine
Fleischman,
Joan
Kase,
Paul
Sacker,
Harriet Spilkevitz, Debbie Stoll, Carrie Yaffe and myself
gave each of our new members a L’Dor V’Dor personalized
mug filled with chocolate kisses and tea. We missed you,
Wayne and we will get you your gift to you soon.
Services were followed by a scrumptious Kiddush made possible by the support of :
Naomi and Stan Altschul, Marilyn and Burton Aronson
Carol Burstein, Jerri and Bernie Cohen, Elaine Fleischman
Marjorie Goldstein, Lorna Katz, Leslie and George Klein
Steven Levine, Myra Maultasch and Adam Sherman
Karen Popowsky, Cantor Julian and Barbara Raber
Aviva Reznik, Mindy and Richard Rosenfeld
Jerry Schwartz, Desiree and Sonny Shar
Dawn and Scott Singer, Gloria and Phil Steinberg
Debbie and Rob Stoll, Wayne Tabachnick
Fran and Henry Tischler. Judy and Jan Tomasik
Nina and Irwin Wolf, Carrie and Rabbi Gordon Yaffe
Thanks to Stan Wirtheim for his catering expertise, and to
Audi Acevedo for her invaluable help and Fernando and Juan
Carlos for setting up the ballroom. Nothing happens without
them. And a huge THANK YOU to Rabbi Yaffe for his
partnering with this program. It was a morning to remember.
Our committee continues to deliver Shabbat Bags to all our
members as a heartfelt THANK YOU for your membership. Be
patient! It takes a village to get them out to you. We are busy
planning our PROM to be held on Saturday night, February 22.
Tommy Sullivan, who performed live dance music last March
for our 70’s Dance will be our musician again. Start tapping
your toes, dust off your tuxedo, ask your favorite date and be
ready to dance the night away. Wishing all of you a Happy
Thanksgiving and a Happy Chanukah.

HAPPY NOVEMBER
BIRTHDAYS
2 Jeffrey Feiner
2 Melanie Feinsilver
2 Gloria Pollack
2 Eugene Rattien
2 Lisa B. Tamari
3 Joyce Frey
3 Marcia Levine
4 Orna Feinsilver
4 Craig Roberts
5 Stephanie Klein
5 Erica Rose
6 Arthur Lesser
7 Harrison Levine
9 Elane Berk
10 Arielle Weisberg
11 Paul Cohen
11 Jessica Sacker
12 Eric Tischler
13 Jordan Aronowitz
13 Lisa Stein
14 Bobby Dor
14 Abbey Wolecki

HAPPY DECEMBER
BIRTHDAYS

16 Holden Blatt
16 Beatrice Drabman
17 Claudia Hochman
17 Harriet Joseph
17 Jennifer Marks
19 Corinne Weisberg
19 Brittney Zelniker
20 Jane Coons
20 Eva Kessner
20 Fran Peterson
21 David Reiss
22 Desiree Shar
23 Felice Katz
24 Jason Gottlieb
24 Jacqueline Lamkay
24 Steven Levine
28 Rochelle Goldberg
28 Lee Lipsitz
29 Philip Biton
29 Louise Heidecker
29 Brianna Singer

1 Diane Stein
1 Steven Tomasik
2 Bruce Adams
4 Martin Marks
5 Dale Herman
5 Judy Samuels
6 Beth Heitner
7 Alexandra Ross
8 Wendy Yasgur
9 Esta Heitner
9 Karen Hodes
9 Stacy Hoffman
9 Dawn Singer
10 Mark Berlinsky
11 Jeffrey Fein
12 Daniel Glaser
13 Lee Charles
13 Robert Stern
14 Tina Anchin
14 Alyce Drabkin
14 Amy Kahaner
14 Laura Lamkay
14 Shirley Meyer
14 Lawrence Weibman

HAPPY NOVEMBER
ANNIVERSARIES

15 Andrew Gelfand
15 Harold Lamkay
15 Robert Weibman
16 Geraldine Major
17 Steven Faber
17 Julie Grusd
17 Noah Levine
18 Judith Belfor
18 Saul Brokowsky
18 Patti Unger
20 Jason Fried
20 Louis Litvin
20 Paul Stein
21 Tracy Berlinsky
21 Michael Tomasik
23 Ann Baum
23 David Goldstein
23 Mark Rosinsky
23 Victoria Varkonyi
24 Marisa Roberts
26 Paul Jason
26 Michelle Neiderman
27 Phyllis Budne
28 Marian Hirschler

HAPPY DECEMBER
ANNIVERSARIES

1 Bobby and Alan Becker
5 Mona and Stephen Toback
9 Estelle Weiss and Merrill Rosen
10 Rabbi Gordon and Carrie Yaffe
12 Dean and Karen Verola
14 Israela and Eric Metzger
15 Irene and Fred Gordon
17 Linda and Howard Litvack
19 Eileen and Michael Feiner
22 Laurie and Neal Nelson
22 Patricia and Peter Reinharz
23 Hope and Marc Altheim
27 Lori Saslow and Harvey Goldstein
28 Natalie and Andrew Levin

2 Laura and Amos Weinberg
10 Judy Samuels and Avi Gazit
12 Mickey and Charles Feldberg
13 Annie and Ira Sanders
13 Lisa and Shahar B. Tamari
18 Nancy and Bob Cohen
19 Amy and Kenneth Kahaner
22 Eileen and Bernard Gellman
22 Gail and Charles Wayne
23 Esther and Donald Forman
23 Suanne and Jeffrey Yeres
25 Mairov and Joshua Shron
26 Laura and Harry Junger
30 Linda and Isaac Schlosser

Celebrate
Your December
Birthday or Anniversary
by receiving a special blessing
at Kabbalat Shabbat Services
Friday, December 20
6:30 p.m.

Celebrate
Your November
Birthday or Anniversary
by receiving a special blessing
at Kabbalat Shabbat Services
Friday, November 15
6:30 p.m.
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The Great Big Challah Bake
Chabad of Great Neck—400 East Shore Road

Wednesday, November 13
Join with hundreds of people coming together to
perform the mitzvah of baking challah for Shabbat!
Doors Open: 6:30 pm

$26

Register on line at
http://greatneckshabbatproject.com
The Great Neck Shabbat Project is the realization of our
community unified. Together we will experience the spirit,
splendor and sanctity of Shabbat. Visit the website for details on
all of the programs that various synagogues are offering.
Genetic counselors will be on site to assist in registration for
free BRCA 1 and BRCA 2 screening.
A special speaker from Sharsheret will be addressing the participants.

Rabbi Gordon and Carrie Yaffe
And Cantor Josh Shron
Invite you to a
Happy Hour For Empty Nesters
Saturday, November 23
3:30 pm to 5:30 pm
At 254-17 Pembroke Ave.
R.S.V.P.
CarrieYaffe@gmail.com
or (732) 859-0863
7

Torah and Our Lives

Kabbalah Circle

With

Rabbi Yaffe

Saturday, November 9
12:30 p.m.

Wednesdays

Saturday, December 14
12:30 pm

11:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
A weekly opportunity to connect with wisdom
of our tradition and discuss its relevance to
our contemporary lives.

Following Kiddush

This is an ongoing class throughout the year
and new students are always welcome!
Try it, you might like it!

Join us as Ellen Charlop,
Henry Riger and Paul Sacker
share their insights and guide us in
a dynamic conversation of various
elements of our Mystical Tradition.

Shabbat Morning Experience
Saturday, November 16
December 21

9:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
11:15 a.m.
12:00 p.m.

Breakfast, Schmoozing & Learning
Abbreviated Shacharit
Torah Service
Musaph
Kiddush & Lunch

Conversational Hebrew
With

Cantor Joshua Shron
Wednesdays at 8:30 pm

Tachles
A Unique Approach to the Study of Hebrew
Tachles is an informal Hebrew learning program that
offers participants a “taste of Hebrew” in a refreshing
and interactive style. New students are always welcome.
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Sisterhood Book Club

Our Sisterhood
by Janet Tobin and Joan Kase

Thursday, November 14, 2019

at Elane Berk’s Home at 7:30 p.m.
The book that will be discussed on this date is:
Crawdads Sing” by Delia Owen.

“Where the

For years, rumors of the "Marsh Girl" have
haunted Barkley Cove, a quiet town on the North
Carolina coast. So, in late 1969, when handsome
Chase Andrews is found dead, the locals
immediately suspect Kya Clark, the so-called
Marsh Girl. But Kya is not what they say. Sensitive
and intelligent, she has survived for years alone in
the marsh that she calls home, finding friends in the gulls and
lessons in the sand. Then the time comes when she yearns to be
touched and loved. When two young men from town become
intrigued by her wild beauty, Kya opens herself to a new life--until
the unthinkable happens.
Perfect for fans of Barbara Kingsolver and Karen Russell, Where
the Crawdads Sing is at once an exquisite ode to the natural
world, a heartbreaking coming-of-age story, and a surprising tale
of possible murder. Owens reminds us that we are forever shaped
by the children we once were, and that we are all subject to the
beautiful and violent secrets that nature keeps.

Thursday, January 23, 2020

at Elane Berk’s Home at 7:30 p.m.
The book that will be discussed on this date is: “The Handmaid’s
Tale” by Margaret Atwood.
The Handmaid's Tale is a novel of such power that
the reader will be unable to forget its images and
its forecast. Set in the near future, it describes
life in what was once the United States and is now
called the Republic of Gilead, a monotheocracy
that has reacted to social unrest and a sharply
declining birthrate by reverting to, and going
beyond, the repressive intolerance of the original Puritans. The
regime takes the Book of Genesis absolutely at its word, with
bizarre consequences for the women and men in its population.
The story is told through the eyes of Offred, one of the
unfortunate Handmaids under the new social order. In condensed
but eloquent prose, by turns cool-eyed, tender, despairing,
passionate, and wry, she reveals to us the dark corners behind the
establishment’s calm facade, as certain tendencies now in
existence are carried to their logical conclusions. The Handmaid's
Tale is funny, unexpected, horrifying, and altogether convincing.
It is at once scathing satire, dire warning, and a tour de force. It
is Margaret Atwood at her best.

Our Sisterhood is a member of the BQLI (Brooklyn, Queens, Long
Island) Region of Women’s League for Conservative Judaism. I
am very proud of this organization for which I was the
International President for 4 years. Women’s League has
connected with the women of the Masorti Conservative Movement
for the last one hundred years. It has influenced generations of
women to take action, support Israel, pursue their goals and live
healthy well rounded creative Jewish lives.
This article will give you some highlights of what our
Sisterhood does for Congregation L’Dor V’Dor,
our community and Israel. First you will notice that
some of our women are wearing a beautiful pin. This
pin represents the Torah Fund Campaign of Women’s
League. The Torah Fund supports scholarships and
programming at the Conservative/Masorti Institutes of higher
Jewish Learning. It is proud to support the education of the future
Rabbis, Cantors, Educators and Scholars who will serve as the
leaders and innovators of the Conservative Movement. The theme
for this year’s Torah Fund Campaign is Chesed - loving kindness.
Our Sisterhood Bikur Cholim Committee, chaired by
Ellen Charlop and Carrie Yaffe, offers loving kind messages and
meals from our sisterhood to those who are ill and those who have
lost a loved one. Each year from our dues and fund raising, we
make donations to the N.Y. Board of Rabbis, for the work they do
for family violence prevention and the huge Chanukah party they
have for 400-500 special needs children. We also send a donation
to Jewish Services Organization at Creedmore Psychiatric Center.
We support the Alyce Drabkin Sisterhood Foster Child Program
(you will receive a letter in the mail on this program, so please
support with your donation). And last but not least, we support
some projects in Israel. Our Shalach Manot will go the Blue Card
organization this year.
The Blue Card is the only national
organization in the United States whose sole mission is to help
needy Holocaust survivors. Our Sisterhood supports the
congregation by supplying the needs of our kitchen and will be
adding to all the things the kitchen shower does not bring in. We
work with the Men’s Club to bring in all the programs that we
have hear at Congregation L’Dor V’Dor.
Our proposed calendar for the coming year is:
December 29, 2019 Chanukah Party including Community and
Special Needs People from the Samuel
Field Y.
January 4, 2020

Film night: In Search of Israeli Cuisine

February 10, 2020

Tu B’Shevat Seder for Board, Synagogue,
and members of the Samuel Field Y.

March 21, 2020

Sisterhood Shabbat. Our women will be
leading services and will donate a beautiful
Kiddush lunch.

March 29, 2020

Scholar Larry Schiffman leading a session
on the Dead Sea Scrolls.

April 28, 2020

Yom Hazikaron & Yom HaAtzmaut
Program to be announced.

March 1, 2020

Baking Hamantaschen with Sisterhood.
Chairing the program is Elaine Fleischman.

Join us for this enlightening discussion. Looking forward to seeing you.
Please donate your Sisterhood dues so we can have another
successful Sisterhood year.

Any questions contact Harriet Spilkevitz at 516-708-9404.
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KITCHEN DEDICATION
We are pleased to inform everyone that our kitchen renovation is
now basically complete. Most of you have not seen the results of
our newly refurbished kitchen. We have replaced almost all of the
original equipment, we have a new stove, two convection ovens, a
new under the counter freezer, a warming oven which allows food
delivered by an outside caterer to stay warm. This is terrific for
Friday night dinners. We also had to replace one of the existing
refrigerators, because it finally outlived itself. We also installed all
new stainless-steel counters, utility tables and sinks.
For anyone who has done a kitchen renovation at home and
experienced all the inconveniences, doing it in the synagogue was
even harder. As with any new kitchen we need to replace various
supplies and utensils with new fresh ones. The Kitchen Committee
has planned a Kitchen Shower on Sunday morning December 8 th at
11 AM, followed by a brunch. Please mark your calendars and
reserve the morning for a fun event.

Join us for brunch as we celebrate our beautiful
newly-renovated kitchen!

This will give the committee an opportunity to show off the new
kitchen which we had the opportunity to use for the first time over
the Sukkot holiday. Just as one would do for a shower for a bride,
we are inviting everyone to participate in our Kitchen Shower.
We need things like serving pieces and utensils, new coffee pots
and some equipment like a commercial grade microwave oven and
other electric utensils. We have set up a registry at Bed Bath and
Beyond under the name of Congregation L’Dor V’Dor. You can
go to their website, see what is on our request list and order over
the web or in person. If you do that don’t forget to use your BBB
coupons.

New Kitchen Brunch
Sunday, December 8, 2019 11:00 am
Join us for brunch as we celebrate our beautiful
newly-renovated kitchen!

The items that cannot be purchased at Bed Bath and Beyond will be
purchased at Restaurant Depot, so if you would rather not shop on
line or in person at a local BBB store, you can make a contribution
to the synagogue and mark your check “Kitchen Fund.” The things
that we selected are not individually very expensive and include the
usual things a bride would need for her kitchen.

Name: ____________________________________________
Phone/Email: _______________________________________
# Attending Brunch_____________
Donation to Kitchen Fund: Amount: ____________________

Please let us know if you can attend the Brunch on Sunday morning
December 8th, so we can plan accordingly.

I plan to go to Bed, Bath, and Beyond _______

A Chanukah Party
Sunday, December 29
5 pm - 7 pm

In partnership with the Samuel Field Y, as one community,
we will celebrate the last night of Chanukah.

Candle Lighting
Songs, Stories & Blessings
A Light Supper
With Latkes
Games, Laughter
Friendship & Fun!

Members of our community with developmental disabilities
and members of the single parent community will be our guests.
Synagogue or Y members: No Cost

Non–Members: $10

Co-sponsored by Sisterhood and Men’s Club RSVP by Friday, December 14 718-224-0404
To make a reservation on line go to olnjc.org/Chanukah
In the spirit of giving, we ask that you support our community members in need by bringing a
kosher non-perishable donation to be donated to our local food pantry.
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Ma’oz Tzur—Rock of Ages

Light One Candle
Light one candle for the Maccabee children
With thanks that their light didn't die
Light one candle for the pain they endured
When their right to exist was denied
Light one candle for the terrible sacrifice
Justice and freedom demand
But light one candle for the wisdom to know
When the peacemaker's time is at hand
Don't let the light go out!
It's lasted for so many years!
Don't let the light go out!

Light one candle
For the strength that we need
To never become our own foe,
And light one candle
Gor those who are suffering
Pain we learned so long ago,
Light one candle
For all we believe in
That anger not tear us apart,
And light one candle
To find us together
With peace as the song in our hearts

Don't let the light go out!

Don't let the light go out!

Don't let the light go out!
It's lasted for so many years!
Don't let the light go out!
Let it shine through our hope and our tears. (2)
What is the memory that's valued so highly
That we keep it alive in that flame?
What's the commitment to those who have died
That we cry out they've not died in vain?
We have come this far always believing
That justice would somehow prevail
This is the burden, this is the promise
This is why we will not fail!
Don't let the light go out!

Mi Yemalel—Who Can Retell

Yemei HaChanukah—O Chanukah, O Chanukah
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Wisdom Of Our Laity
D’Var Torah

Another Year, Another…Reincarnation?

Parashat VaYetzei - Lost and Found
by Ellen Charlop

Lost and Found Parashat VaYetzei By Ellen Charlop Now that the flurry of Jewish
holidays has passed, we have a chance to reflect and process the experience gained by
praying, fasting, hearing the shofar, sitting in the sukkah, dancing with the Torah and
being with our loved ones.
The Torah, which teaches us and guides us forward, starts all over again. We begin
again. We encounter the beauty of Creation, and we are introduced to Noah, and all the
ideas we are flooded with from that story. We meet Abraham and Sarah and journey
with them through their triumphs and tribulations. We become acquainted with Isaac as
he settles down with Rebecca. And then, finally, there’s Jacob.
On the first Shabbat of the month of Kislev, we read Parashat VaYetzei ( December 7).
This is the portion that describes Jacob’s well known dream. After buying the first born
right for a pot of beans from his brother, and deceiving his father into believing he was
someone else, Rebecca strongly suggests that Jacob get out of there. As the Parasha
opens, Jacob is leaving. It says “VaYetzei”, to go out. Why does the Torah choose this
word to describe his departure? Maybe he’s not only leaving a place, but “going out” of
himself. The dream supports this because he experiences a revelation, and his old self
becomes transformed.
The Torah says“Va’Yifgah Ba’Makom”, he got to “a place”, and he rested there. It
doesn’t say where he is. He seems to be in nowheresville. He is the son of a proper
family, and now he’s sleeping, who knows where, with a rock under his head. The
word “makom”, which means a place, is repeated six times. When something is
repeated, its importance is emphasized. In Rabbinic tradition, “makom” doesn’t only
refer to a place, but hints to G-d’s presence. Perhaps it is suggesting that this seemingly
barren place is actually where Jacob finds G-d and finds meaning in his life. Sometimes
you have to hit rock bottom in order to grow. When you are in a new space, physically
and mentally, you can notice every detail and you become aware of new things, things
that may have been there all along. The next happening is Jacob’s dream, the famous
dream about the ladder and the angels going up and down. The Hebrew is written in
such a way that it seems like the ladder is on the ground and its “head” or its top
reached to the sky. It says “rosho”, its head. But maybe this is referring to Jacob’s head.
Maybe Jacob has reached the tip of heaven. And that’s why the angels are going up and
down. The angels are accompanying him. Jacob is reaching a higher level. He is
starting to become elevated. A change is taking place. His awareness is awakening. All
his life he wanted to be someone else and something else. In the womb there was a
struggle. He wants to come out first. He acquires his brother’s birthright. He receives
his father’s blessing which was meant for his brother. Later, he wrestles with an angel
of G-d, or maybe with himself, and his name changes to Yisroel. He is wounded, but
not destroyed. Once again, he is transformed.
There is a constant theme of up and down, of lost and found. There are the angels going
up and coming down, Jacob laying down and getting up. He goes to sleep and that’s
when he wakes up to the realization that there is something extraordinary going on in
that place. “ Yeish Hashem BaMakon Hazeh Va’Anochi Lo Yadati”. He wakes up and
says, Wow! This is Awesome!! G-d is in this place and I didn’t even know it! It’s as if
he’s been walking around half asleep. The dream is his awakening to what’s real. And
then the famous phrase,”Ein Zeh Ki Im Bayt Elokim V’Zeh Shaar Shamayim”, this is
none other than a house of G-d and this is the gateway to heaven. He realizes that this
isn’t just an ordinary place with stones and dirt, but that there is something much bigger
going on. It is the morning of his life, the dawn of his self- realization, and the
beginning of his transformation.
When it says” Ki Bah HaShemesh”(the sun set) and he lies down, and VaYashkem
BaBoker (he rose in the morning) and he gets up, these phrases are symbolic of the end
of something and the beginning of something else. Up until now he’s just been moving.
Now he’s moving with a purpose.
Another prominent theme in the Chumash is to leave your home in order to find
yourself. Abraham is told to leave “Lech L’cha”, here Jacob leaves, Joseph is sold and
ends up far from home, a viceroy in Egypt. Moses flees from Egypt only to become the
greatest man of G-d. Rebecca, Ruth and Esther also leave their homes, only to find
greatness. All of them were able to rise above their difficult paths, to grow and change
and come full circle. To come home to their true potential.
Even in baseball the only way to score is to leave home, encircle the bases, only to
come home again! This is a metaphor of our lives - to get out of our comfort zone, to
grow and change, to encounter difficulty and learn from it, only to return again to one’s
true potential. This is how you succeed. This is how you score.
We are all Jacob. We all have ups and downs and feel lost at times. The question is will
we continue to keep our head down, or will we wake up to find the beauty and potential
that lie within. Jacob shows us how a person can be in a low place and be open to
seeing new things. To finding hope and inspiration and to finding G-d, even when G-d
appears to be hidden.
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by Paul M. Sacker
Have you just reincarnated?
As the melodies of Simchat Torah retreat into our memories, Jews around
the world begin the cycle of Torah study all over again, beginning with
well, “the Beginning.” In Hebrew, a cycle such as this is often translated as
“gilgul,” which can also mean “wheel.” More interestingly, gigul is also the
term used in Kabbalistic literature for reincarnation or the “transmigration
of souls.” This is best known as the idea that a soul is an eternal force
which does not dissipate upon the body’s death, but somehow lives on and
actually finds itself re-born in another physical body at a later point.
However, some Kabbalistic masters have long hinted that gilgul is not just a
cycle between life and death and life again. Much literature suggests that
souls undergo many levels of gilgul while still in their current bodies.
Baruch Ashlag, a famed Kabbalist of the mid-20th Century, likened the
process to changing one’s “dirty shirt.” Many mystics even believe that the
Torah’s description of certain time cycles are in fact references to those
moments an individual soul has an opportunity to “start over.” Oddly, many
of these cycles in the Torah come in factors of seven. For example, we have
shabbat on the seventh day of the week; the seven years of the shmita: and
the 49 years (7x7) that lead to the Yovel, or Jubliee, year. From a
Kabbalistic perspective, each of these milestones are indicative of major
shifts in our consciousness and spiritual growth.
It’s not just in Kabbalah that we see this obsession with cycles of seven.
Some scientific studies have speculated that most cells in our body (with
some notable exceptions, like brain cells) are eventually completely
replaced with fresh units. This process occurs, on average, every seven
years! On the spiritual side, our friends in Eastern traditions, specifically
those adhering to the Vedic traditions of Hinduism, also say that human
consciousness undergoes seven-year cycles of development. They say that
in the first seven years we’re just getting acclimated to life; from age 7-14,
we’re developing our personalities and individuality; ages 15-21, we’re
preparing for adulthood……etc.. This continues until in the cycle ending at
49 years of age (there’s that 7x7 again!), having faced cycles of building
relationships, life skills, and responsibilities, we are at our prime to begin
searching for a spiritual meaning to our lives. The ongoing seven-year
cycles from 50 years of age on, only help to push us further in that
direction, assuming we remain open to learning. This is a concept which
some 20th century Kabalistic schools have adopted into their teachings.
These cycles are considered to be a type of “reincarnation” in that, the
person we are today is not the one that we were at 7, or 14, 21, etc.. Yet, we
don’t lose those parts of us…we simply add to them.
Our mystic tradition also suggests that the periodic changes or
“reincarnations” we are exposed to are not limited to cycles of seven.
Kabbalah postulates we each have a series of missions to accomplish while
in physical form. Upon completing one mission, something analogous to
“crossing the Jordan” at the end of the Torah, we then “reincarnate” to a
higher spiritual level, ready to take on a new responsibility; a new
“Beginning” to quote the opening of the Torah. The quicker we complete
each task assigned to us, the quicker we can “incarnate” to the next step
without the inconvenience of physical death. The ultimate goal is to
achieve full correction, tikkun, of our soul and thus end the need for future
involuntary gilgul after death. Such a state is sometimes referred to as
haOlam haBa, the “World to Come”, and this is where a soul can remain in
the spiritual realms indefinitely and be free to seek loftier pursuits. Some of
our greatest leaders and teachers in history, the tzaddikim (righteous), are
said to have reached this state but may, on occasion come back from the
spiritual realms to be born into new bodies for a brief time to help others’
still incomplete missions. There is even a tradition called “ibbur” where
some souls can temporarily attach to another’s to have a more direct
influence on the host’s life in times of challenge. In any event, as more
individual souls complete their list of tasks, the whole world will truly
become “corrected” and we’ll all enjoy lives free from difficult cycles.
So, as we begin each new year, each new week at the close of Shabbat, or
even as we awaken each morning, think about the corresponding period that
has just passed. Are you a different person than you were last year, last
week, yesterday? Did you grow significantly in any way? Or do you have
more to do before you can again, reincarnate?

Our Response To
Hurricane Dorian

Yasher Koach!
To The Sunday Minyanaires
For the Weekly Tzedakah
Contributions
With gratitude for the generosity of those who attend the Sunday
minyan and give tzedakah as part of this weekly prayer experience, we
have been able to give $100 to each of the following charitable
organizations.
One Family: Premier national organization that rehabilitates,
reintegrates and rebuilds the lives of Israel’s thousands of victims of
terror attacks. Non-profit organization recognized in Israel, the United
States, Canada and the United Kingdom.
www.onefamilytogether.org
Friends of the IDF: Friends of the Israel Defense Forces (FIDF) was
established in 1981 by a group of Holocaust survivors, under the
leadership of John Klein z'l, to provide for education and wellbeing of
the men and women who serve in the Israel Defense Forces (IDF) as
well as the families of fallen soldiers. www.fidf.org
Project Ezra: Non-profit organization that helps frail Jewish elderly
to live with dignity, companionship and community on NYC’s Lower
East Side. Founded in 1972, we provide elders with a spectrum of
social services, community activities and home help.
www.projectezra.org
Hatzalah: Non-profit corporation, is the largest all-volunteer
Ambulance Service in the United States, providing premium quality
pre-hospital emergency medical treatment and transportation at no
cost to all who need it, regardless of race, religion or ethnicity.
www.hatzalahrl.org
American Friends of Neve Hanna: Non-profit established in 1975.
Provides a loving home for children from highly disadvantaged
families in the south of Israel. They are the children of Russian,
Ethiopian, Middle Eastern immigrants and native-born Israelis. By
providing a nurturing and supportive family environment, Neve
Hanna offers these young people the chance to grow beyond the
circumstances from which they emerged. www.afnevehanna.org
Hebrew Free Burial Association: Non-profit organization
dedicated to the principle that every Jewish person is entitled to a
Jewish Burial. For more than 100 years, they have been helping Jews
in need and their families in their saddest hours. Since 1888, they have
arranged burials for nearly 60,000 poor Jewish people.
www.hebrewfreeburial.org

Through the generosity of the following members of our
congregation we were able to give $2,382 to the Disaster Relief
Fund of the Jewish Federation of New York to give aid to those
suffering from the devastation of Hurricane Dorian.
Linda Alberts, Phyllis Alperstein, Naomi and Stan Altschul
Ellen and Jeffrey Baskin, Phyllis and Dan Budne
Ann Chernys, Elyse Clair and Ronald Cohen
Ilene and Paul Cohen, Esther and Donald Forman
Ronnie and David Goldstein, Marjorie Goldstein
Leonard Greer, Susan and Stephen Kanfer
Marcia Levine and Bruce Kauffman, Steven Levine
Vivienne Lipsitz, Robert Lunzer, Geraldine Major
Mindy and Richard Rosenfeld, Desiree and Nahum Shar
Diane and Mitchell Stein, Gloria and Phillip Steinberg
Wayne Tabachnick, Susan and Martin Tobias,
Judy and Jan Tomasik, Lois and Stanley Wirtheim
Nina and Irwin Wolf, Rabbi Gordon and Carrie Yaffe

Mission of the Pull-Tab Program
Ronald McDonald House of Long Island

Synagogue members Nadine and Gene Rattien have been involved
in this fundraising effort with Ronald McDonald House for several
years. We encourage the synagogue community to get involved in
this opportunity to help make a difference in the lives of so many
families. Please bring your pull-tabs from your beverage and food
cans into the synagogue office for collection. You will find an
orange receptacle in the lobby for your pull-tabs.
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund: This fund enables Rabbi Yaffe of What is a Pull-Tab? A pull-tab is the piece of metal that opens
Congregation L’Dor V’Dor to give tzedakah to those who are in need aluminum cans. Like the can, the pull tab is able to be recycled. It
at his discretion. Often, Rabbi Yaffe is approached by individuals is a small piece, yet a valuable piece.
who, through no fault of their own, simply cannot make ends meet to
Why Collect Pull-Tabs? Collecting pull-tabs is an easy way to
provide for their basic needs.
recycle and is a task that people of all ages can do. The money
raised from the scrap metal, determined by the weight of the tabs
and the current price per pound, is used for the direct operations of
the Ronald McDonald House. This helps the seriously ill children
and their families who stay there as a home-away from home
during necessary medical treatments. Saving the tab is a simple
and clean way of recycling and helping an important cause .
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Jeff and Sue Rosenfeld Visit Budapest
Jeff Rosenfeld, Ph.D., and Sue Rodin Rosenfeld have been members of our congregation since 1989. Their son, Jordan, was Bar
Mitzvah at what was the Little Neck Jewish Center in 1992. In October, Jeff and Sue had the opportunity to visit Budapest and
have been kind enough to share this photo essay.
In 1944, the Nazi army occupied Hungary, and began deportations to Auschwitz. In 1935, there had been 201,069 Jewish
people living in Budapest, making it one of the world's largest Jewish populations. In 1944, All Jews were ordered to relocate
to walled ghettos in Budapest and other Hungarian cities. Deportations, conscription to forced-labor, and exclusion from
Hungarian life soon followed.
Hungary had its own brutal version of The Gestapo, known as Arrow Cross. Beginning in
1944, Arrow Cross began murdering the Jews of Budapest on the banks of The Danube. The
photo to the left is a photo of part of a Holocaust Memorial on the banks of The Danube in
Budapest. The photos below are of a Holocaust Memorial on the banks of the Danube in
Budapest. The brass shoes are exact replicas of shoes worn by Jews who were murdered on the
banks of The Danube. In 1944, Nazi troops began murdering the Jews of Hungary. In this case,
people were lined-up on the riverbank, told to remove their shoes, face the water, and were then
shot.
Budapest's Great Central
Synagogue, which was the
architectural prototype for
Temple
Emanuel,
in
Manhattan.
During the
Nazi
occupation
of
Budapest, The Gestapo
made The Great Central
Synagogue their headquarters because they knew that
the Allies would never
intentionally bomb it.

Remnants of
barbed-wire
on the wall
surrounding
the Budapest
Ghetto.

We want to end this photo-essay on an upbeat note. All three of the photos below, were taken in and around Budapest's Ghetto
District during our visit in October, 2019. It is now possible to shop for Kosher food and Kosher meat at several stores and
small markets in the Ghetto District. There is also a Mikvah, although we did not get to see it. We've learned that there is a true
revival of Jewish life in Budapest today. In addition to the Great Central Synagogue, there are 23 other synagogues and
prayer-houses. Every summer there is now a Jewish Festival sponsored by The Tourism & Cultural Center of the Budapest
Jewish Community.

Ironically the Ghetto is now a “trendy” section for young people. There are many “ruin bars,” which are drinking
establishments built in very old, previously neglected buildings. Our hotel, Continental Hotel Budapest, was located there - a
beautiful 4-star hotel; and one evening we had a memorable dinner at a very popular restaurant called ... Mazel Tov.
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Still “High” from the High Holidays and Beyond!
The New Year 5780 began with an amazing burst of positive energy. From the first day of Rosh Hashanah, with standing room only and our bimah filled with
young children and their parents or grandparents for the blowing of the shofar, to the spirited singing, dancing and celebrating on Simchat Torah, Congregation
L’Dor V’Dor was, indeed, the place to be. We are grateful for our synagogue staff: Our Managing Director, Audi Acevedo, and our tireless custodians,
Fernando, Juan Carlos and Edgar who aptly handled the myriad of tasks that made our Holiday Services possible and pleasant. With Rabbi Yaffe and
Cantor Shron on the bimah, our souls were nurtured and our spirits were raised. With our prayers we connected with God, our fellow Jews, ourselves, our past,
our present and our hopes for the future. We prayed and we learned. We sang and we danced. We remembered our loved ones and we rejoiced in our heritage. It
was truly a great beginning to what promises to be a great year for all of the members, friends and staff of Congregation L’Dor V’Dor.
We are grateful for our Co-Presidents, Steve Aronowitz and Mitchell Stein for their ongoing leadership and all of the following people who gave of their time,
energy and expertise to make our holiday celebrations so special for all of us.

Who?

What Did They Do?

Mark Hoffer & Chuck Wayne

Tackled the monumental task of giving out all of the honors and
making sure that everyone was at the right place at the right time.

Steve Aronowitz & Audi Acevedo

Coordinated the impressive volunteer staff of ushers who helped to
maintain security, decorum and the smooth flow of services.

Chuck Wayne

Inspired us and enabled us to fulfill the mitzvah of hearing the shofar.

Dani Drucker, Josh Greenberg, Samantha Marcus
Ellie Shron, AJ Shron, Erica Sosman

Brought the energy and voices of our Young Adults to the Reading of
the Torah and Conducting of the Torah Service.

Marc Hoffer, Irina Starr, Ken Kahaner
& Richie Spivack

Chanted the Haftarot with meaning and beauty.

Stan Wirtheim

Polished the silver on the Torahs, davened Pesukei D’Zimra, led the
Shacharit services chanted by Rabbi Yaffe and served as Gabbai

Jeff Baskin, Sally Coons, Joan Kase, Dawn Rafal
Marcia Levine, Karen Popowsky, Judy Samuels
Harriet Spilkevitz, Richie Spivack Irina Starr with
guest appearances by Ellie, Sela and AJ Shron and
Jeff Wilson

Dedicated themselves to numerous rehearsals and added a special
dimension to our services as they sang in the choir.

Steve Aronowitz, Michael Feiner, Elaine Fleischman Gave of their time and energy to serve as ushers to welcome and
Marjorie Goldstein, Ted Goodman, Ken Guttenplan assist our congregants, help with security and insure the proper
decorum of our services.
Howard Herman, Mark Hoffer, Steve Kanfer
Peter Kind, Lisa Pollack, Adam Schneider
Dawn Singer, Debbie Sosman, Mitchell Stein
Bob Stern, Stan Wirtheim, Irwin Wolf
Audi Acevedo

Created the beautiful Book of Remembrance that is an honor to all of
our loved ones.

Laura Greenblatt & Alan Fein
Judy and Jan Tomasik

Donated the beautiful floral arrangements that adorned our bimah.

Marc Figelman & Marjorie Goldstein

Implemented increased security measures to insure our safety.

Julie Aronowitz and Tracy Berlinsky

Helped us to make Operation Isaiah a success by delivering the food
that was donated to the Kosher Food Pantry of the Five Towns.

Joan Kase, Aviva Resnik, Lisa Pollack
& Ron Ullman

Decorated the Sukkah with great love and expertise.

Marvin Anchin

Arranged the fall flowers on the bimah.

Lois & Stan Wirtheim

Increased our Joy on Sukkot with a scrumptious Sukkot Dinner.

Jerry Schwartz

Chaired the Men’s Club Pasta, Pizza and Jews in the Cinema event on
Chol HaMoed Sukkot.

Everyone who attended our Holiday Services and
Programs.

Enabled us to celebrate with joy, strengthen our Jewish identity and
nurture our sense of community within our synagogue family.

On Erev Simchat Torah we honored David Coons with Chatan Torah and Mindy Rosenfeld with Kallat Bereishit.
On Simchat Torah we honored Richie Spivack with Chatan Torah and Harriet Spilkevitz with Kallat Bereishit.
Our sincerest apologies for anyone we inadvertently omitted. We look forward to what promises to be a good year of religious , educational, cultural and
social programming with something for everyone! Congregation L’Dor V’Dor is indeed the place to be in 5780!
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Thank You
I would like to thank everyone for their
prayers and true concern for my son and me.
Nothing can prepare you for the trials and
tribulations you are to go through in life, and
as a mother with that intense feeling of
unconditional love comes the even more
intense obligation of being your child’s
protector regardless of their age. When your
child is hurting, as a parent, you want nothing
more than to take it away. We find ourselves
helpless, at the mercy of man and faith, your
world is collapsing and you can not stop it—
but sometimes it's the unselfish acts of
kindness, and other times it's the big hug
given at just the right moment, that make the
most difficult times a little easier to go
through them. Words can't express what your
kindness and goodness has meant to me
during my son’s surgery and recovery. Your
thoughts and prayers are truly appreciated. It
is very comforting to know I have so many
caring friends in my time of need. Your
kindness will always be remembered. We are
blessed!! Thank you to all who helped out in
the office during my absence. Greatly and
truly appreciated!! Thank you from the
bottom of my heart!!

Audi

Baruch Dayan Emet
The members of our congregation
extend our condolences to:
Bob Mayer
on the loss of his beloved father,
Eric Mayer
Ira Levine
on the loss of his beloved sister,
Rhonda Zwillinger
May their memory be a blessing and a
source of strength and inspiration.

We are collecting Used
Eye Glasses & Cell Phones

An opportunity to give to those who are in need
(Receptacles are in the synagogue lobby)

Mazel Tov !

Mazel Tov to

To the Proud Great
Grandmother

Hope and Marc Altheim
on the marriage of their daughter

Elaine Fleischman

Amanda Altheim

On the birth of her Great Grandson

To

Harrison Jay Friedman

Jordan Burt

And to the Parents

November 9, 2019

Samantha and Brian Friedman.
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Donations (September 4, 2019—October 28, 2019)
The following yahrzeit donations were omitted from our
July/August Edition of Temple Talk. Please accept my
sincere apology for this omission.
Audi
Beatrice Jackel by Esta and Steve Heitner
Bonnie Mellow by Debbie and Robert Stoll
Cheryl Alberghine by Debbie and Robert Stoll
Lillian Stoll by Robert and Debbie Stoll
Ben Stoll by Robert and Debbie Stoll
Selma Eichhorn by Debbie and Robert Stoll
Harry Gross by Debbie and Robert Stoll
Lee Rosenberg Burrows by Carolyn and Neil Berman
Robert Schecter by Gail Laufer
Sadie Zimmerman by Mitchell, Robert and Jonathan Judd
Arthur Kirschner by Barbara Heidecker
Annabelle Drazin by Mady and Jay Chudnoff
Lillian Adelsky by Lorraine Weisman
In Honor of:
Judy Samuels
by Michael Goldstein
The Membership Committee for the personal and sweet delivery of
good wishes at Rosh Hashanah.
by Joan and Paul Ross
The Membership Committee for the wonderful Membership Shabbat
by Debbie and Rob Stoll
My High Holiday Aliyah
by Linda Alberts
A wonderful Yom Tov
by Barbara and Ira Nadler
In appreciation for Irina and Morgan Starr and Rabbi Gordon and
Carrie Yaffe sharing Sukkot with the L’Dor V’Dor Family
by Elaine Fleischman
Bruce Kauffman’s 50th Bar Mitzvah Anniversary
by Harriet and Richard Spivack
Get Well Wishes:
Best wishes for a speedy and full recovery to Edwin Alvarado, son
of Audi Acevedo
by Jan and Judy Tomasik
Kiddush Fund
Harriet Spilkevitz
Judy and Jan Tomasik
Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
In Honor of:
Harriet and Richie Spivack
by Richard Friedman
With thanks to Rabbi Yaffe
by Dorothy Mooallem
by Shari and Neil Garfinkel
by Naomi and Stan Altschul
Yizkor
David Weisman
Stan Wirtheim
In Memory of:
Milton, Lenore and Howard Block
by Rickie Block
The deceased relatives of the Raps and Beckerman Families
by Helene and Mitchell Beckerman
My beloved family and my father’s family who were killed in the
Shoah
by Linda Alberts
Judy’s beloved parents, Mildred and Samuel Frankel
by Jan and Judy Tomasik

Yahrzeit Donations Made In Memory Of:
Samuel Engelberg by Mona and Stephen Toback
Moe Porwick by Eitere Younger
Harry Foier by Reva Foier Horowitz
Martin B. Leventhal by Linda Stuhl
Edith Mayer by Robert, Nora and Lindsay Mayer
Nelly Gurevich by Vladimir Gurevich
Mildred Schaffer by Marcia and Richard Kops
Paul Warhit by Marjorie Goldstein
Diane Uziel by Nadine Rose
Joseph Gam by Barry Shapiro
Phillip Samansky by Neil and Susan Pepper

Yahrzeit Donations Made In Memory Of:
Shirley Sacker by Paul Sacker
Sam Batt by Elaine Fleischman, and the Gordon and Weiner Families
Max C. Kupper by Paul and Joan Ross and Family
Irving Levine by Steven Levine
Lydia Lipsitz by Vivienne Lipsitz
Herman Spinner by Annie Spinner
Bernard Schneebaum by Randy and Jason Slakter
Natalie Levine by Bernard A. Levine
Ethel Weisman by David Weisman
George Coons by David, Sally, Jane and Rachel Coons
Julius Sussman by Natalie Goldsmith
Milton Rosenbaum by Beatrice Nebel
Juliette Rudnick by Karen Popowsky and Aaron Popowsky
Paul Berkeley by Marvin and Shelley Berkeley
Abraham Schorf by Susan and Stephen Kanfer
Lillian Rose by Arthur Rose
Max Simon by Rhoda Simon and Family
Samuel Jackel by Esta and Steve Heitner
Arnold Heifetz by Cheryl Feiner
Rose Forman by Esther and Don Forman
Jack Forman by Esther and Don Forman
Harry Reid by Estelle Weiss
Eva Warhit by Marjorie Goldstein and Family
Steve Feinsilver by The Feinsilver Family
Louis Reis by Gerald Reis
Joel Eisenstein by Stephen Eisenstein
Robert Weisberg by Corrine and Mark Weisberg
Molly Weisberg by Corrine and Mark Weisberg
Samuel Engelberg by Florence and David Wilk
Ross Schneeberg by Esther and Saul Spindel
Sol Zlotnick by Esther and Saul Spindel
Sylvia Grabow by Estelle Weiss
Leona Slakter by Jason and Randy Slakter
Harriet Lee Yaffe by Rabbi Gordon and Carrie Yaffe
Robert Sholom Yaffe by Rabbi Gordon and Carrie Yaffe
Rose Rice by Elyse, Ted, David and Scott Goodman
Emil H. Rice by Elyse, Ted, David and Scott Goodman
Philip Chudnoff by Clyde Chudnoff
Isaac Goloman by Elayne Siegelman
Blossom Wasserman by Fred Wasserman
Edward S. Goldberg by Susan Kleinberg
Peppi Kaplan by Gale Kaplan
Rose Welfeld by Susan and Rich Fedrow and Family
Harry Michelson by Lois Wirtheim
H. Ronald Schwartz by Debbie Sosman
Meyer Roiter by Arlene Cohen & Family
Sarah Spatt by Madelyn R. Shulman
Dorothy Hiller by Fran Kasman
Pearl Dyszel by Brenda J. Tow
Michael Goldstein by Diane Stein
Reuben Stern by Bob Stern
David Shapiro by Rhoda Shapiro
Fred Spindel by Esther and Saul Spindel
Susan Krauss by The Landau Family
Julius Dicker by Harriet Joseph
Jack Rubenstein by Eileen Gellman
Nathan Sussman by Natalie Goldsmith
Albert Gordon by Irene, Fred, Jeffrey and Rachel Gordon
Fred Wexler by Irene, Fred, Jeffrey and Rachel Gordon
Freida Kraus by Eric and Robert Kraus
Shoshana Biderman by Ahuva and Joseph Maytal
David Pepper by Neil and Susan Pepper
Abraham Weber by Cantor Julian and Barbara Raber
Leatrice Posner by Nadine Rose
Leonard Myerson by Bernice Myerson
Sylvia Rosenblum by Bernice Myerson
Sam Rosenblum by Bernice Myerson
Yetta Bergman by Roslyn Wakshlag
Herbert Hoffer by Ann and Mark Hoffer
Betty Kass by Janet Blinder
Betty Kass by Rhoda Simon
Minnie Greene by Marilyn Aronson
Richard Kennedy by Evalyn Kennedy
Edward Schnur by Susan Schnur
Blanche Schnur by Susan Schnur
Theodore Miller by Allen Miller
Irwin Wakshlag by Roslyn Wakshlag
Charles Bergman by Roslyn Wakshlag
David Gelberg by Arnold Gelberg
Ida Gritzhandler by Susan Kanfer
Pinchas Burstein by Carol Burstein
Julius Wirtheim by Stanley Wirtheim
Emil Rice by Toby Goldberg
Michael Goldstein by Harvey Goldstein
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November 2019
SUN

MON

TUE

WED

THU

FRI
1

SAT
2

Shabbat Morning Service
Kabbalat Shabbat Service 9:00 am
6:30 pm

Candle Lighting
5:32pm

3

4

5

7

6

Morning Minyan
Breakfast 8:45am

Parashat Hashavuah 6:30pm
Revi’i Yisraeli 7:30pm
Conversational Hebrew
8:30pm

Board Meeting
8:00p.m.

11

12

Morning Minyan &
Breakfast 8:45am

13

Torah and Our Lives
11:00am

14

18

19

Pollak Lecture
w/Seth Davis
7:00pm

Candle Lighting
4:18pm

21

22

25

26

27

Kabbalat Shabbat Service New Empty Nester Happy
Hour at the home of Rabbi
6:30pm
Gordon and Carrie Yaffe
3:30 -5:30 p.m.

Interfaith
Thanksgiving Service
At Zion Episcopal
7:30pm

Candle Lighting
4:13pm

28

Torah and Our Lives
11:00am
Parashat Hashavuah 6:30pm
Revi’i Yisraeli 7:30pm
Conversational Hebrew
8:30pm

19

23
Shabbat Morning Service
9:00 am

Parashat Hashavuah 6:30pm
Revi’i Yisraeli 7:30pm
Conversational Hebrew
8:30pm

Morning Minyan &
Breakfast 8:45am

16

Kabbalat Shabbat Service 9:00 am Breakfast
10:00 am Shacharit
6:30pm
10:30 am Torah Service
Birthdays & Anniversaries
11:15 am Musaph Service
Celebrated
12:00pm Kiddush/Lunch

Torah and Our Lives
11:00am

Planting of Daffodils
10:30 at Little Neck
Triangle

24

20

15

Shabbat Morning
Experience:

Parashat Hashavuah 6:30pm
Revi’i Yisraeli 7:30pm
Conversational Hebrew
8:30pm

Morning Minyan &
Breakfast 8:45am

Shabbat Morning Service
9:00 am

Candle Lighting
4:25pm

Shabbat Project Challah
Bake 6:30pm at Chabad of
Great Neck

17

9

Kabbalat Shabbat Service
6:30pm

Kristallnacht
Program at
Marathon Jewish
Center

10

8

29

Thanksgiving
Office Closed

Kabbalat Shabbat Service
6:30pm
Candle Lighting
4:10pm

30
Shabbat Morning Service
9:00 am

December 2019
SUN
1

MON
2

TUE
3

Morning Minyan
& Breakfast
8:45am

WED
4

Torah and Our Lives
11:00am

THU
5

9

10

Morning Minyan
& Breakfast
8:45am

11

Torah and Our Lives
11:00am

6

SAT
7
Shabbat Morning Service
9:00am
Bar Mitzvah Anniversary:
Peter Kind

Kabbalat Shabbat Service
6:30pm

Parashat Hashavuah 6:30 pm
Revi’i Yisraeli 7:30 pm
Conversational Hebrew
8:30 pm

8

FRI

Candle Lighting
4:08pm

12

13

14
Shabbat Morning Service
9:00am
Kabbalah Circle12:30 pm

Intermediate
Hebrew
10:00am

Kitchen Shower
11:00am

Parashat Hashavuah 6:30 pm
Revi’i Yisraeli 7:30 pm
Conversational Hebrew
8:30 pm

Board Meeting
8:00 p.m.

15

16

Kabbalat Shabbat Service
6:30pm

17

Morning Minyan
& Breakfast
8:45am

18

Torah and Our Lives
11:00am

Candle Lighting
4:09pm

19
Intermediate
Hebrew
10:00am

23

24

Morning Minyan
& Breakfast
8:45am

Erev Chanukah
Light 1st Candle

Chanukah
Light 2nd Candle

Chanukah
Light 3rd Candle

29

30

31

Morning Minyan
& Breakfast
8:45am

26

Office Closed

Intermediate
Hebrew
10:00am

Chanukah Party
5:00 pm

Chanukah
Light 8th Candle

20

21
Sh ab b at M o r ni ng
Ex pe r i e n c e :
9:00
10:00
10:30
11:15
12:00

am
am
am
am
pm

Breakfast
Shacharit
Torah Service
Musaph Service
Kiddush/Lunch

Candle Lighting
4:12pm

25 Christmas Day

Chanukah
Light 4th Candle

Kabbalat Shabbat
Service
6:30pm
Birthdays
&Anniversaries
Are Celebrated

Parashat Hashavuah
6:30 pm
Revi’i Yisraeli 7:30 pm
Conversational Hebrew
8:30 pm

22

20

27

28
Shabbat Morning Service
9:00 am

Kabbalat Shabbat Service
6:30pm
Chanukah Dinner
7:30pm
Candle Lighting
4:16pm

Chanukah
Chanukah
Light 5th Candle Light 6th Candle

Chanukah
Light 7th Candle

Congregation L’Dor V’Dor Presents

American/Chinese
Shabbat Chanukah Dinner

Friday, December 27 at 7:30 p.m. *
Following our Kabbalat Shabbat Service Beginning at 6:30 p.m.

Adults $36.00/pp
Children Ages 7-12 $15.00/pp
Children 6 years and under are free
*THIS SHABBAT CHANUKAH CELEBRATION WILL
ONLY
OCCUR
IF
WE
HAVE
AT
LEAST
40
PAID RESERVATIONS BY MONDAY, DECEMBER 16TH.
Return this form to the synagogue office by Monday, December 16
Or register on line at olnjc.org/ShabbatChanukah
Please reserve ___ seats at the Shabbat Chanukah American/Chinese Dinner on Friday,
December 27.
____ Adults @ $36

_____ Children (7-12) @$15

Name: ________________________________________
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_____ Children 6 and under
Phone: __________________________

