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See page 7 
for Passover details 
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April Schedule of Services 

 

 

 
 

Fri., Apr. 5 Kabbalat Shabbat Service      6:30 p.m. 
 

Sat., Apr. 6 Shabbat Morning Experience 

  Breakfast       9:00 a.m. 

  Shacharit     10:00 a.m. 

  Torah Service     10:30 a.m. 

  Musaph      11:15 a.m. 

  Kiddush/Lunch     12:00 p.m. 
 

Sun., Apr. 7 Morning Minyan & Breakfast     8:45 a.m. 
 

Fri., Apr. 12 Shabbat Evening Service      6:30 p.m. 

  Birthdays and Anniversaries Celebrated 
 

Sat., Apr. 13 Shabbat Morning Service      9:00 a.m. 

  Shabbat HaGadol 
 

Sun., Apr. 14 Morning Minyan & Breakfast     8:45 a.m. 
 

Fri., Apr. 19 Siyyum Bechorim      6:30 a.m. 

  NO EREV SHABBAT SERVICE 
 

Sat., Apr. 20 Pesach Day 1: Shacharit      9:30 a.m. 
 

Sun., Apr. 21 Pesach Day 2 

 Shacharit 9:30 a.m. 
 

Thurs. Apr. 25 Erev Pesach Day 7ðMincha/Maariv 7:30 p.m. 
 

Fri., Apr. 26 Pesach Day 7 

 Pesach Morning Service       9:30 a.m. 

 Erev Shabbat/Holiday Services       7:30 p.m. 
 

Sat., Apr. 27 Shabbat/ Pesach Day 8 

 Shacharit       9:30 a.m. 

 Yizkor     11:45 a.m. 
 

Sun., Apr. 28 Morning Minyan & Breakfast     8:45 a.m. 

 Yom HaShoah Observance    10:30 a.m. 
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From  

Our Rabbi 
 

Preparing Our Homes  

And Our Souls For Passover 
 

Pesach is almost here and it is time to get the leaven out!  From 
10 a.m. Friday April 19, until sundown on Saturday, April 27 it 
is forbidden for Jews to eat, own or derive benefit from         
chametz.  Chametz is any food or beverage that contains wheat, 
barley, oat, spelt or rye that has come into contact with moisture 
and allowed to leaven or ferment.  It is written in the book of 
Exodus, ñYou shall observe the feast of Unleavened Bread, for 
on this day I brought your ranks out of the land of Egypt. No 
leaven (chametz) shall be found in your homes for seven days. 
For whoever eats what is leavened that person shall be cut off 
from the community of Israel.ò 
 

The Rabbis identified leaven with the evil inclination, the urge 
that gives rise to wrong-doing.  Philo, the great philosopher 
once said, ñJust as leaven is banned because it is puffed up, we 
must ban self righteousness that puffs us up with false pride.ò 
By removing the leaven from our homes and from our lives, we 
symbolically express our desire to liberate ourselves from the 
corrupting influences which make us subservient to our passions 
and evil impulses. Thus, Pesach is not only a time to recall and 
celebrate our freedom from Egyptian bondage, but it is also a 
time to rejoice in our ability to free ourselves of those elements 
from within us that enslave. 
 

There are four steps to follow for the complete removal of     
chametz prior to Pesach. The first step is Bedikat Chametz, the 
ceremonial search for leaven. The search is conducted by the 
light of a candle or a flashlight on the night before Pesach.  By 
this time the house should have been thoroughly cleaned and 
little piles of chametz placed around the house to be found     
during the search. When Bedikat Chametz has been completed 
the   following formula is recited: ñMay all leaven in my posses-
sion which I have not seen or removed be regarded as mere dust 
of the earth.ò This is the second step in the removal of chametz 
and is called Bitul Chametz. The third step is Biur Chametz, the 
burning of chametz. The fourth and final step in getting the 
leaven out is Mechirat Chametz, the selling of chametz. Not  
only is it forbidden to eat chametz for the 8 days of Passover, 
but it is also forbidden to own any chametz.  For details on 
Mechirat Chametz, see page 7. 
 

The careful observance of the Passover holiday and all of its 
rituals adds a very special dimension to our lives and helps in 
the concretization of many important values. 
 

Carrie and I wish everyone a Chag Sameach VôKasher. 
 
 

Rabbi Gordon Yaffe 
 

The next Kabbalah Circle will be on  

Saturday, May 11th. 


