
Page    

 

Oakland Jewish Center                      Little Neck Jewish Center  

 

LNJC.org                    June/July 2013                    Vol 9. Issue 10  

 TEMPLE        

   TALK    

Inside this issue:  
 

Rabbiôs Message     2 

Schedule of Services    2 

ð ð ð ð ð ð ð ð ð ð ð ð ð ð  

Presidential Matters    3 

Cantorôs Message           3 

Temple Calendar Meeting    3  

Sisterhood Meeting       3 

ð ð ð ð ð ð ð ð ð ð ð ð ð ð  

Birthdays & Anniversaries      4  

B & A Shabbat Service      4  

ð ð ð ð ð ð ð ð ð ð ð ð ð ð  

Shabbat Highlights    5     

ð ð ð ð ð ð ð ð ð ð ð ð ð ð  

Principalôs Message   6 

ð ð ð ð ð ð ð ð ð ð ð ð ð ð  

Blood Drive                7  

Tikkun Olam    7 

Dinner Dance Review        7  

Thank You!                 7                           

ð ð ð ð ð ð ð ð ð ð ð ð ð ð  

Israeli Highlights    8 

Mazel Tov! ðShron Family    8  

ð ð ð ð ð ð ð ð ð ð ð ð ð ð 

Rummage Sale    9 

ð ð ð ð ð ð ð ð ð ð ð ð ð ð  

Donations                10 

ð ð ð ð ð ð ð ð ð ð ð ð ð ð  

Advertisements   11 

Thank You!                11  

LNJC Poetry Winner        11     

ð ð ð ð ð ð ð ð ð ð ð ð ð ð  

Sisterhood Book Club   12 

Adult Education   12 

ð ð ð ð ð ð ð ð ð ð ð ð ð ð  

Flyers:  
 

June/July Monthly Calendar  

 

  

Celebrating 100 Years! 
 

United Synagogue  

October Convention 

 

 

 

 

 

Join us in October in  

Baltimore, Maryland and be 

a part of the  

conversation...this dynamic 

and exciting event  

not to missed! 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 

Monday, July 15th at 8:00 PM  
 

Community Maariv & Reading of Lamentations  
at Lake Success Jewish Center  

at 354 Lakeville Road, Great Neck    
 
 

 

Tuesday, July 16th at 8:00 PM  
 

Community Mincha/Maariv  
at Oakland Little Neck Jewish Center  

 
Members of Congregation LôDor VôDor, Lake Success Jewish Center and 

Marathon Jewish Center will be participating in these services.  

 

A Commmunity 

t/ñêëëêëîúþîr  

 

Friday, June 14th at 6:15 PM  
 

Including a Musical  

A Capella Kabbalat Shabbat 

Service at 7:45pm  
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June-July Schedule of Services 
  

Sunday Minyan 8:45 a.m.       Tuesday Minyan 6:30 a.m. 
 

Sat., June 1 Shabbat Morning Service    9:00 a.m. 

 70th Bar Mitzvah Anniversary of Saul Spindel  

 Lunch and Learn with Cantor Shron  11:30 a.m. 

 Mincha/Maariv    7:45 p.m. 
 

Fri., June 7 Kabbalat Shabbat Service    7:30 p.m. 
 

Sat., June 8 Shabbat Morning Service    9:00 a.m.  
 

Fri.,  June 14 Musical A Capella Kabbalat Shabbat    7:45 p.m. 

 At Lake Success Jewish Center 
 

Sat., June 15 Shabbat Morning Service    9:00 a.m.  

 Mincha/Maartiv/Havdalah    7:45 p.m. 
 

Fri., June 21 Kabbalat Shabbat Service    7:30 p.m. 

 Birthdays and Anniversaries Celebrated 
 

Sat., June 22 Shabbat Morning Service    9:00 a.m. 

 Stoll Baby Naming  

 Mincha/Maariv/Havdalah    7:45 p.m. 
 

Fri., June 28 Kabbalat Shabbat Service    7:30 p.m. 

 Singles Oneg and Discussion 
 

Sat., June 29 Shabbat Morning Experience 

 Breakfast, Schmoozing & Learning    9:00 a.m. 

 Shacharit   10:00 a.m. 

 Torah Service/Musaph ` 10:30 a.m. 

 Kiddush/Lunch  12:00 p.m. 

 Mincha/Maariv/Havdalah    7:45 p.m. 
 

Fri., July 5 Kabbalat Shabbat Service    7:30 p.m. 
 

Sat., July 6 Shabbat Morning Service    9:00 a.m. 

 Mincha/Maariv/Havdalah    7:45 p.m. 
 

Fri., July 12 Kabbalat Shabbat Service    7:30 p.m. 
 

Sat., July 13 Shabbat Morning Service    9:00 a.m. 

 Lunch and Learn w/Rabbi Yaffe  11:30 a.m. 

 Mincha/Maariv/Havdalah    7:45 p.m. 

 

Fri., July 19 Kabbalat Shabbat Service    7:30 p.m. 

 Birthdays and Anniversaries Celebrated 
 

Sat., July 20 Shabbat Morning Service    9:00 a.m. 

 Mincha/Maariv/Havdalah    7:45 p.m. 
 

Fri., July 26 Kabbalat Shabbat Service    7:30 p.m. 
 

Sat., July 27 Shabbat Morning Service    9:00 a.m. 

 Mincha/Maariv/Havdalah    7:45 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 Shabbat Candle Lighting 

 
June   7 8:06 p.m.  July 5 8:13 p.m. 

June 14 8:10 p.m. July 12 8:10 p.m. 

June 21 8:12 p.m. July 19 8:06 p.m. 

June 28 8:13 p.m. July 26 8:01 p.m. 
 

 
 

Shabbat Shalom  

From the Rabbi 
 

This month we will be participating in a Community 

Celebration of Shabbat that is being hosted by the Lake 

Success Jewish Center.  On Friday night, June 14 (which 

just happens to be my birthday) we will be kicking off 

the summer with a barbecue that is being sponsored by 

our congregation together with Marathon Jewish Center and Lake     

Success Jewish Center.  After dinner, on the lawn of LSJC, we will join 

together for an A Capella Musical Kabbalat Shabbat service that will be 

led by myself and Cantor Shron and the members of our A Capella 

Choir.  Maariv will be led by Rabbi Klayman, Cantor Lowensohn, Rab-

bi Greene and  Cantor Haymen.  During the service there will be a spe-

cial recognition of the High School and College Graduates who are chil-

dren of our members and they will be given a special blessing. 
 

This will be the first of what we hope will be a number of opportunities 

for the members of our congregation to get together with members of 

some of the other Conservative Synagogues in our area to enhance our 

Jewish experience.  An evening of learning that will hopefully take 

place this fall is in the planning stages.  Hinei ma tov u ma na-im, she-

vet achim gam yachad!  How good and pleasant it is when brothers and 

sisters dwell together in peace and in harmony. 
 

On the back page of this issue of Temple Talk is an invitation for the 

members of our community to attend an information session about a 

program called Context.  Context is a two year Adult education course 

that will be presented by the Jewish Theological Seminary of America 

here in Little Neck beginning this fall. I would like to encourage        

everyone to come and learn and get a preview of  this exciting          

opportunity for intense, serious and fulfilling study of classical Jewish 

texts with a uniquely Conservative approach. On Monday, June 24 at 

7:00 p.m. OLNC is indeed the place to be! 
 

Throughout the Summer beginning on June 12 on Wednesday mornings 

at 11:00 am I will be teaching a course that is based on the recently   

published book, The Observant LifeðThe Wisdom of Conservative 

Judaism for Contemporary Jews.  I am happy to report that this class 

already has 11 students and more students are always welcome.  This 

class will touch on a wide range of topics relevant to our contemporary 

lives.   
 

Arriving in the mail shortly will be two flyers about the United Syna-

gogue Convention that will be in Baltimore, Maryland this October.  

When you take a look at these flyers you will see that this convention 

will not be the ñsame oldò, but will be an exciting, dynamic, and rele-

vant approach to Conservative Judaism as a way of living a meaningful 

Jewish life in the 21st century. It would be great if we had a significant  

contingent of members of our congregation attend this convention.  

Please take a look at these materials and see if you can set aside a few 

days in October that could prove to be transforming.  It is my hope that 

many of us will respond to the invitation that we have all received to 

ñbe a part of the conversationò. 
 

With all that I discussed above together with our participation in The 

Israel Day Parade on June 2, Lunch and Learn, The Shabbat Morning 

Experience, Tot Shabbat, the observance of Tisha BôAv, our annual 

OLNJC Rummage Sale and much more, Judaism is alive and well in 

North East Queens and Western Nassau County.   I hope that your plans 

for the summer will include some time to connect with God, members 

of the congregation and the beauty of our Jewish Heritage.  Within 

hours I will be embarking on a journey to Israel together with 14     

members of our congregation.  I look forward to seeing you soon and 

sharing the experiences of this congregational trip. 

  Rabbi Gordon Yaffe 



Page 3  

 

 Presidential Matters 
by Steve Aronowitz 

 

While all of us are anxiously awaiting court approval regarding 

the consolidation ï and we expect a positive decision soon ï the 

consolidation committee continues to plan for our future.  Hereôs 

a brief look at some of issues we have addressed:   
 

We have been interviewing candidates for office manager.  Several outstanding 

individuals have expressed interest in being part of our team.  We will be  

meeting finalists on Monday, June 17th. The committee determined that an 

architect and contractor would be necessary for us to make wise decisions con-

cerning construction, including removal of the stage, placement of plaques from 

both Oakland and Little Neckôs lobby at the rear of the ballroom, and the reno-

vation of the lobby.  We will interview at least three architects and three con-

tractors, providing reports to the Board of Trustees for its ultimate approval. We 

will commence work as soon as possible, but given the uncertainty of when the 

judge will finally grant official approval, the myriad of B'nai Mitzvahs next year 

and the needs of the public school tenant, realistically this may not occur until 

next summer. We requested submissions of logos for Congregation LôDor 

VôDor, receiving one design.  Now is the opportunity to add your artwork by 

submitting your design to the temple office. We interviewed companies and 

received renditions of signage for the front of our building.  We will continue to 

seek samples, bringing our findings to the Board. 
 

The co-presidents have joined the Northeast Queens Temple Presidentsô group, 

discussing with our counterparts strategies to strengthen the Jewish community 

in the area.  The kick ï off event is a ShabbaBBQ at Lake Success Jewish  

Center on Friday, June 14th.  Details are in this newsletter.  An RSVP is neces-

sary as food needs to be ordered. Aware of demographics resulting in declining 

enrollment, our school leaders have looked to other synagogues, hoping to bring 

resources together, with the goal of furthering our religious education  

program.  We are addressing two expiring contracts; first, the Cantor, and  

secondly, the religious school director.  Both contracts will expire within the 

next few months.  The contract with the Cantor requires approval of the general 

membership; the school directorôs contract must be approved by the Board of 

Trustees. We will be installing new windows throughout the building, lowering 

our heating bills significantly.  This project will be completed during the  

summer 2013. 
 

We share your excitement, anticipating the official approval of the consolida-

tion.  We will notify all members once a court decision has been reached;  

hopefully, we will be speaking soon! 

 

A Message from  

Cantor Joshua Shron 
 

 

We've said it many, many times: Davening is not a spectator sport. 

Sure, your community is blessed with a talented and entertaining rabbi 

and cantor.  And one could certainly enjoy an uplifting Shabbat service    

without uttering a word.  But our goal is not to ENTERTAIN...but ra-

ther, to ENGAGE. 
 

Our service is no "concert".  Far from it. When I'm standing up on the 

bima, I want to hear you sing!  When the service becomes spirited, it 

gives me great pleasure to see you clapping along (yes - it IS ok to clap 

in shul!).  When it's time to get up and dance, for heaven's sake - don't 

just sit there!!  Join us and let the music sweep you out of your seat.  

But in our wonderful community, audience participation goes so much      

further.  This month, I'd like to highlight some fantastic examples - 

past, present and future. 
 

1.  We always love it when our young people participate in leading 

our service.  Lately, however, it seems that they've taken it to the 

next level.  For the past few months, our Dalet and Hay students 

have dragged themselves (or been dragged by others) out of bed 

early on Saturday mornings.  For baseball games?  Gymnastics 

lessons?   To watch TV?  No - to arrive at OLNJC by 9 am and to 

lead the       congregation in prayer.  What a joy it is to see our 

sanctuary FULL of kids first thing in the morning!  They've done 

an incredible job, and you can see by the smiles all around that the 

congregation is kvelling.  And last month, our Bet class blew eve-

ryone away with their unbelievable skill and ability in leading the 

Friday night      service.  What a night!  It was abundantly clear 

how much time and effort each student put in to learning all they 

needed to know that evening.  Yasher Koach to all! 
 

2.  Since October, I've met each Tuesday evening with a fantastic 

group of enthusiastic individuals learning how to chant the weekly        

haftarah.  What a devoted bunch!  These men and women, ranging 

in age from 15 - 70+, have each selected a haftarah to read later 

this year and are hard at work practicing to get it just right.  One of 

our students, Joan Kase-Riger, has already "graduated" by master-

fully reading a haftarah at our Shabbat service on April 20th.  

She's now ready to take on a SECOND haftarah on August 24th.  

As for the other students, Lysa Lopater will read on July 20th, Ad-

am Lopater will read on August 17th and Chuck Wayne will chant 

his Bar    Mitzvah haftarah on August 31st.  Marc Altheim, who is 

not in the class, will be chanting on August 3. Come cheer them 

on! 
 

3.  For the past two years, our High Holiday services have been         

energized and enhanced by our High Holiday choir - a group of   

talented singers with whom I am honored to share the bima.  We 

meet weekly throughout the summer to rehearse, and have a great 

time preparing for this important season on the Jewish calendar.  

We have an amazing crew...but new members are always wel-

come!  No choral experience is necessary, adults and teens are 

welcome...and if you like to sing, you'll have a great time!        

Rehearsals begin in late June, so please email cantor@lnjc.org if 

you're interested in   participating. 
 

Get involved!  There are so many opportunities for participation in our 

community and in our synagogue services.  Be a part of it all, make a 

difference and participate in everything Oakland Little Neck Jewish  

Center has to offer! 

 

Sisterhood End of Year Meeting 
Tuesday, June 11th at 7:30 PM 

 

 

Sisterhood will be holding its culminating meeting for the 

year.  We will be planning our calendar for the upcoming 

year, which is already starting to fill up with exciting events 

and programs. All sisterhood members are encouraged to 

attend. 

Temple Calendar Meeting 
Wednesday, June 19th at 7:30 PM 

 

All committee chairs and members, it is urgent that 

you attend this meeting to get your programs on the           

calendar for the upcoming fiscal year.  Please come   

prepared with as many  proposed programs and their 

corresponding dates whether confirmed or in the    pro-

posal and planning stage.   
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HAPPY  JUNE 

BIRTHDAYS  

 

HAPPY  JUNE 

ANNIVERSARIES  

 

HAPPY  JULY  

ANNIVERSARIES  

HAPPY  JULY  

BIRTHDAYS  

2 Michele Bressler 

2 Deidre Greben 

2 Malvina Leder 

2 Zachary Riccardo 

4 Alex Weiner 

5 Emily Glaser 

6 Ira Levine 

8 Joshua Grossman 

8 Sara Laor 

8 Alfred Mamber  

9 Shari Garfinkel 

9 Gwenn Gelfand 

9 Joshua Glick 

11 Neville Grusd 

11 Doreen Hirsch 

11 Jolie Kauffman 

12 Saul Spindel 

12 Jordan Zelniker 

13 Marcia Cooper 

13 Susan Munz 

13 Jill Surielow 

13 Gail Wayne 

14 Marvin Anchin 

14 Frank Osman 

14 Rabbi Gordon Yaffe 

16 Elliot Gaberman 

16 Rachel Marks 

18 Donald Forman 

18 Diane Menchell 

19 Randy Slakter 

20 Neil Berman 

20 Daniel Rosenfeld 

21 David Orenstein 

22 Selma Walker 

23 Nicole Grijnsztein 

23 Rose Helfand 

23 Joshua Sacker 

24 Daniel Budne 

27 Dori Rosinsky 

27 Nicole Rosinsky 

27 Mitchell Stein 

28 Ravit Kraus 

29 Jennifer Junger 

1 Jason Lusthaus 

2 Rachel Schneider  

3 Lisa Reiss 

3 Simcha Shron 

3 Jason Slakter 

5 Zachary Auster 

6 Jay Auster 

6 Ina Koota 

7 Pamela Sacker 

11 Alyssa Garfinkel 

11 Susan Marcus 

11 Karen Popowsky 

11 Alexander Samuels 

12 Fred Gordon 

12 Marla Litvin  

13 David Pereg 

13 Dawn Rafal 

13 Charles Wayne 

14 Samantha Marcus 

15 Edward Goodman 

15 Joshua Greenberg 

16 Diana Charlop 

16 Samantha Cohen 

16 Ann Hoffer 

16 Jordan Jodre Maytal 

17 Alexandra Rosinsky 

17 Natalie Tanenbaum 

18 Isabel Schwartz 

20 Lysa C. Lopater 

21 Lindsay Charles 

22 Elise Glick 

22 Robert Mayer 

22 Maryann Shaller 

22 Jennifer Verola 

23 Robert Stoll 

24 Velma Grusd 

24 Robert Shaller 

26 Jacob Tellerman 

28 Rhoda Brauner 

29 Nancy Adams 

29 Ellen Charlop 

29 Cherie Litvin 

29 Fran Penner 

1 Jerome and Joan Ettlinger 

3 Laura Greenblatt and Alan Fein 

3 Melissa Berkowitz and Robert Rafal 

4 Susan and Theodore Munz 

6 Esther and Peter Kind 

6 Nadine and Eugene Rattien 

7 Barbara and Joseph Flamm 

7 Arlene and Frank Osman 

9 Barbara and Julian Raber 

10 Stacey and Jason Gottlieb 

10 Leslie and George Klein 

12 Marcia and Richard Kops 

12 Sabra and Michael Satten 

14 Deborah and Adam Schneider 

14 Ilene and Eugene Streim 

15 Diana and Lawrence Roberts 

16 Julie and Gavin Grusd 

17 Ellen and Gordon Charlop 

17 Joan and Paul Ross 

18 Ellen and Kenneth Grossman 
 

3 Isabel and Lawrence Schwartz 

3 Desiree and Nahum Shar 

4 Marlene and Joel Friedman 

4 Marcia and Bruce Kauffman 

4 Phyllis and Marc Ross 

5 Heather and Steven Blatt 

7 Nancy and Bruce Adams 

22 Shirley and Emanuel Tendler 

30 Ellen and Morton Hantman 

Celebrate Your Summer Birthday or  

Anniversary by receiving a special blessing at Erev Shabbat Services. 

If your Simcha is in June, Join us on  

Friday, June 21st at 7:30 PM 

If your Simcha is in July, Join us on  

Friday, July 19th at 7:30 PM  

18 Lois and Stanley Wirtheim 

19 Velma and Neville Grusd 

19 Patti and Lawrence Unger 

20 Jacquelin and Harold Lamkay 

21 Stacy and Steven Hoffman 

21 Susan and Stephen Kanfer 

21 Pamela and Paul Sacker 

22 Nadine and Arthur Rose 

23 Ilene and Paul Cohen 

24 Cheryl and Jeffrey Feiner 

24 Diane and Dennis Lidoshore 

25 Susan and Julian Bazel 

27 Julie and Stephen Aronowitz 

27 Julie and Melvyn Jacknowitz 

27 June and Alan Sykoff 

28 Irina and Leonid Garber 

28 Louise and Perry Heidecker 

28 Nancy and Charles Junger 

28 Diane and Mitchell Stein 

30 Fran and Ron Kasman 
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Shabbat Highlights June -July   

The Conclusion of Shabbat  
(See page 2 for the time each week)  

 

 

 

 

 

Sanctify this special time on Shabbat with 

prayer, a light meal, schmoozing and Havdalah.  

Our Monthly Shabbat 

Morning Experience!  
 

 

 

 

 

Here is the schedule for  

Saturday, June 29th & July 27th  
 

 

9:00 am  Breakfast & Torah Discussion  

10:00 am  Shacharit w/Heicha Kedushah  

10:30 am  Torah Service/Musaph  

12:00 pm  Kiddush & Lunch  

Shabbat Lunch and Learn  

Saturday, June 1st and July 13th             

  at 11:30 am  

 

 
Immediately Following Shabbat Morning  

Services there will be an enhanced Kiddush and  

an opportunity to explore and discuss a part  

of the weekly Torah portion. 

Singles Shabbat 
Friday, June 28 

 
 
 
 
7:30 p.m.  Shabbat Evening Service 
8:30 p.m. Coffee, Dessert and a Guided  
  Discussion with Henry Riger 
Topic:   Kabbalah and why it still matters 

trr/ñêëëêëîúþîr  
on Friday, June 14th at 6:15 P.M.  

 

Community Pre Shabbat Barbecue and 

Celebration of Shabbat including an  

A Capella Musical Kabbalat  

Shabbat Service on the Lake Success 

Jewish Center lawn at 7:45 P.M.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

High School and College graduates are 

invited to join us for special  

recognition and a blessing!  
 

Tot Shabbat 
Saturday, July 13th 

At 10:45 am 
 

A Shabbat Service for our 3- 6 year olds led by Rabbi 
Yaffe with prayers, songs, stories and a Shabbat snack. 
At 11:15 am Rabbi Yaffe and the tots will join the main 
service on the bimah for the conclusion of the service.   

 

Please call the synagogue office to let us know  
if you plan to join us.  
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Religious School News 
by Mindy Kremer  

 
It has been an incredibly full and fulfilling year in the Religious School, featuring curricular and programmatic innovations, and lots of 

fun! 
 

In furtherance of one of our schoolôs primary goals, i.e., to provide students with the education, skills  and comfort level needed to walk 

into services in any synagogue, in any location, and be able to participate in, and lead, Shabbat and holiday services confidently and 

knowledgably, we implemented four new curricular pieces this year: (1) a weekly school wide tefillah experience, during which students 

wore and learned the bracha for putting on a tallit, and learned and chanted various portions of the Shabbat service; (2) a Shabbat partici-

pation initiative, in conjunction with which Dalet and Hay students led the congregation in prayer from the Bimah almost every  

Shabbat.  The growth in studentsô fluency and comfort level was dramatic, impressive and extremely exciting to witness; (3) Cantor 

Shron taught our Dalet and Hay students Torah trope, which had previously been taught exclusively in Bar/Bat Mitzvah lessons; and (4) 

Rabbi Yaffe taught the Dalet and Hay classes about, and how to wrap, tefillin.   All of these initiatives have placed our kids even more 

firmly on the path to lifelong shul participation.  Curricular units about G-d and about what it means to be a mensch were also added this 

year. 
 

Holidays were celebrated in joyous, inventive and meaningful new ways.  Working with the Traveling Shofar Factory, each student craft-

ed his/her own shofar.  Some of our students led the congregation in a wonderful Tu BôShevat Seder held during Seudah Shôlisheet on 

Sisterhood Shabbat.  Students performed a Dr. Seuss Purim shpiel prior to the Megillah reading, and engaged in a family mitzvah  

project called ñPack it up for Purimò.  Students prepared publicity for the project, seeking donations from the congregation, then shopped 

with their families for items that they packed into mishloach manot baskets distributed to our neighbors in need, bringing the joy of Adar 

to those who might not otherwise experience it.  For Pesach, each class was given a topic relating to the holiday or to the Passover story, 

and, together, prepared a presentation of its choice (song, poem, skit, rap, game, etc.), through which it would teach the rest of the school 

about its topic in an entertaining way.  For Yom Haôatzmaut, we joined the congregation in a makeshift Bedouin tent set up in the Social 

Hall by our USY chapter and then split off on our own, engaging in a Scavenger Hunt relating to Israel.  The Dalet and Hay classes  

commemorated Yom Hashoah with Matthew Survis, a high school senior from New Jersey, and Marsha Kreuzman, a Holocaust survivor, 

who travel to schools and synagogues in the area to present an interactive program.  In addition to these new events, we repeated the  

perennial favorite, Pizza in a Hut during Sukkot, and were very proud of our students who participated in community services  

commemorating Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. and Yom Hashoah.  In other special programming, we were extraordinarily honored to host 

three soldiers from the Israel Defense Forces, who led our students in army drills, spoke of their experiences and answered the excellent 

questions posed by the students.  Co-Vice President of Education, Lisa Tamari reprised her challah baking and challah cover making 

event, this year with the older classes.  The entire synagogue smelled like a bakery!  Finally, we ended the school year with a class in 

Krav Maga, the official self-defense system of the Israel Defense Forces.   
 

We were wowed by our studentsô knowledge, fluency and poise during the Bet Class Shabbat, Aleph Consecration and Hay Class Gradu-

ation, and during the Dalet and Hay studentsô Shabbat participation all year. Yasher koach to all! 
 

It has been quite a year, and there are many people to thank for helping to make it so.  Thanks to:  our students, who I love as if they were 

my own; our devoted parents; our staff of talented, dedicated teachers- Lauren Schneider, Shirley Shaoolian, Ellen Charlop, Ronit Maraio, 

Sam Yellis and Rabbi Yaffe- it is no overstatement to say that our parents and teachers help to ensure the continuity of the Jewish people; 

Harriet, Edith, Audina, Alfred, Jezeburn and Juan Carlos, for all they do to support me, the school and our school families, and to keep us 

safe and comfortable; Janet Tobin for collaborating with me and helping to make the Tu BôShevat Seder so special; Lois and Stan  

Wirtheim, for their attention to detail and for caring so much that everything goes exactly as planned; David Penner for setting up our 

computer lab and for being there whenever we need him; Ellen Charlop for suggesting the Yom Hashoah program; the OLNJC  

Sisterhood  and Journal Dinner Dance Committee for their generous donations of games, gifts and a bread machine; Lisa Tamari for her  

Challah baking event; Cantor Shron, for all of his work throughout the year, including co-leading our weekly tefillah experience, teaching 

trope, preparing students for their classô participation in Shabbat services, and stepping in to help whenever asked, as well as for the  

wonderful way he has of relating to our kids; and Rabbi Yaffe, for his fierce dedication to the school, with special thanks for the  

tremendous amount of work, time and effort it took to get the Shabbat participation program off the ground and ensure its success, as well 

as for teaching the Hay class this year, teaching about tefllin, co-leading tefillah, supporting me and caring so deeply about each of our  

students.   
 

I extend a yasher koach and my heartfelt thanks to our Co-Vice Presidents of Education, Lisa Tamari and Judy Vladimir.  They jumped in 

and have filled Debbie Sosmanôs shoes beautifullyéand believe me, that is no easy feat!  Their creativity, adaptability, willingness to 

experiment with new curricula and programming, hard work and dedication have helped make this a year I wonôt forget. Finally, I want to 

thank all the members of OLNJC for the warmth, love and support extended to me this year, and for always treating me like one of the 

family.  My life is eminently richer for having you in it.  Have a peaceful and relaxing summer! 
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Spring into Action Mitzvah Project  
by Tracy Berlinsky, Hope Altheim and Celia Ayenesazan 

Co-Chairs of the Tikkun Olam Committee 
 

On Sunday, April 28th, our teens from LNJC and the Great Neck/

Little Neck Community once again paired with the group for        

developmentally disabled teens at the Samuel Field Y.  This time, 

the children (11-18 years) put their efforts into fixing the Samuel 

Field Yôs outdoor playgrounds, which had been damaged after Su-

perstorm Sandy.  After sharing a delicious pizza party, the children 

rolled up their sleeves and really went to work.  Armed with garden 

rakes, spring flowers and cleaning supplies, the children organized 

themselves into small groups and truly beautified the grounds here.  

New friendships blossomed along with the flowers, as the children 

took turns planting in the garden boxes, and cleaning up the play-

ground equipment.  Afterwards the children relaxed together with 

ice cream sundaes.  Thank you again to the children who participat-

ed in the afternoon, and the parents who encouraged their children 

to participate in it.  It was a successful event, and everyone had a 

good time. 

Annual Journal  

Dinner Dance 
by Marjorie Goldstein 

 
What a beautiful evening for a Gala as we honored four well de-

serving individuals, Rabbi Gordon and Carrie Yaffe, Robert 

Stern, and Joan Ross. It was a wonderful tribute to the lives of 

Larry Kaplan, Maury Singer, and Elaine Bruckenthal. In addition 

to the elegant venue at Temple Beth El, the delicious food, the 

great dancing, laughter and conversation, it was an opportunity to 

dine with old and new friends! 
 

Many thanks to Lois Wirtheim and Lysa Lopater, Fund Raising 

Vice Presidents who put together a fabulous evening with help 

from their committee consisting of David Penner, Harriet Joseph, 

Ann Hoffer, Stanley  Wirtheim, Lisa Pollack and Warren Shapiro. 

A special thanks to Lisa Pollack and her team for putting together 

a treasured Journal! 
 

The following presenters set the stage for the honorees with their 

candor, sense of humor, heart felt words, and their blessings: 

Rabbi Eckstein, Steve Aronowitz, Dawn Singer, Chuck Wayne, 

Janet Tobin, Marc Altheim, and Gayle Kaplan. 
 

Cantor Shron out did himself, once again, as he sang a joyous 

parody about our honorees set to the music of Fiddler on the 

Roof. 
 

The speeches by our honorees were thought provoking and inspi-

rational and we wouldnôt be where we are today without their 

tremendous input! How proud we are to be a part of this temple 

family and to envision a future where we will call ourselves 

LôDor VôDor. Rabbi Yaffe and Carrie, who have brought Dedica-

tion, Exuberance, Insight and Enhanced Spirituality, Bob Stern 

who continues to provide Strength and Leadership, and Joan Ross 

who continues to exude Warmth, Intelligence and Compassion in 

being part of this community. 
 

For those members who have never been to the Annual Dinner 

Dance, you donôt know what you are missing. Itôs a real treat to 

be with your friends and family and reflect on how lucky we are 

to be a part of this great community! 

Carrie and I would like to thank all of the        

members of our congregation for the generous 

contributions and warm wishes on our behalf that 

were printed in the Journal.  We were very 

touched by the honor we received, and the       

beautiful evening which was so well attended and 

so lovingly and eloquently orchestrated.  A special 

thank you to all of the members of the Dinner 

Dance Committee who planned this event.  Once 

again, Yasher Koach to our fellow honorees,      

Bob Stern and Joan Ross.  

 

May we have many more opportunities to share in 

the simcha of our congregation.  

Thank You From  

Rabbi Gor don and Carrie Yaf fe  

Blood Drive  

 
 
 
 
 
 

Please donate blood now...people canôt live 
without it!  

 

Questions: Contact Isabella at 516.880.5753  
or our main office at 718.224.0404  

Join our Blood Drive  
on Wednesday, June 5th  
from 4:00 PM ð8:30 PM  

at Oakland Little Neck Jewish Center  
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Israel to the UN:  

The Prerequisites for Peace 
 

Israeli UN Ambassador Ron Proser told the UN 

Security Council on Wednesday: 
 

Peace must be built on a foundation of education for     tolerance and 

coexistence.  Under the Palestinian              Authority, students learn 

history from textbooks that    glorify terrorists.  They learn geography 

from atlases that erase Israel from the map.  Gaza Kindergarten         

graduations feature ñterrorist dress-up.ò  Five year olds stage plays 

that glorify jihadists and suicide bombers. 

 

Month after month this Council meets to discuss what is wrong in the 

Middle East.  Where are the concerned voices in this debate for all the 

hate being taught to       Palestinian children?  Where are the cries 

denouncing the incitement that poisons the wells of peace? 

 

Peace must be built on a clear recognition that Israel is the nation state 

of the Jewish people.  Since King David laid the cornerstone for his 

palace in Jerusalem three thousand years ago, Jews have lived contin-

uously in the Land of Israel. 

 

Israel is committed to two states for two peoples.  In 1947, we readily 

accepted the UNôs plan to create two states in the region, an Arab state 

and a Jewish State.  Sixty-five years later, you still never hear Pales-

tinian leaders speak about two states for two peoples. 

 

These days the cities and communities of southern Israel remain under 

fire from terrorists from Gaza.  This is     despite the fact that there has 

not been a single Israeli   settlement in Gaza since 2005.  Israeli citi-

zens want real assurances for their security.  The situation in Gaza      

provides us with a valuable lesson concerning any future arrangement 

in the West Bank.  

 

Baruch Dayan Emet 
 

We extend condolences to:  
 

Judy Samuels and Dr. Alexander Samuels on the 

loss of their beloved mother and sister in law 

Sarah Samuels. 

 

Leonid Garber on the loss of his beloved sister 

Maria Litinova.  

 

Sarah Schreiber on the loss of her beloved broth-

er Samuel Lerner. 

 

Joan Levine on the loss of her beloved mother Ca-

mille Lewis. 

 

May the memories of their loved ones  

forever be a blessing. 

Why Europe Canôt Bring  

Peace to the Middle East 
 

Elliott Abrams, Council on Foreign Relations 
 
A group of former ñEuropean Eminent Personsò on the  Middle East 

peace process has written a remarkable letter to Catherine Ashton, the 

EUôs top foreign policy official,    stating: ñWe have watched with in-

creasing disappointment over the past five years the failure of the parties 

to start any kind of productive discussion.ò 

 

Five years ago, in the spring of 2008, the parties were      negotiating, 

apparently seriously, as part of what was then called ñthe Annapolis 

process.ò  That failed when Mahmoud Abbas refused an extremely gen-

erous offer from Israeli Prime Minister Olmert. 

 

Equally inaccurate is their line about the ñfailure of the    parties,ò a 

phrase which refuses to acknowledge that only the Palestinians have 

refused to negotiate in the last four years, not ñthe parties.ò 

 

The letter also notes that human rights conditions in the West Bank are 

deteriorating due to the Israeli occupation.  One can make a good argu-

ment that they are deteriorating, in Gaza due to Hamas and in the West 

Bank due to the growing pressure from the PA against journalists.  The 

letter does not appear to consider the possibility that any problem in 

Palestinian areas might possibly be the fault of             Palestinians. 

 

The letterôs greatest sins are those quite familiar in letters from Europe: 

the sin of blaming everything on Israel and blaming nothing on the Pal-

estinians, demanding nothing of the Palestinians, and treating the Pales-

tinians like objects rather than people. 

 

Nowhere does the letter mention the issue of anti-Semitic broadcasting 

and hate speech in Palestinian official media, nor the matter of the glori-

fication of terrorism and terrorists by the PA, and the impact such con-

duct has on prospects for peace. 

Mazel Tov! 
 

 

The Congregation extends our wishes of Mazel 

Tov to Simcha Shron, the son of Cantor Joshua 

and Mairov Shron, who will be called to the  

Torah as a Bar Mitzvah on Saturday, June 8 in 

East Brunswick, NJ.  

 

On Saturday, October 5 Simcha will celebrate 

his becoming a Bar Mitzvah here in Little Neck. 
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OLNJC Rummage Sale!  
August, 11 -12  

 
 

If possible, bring your donations to the synagogue on 
the set -up days and times listed below* and place your items in the            

appropriate designated areas in the ballroom.    
 

If you will not be in town from August 5 ñ9  you may bring your items to the  
synagogue throughout the month of July and the first week in August during regular busi-

ness hours.  Please label donations that are inside bags and boxes.  
 

Remember:  
Only childrenõs books will be accepted! 

 
 
 
 
 

 

Please call:  
Nadine & Eugene Rattien at (516) 466 -0490 (after July 23)  
Rhoda Fleisher at (516) 482 -0160 (Now)  
 

We thank you in advance for your time and effort.  
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

Volunteers are 
Needed!  

This Is When We Need You! 

*Set Up 
Mon., Aug. 5ñThurs., Aug.8 

11am to 3pm & 7:30 pm to 9:30 pm 
 

Friday, August 9 
10 am to 12 pm 

Sale Dates 
Sun., Aug. 11 

10:00 am  to 4 pm 
& 

Mon., Aug. 12 (Bag Day) 

Clean Up: Tues., Aug. 13  11am  to  2 pm 
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Donations   (April 25 2013ï May 28, 2013) 

 General Donations 

In Memory of : 
 

Bertha and Jack Nash 

 by Mr. & Mrs. Martin Wish 

Shirley Weinstein 

 by Mr. & Mrs. Martin Wish 

Abby Jacknowitz, beloved daughter of Julie and Mel Jacknowitz 

 by Ellen and Stanley Nash 

 by Harriet and Richard Spivack 

 by Heather and Steven Blatt 

Camille Lewis beloved mother of Joan Levine 

 by Debbie and Richard Sosman and Family 

 by Helene,and David Berkowitz and Family 

Sarah Samuels mother of Judy Samuels 

 by Leslet and Bob Stern 
 

In Honor of:  

Rabbi Gordon and Carrie Yaffe being recognized and honored for their 

devoted leadership OLNJC Congregation & to Sisterhood. 

 by Saradona and Len Lefkowitz 

Dawn & Scott Singerôs daughter Rebecca Singer becoming a  

Bat Mitzvah. 

 by Judy Samuels 

 by Harriet and Richard Spivack 

Birth of Hope Lily daughter of Tami and Jeff Wirtheim 

 by Harriet and Richard Spivack 

 by Fran and David Penner 

Joan Ross receiving the Sisterhood Eishet Chayel award 

 by Ruth Waldman 

 by Judy and Ken Wolosoff 

Birth of Hope Lily Granddaughter  of Lois & Stanley Wirtheim 

 by Gail and Charles Wayne 

 by Heather and Steven Blatt 

 by Fran and David Penner 

Jordan Aronowitz being recognized as ñYouth of the Yearò 

 by Gail and Charles Wayne 

Gloria Pollack Woman of Achievement Award 

 by Lesley and Bob Stern 

 by Shirley and Emanuel Tendler 

Harriet Spilkevitz Woman of Achievement Award  

 by Lesley and Bob Stern 

 by Harriet and Richard Spivack 

Melissa Goldsteinôs graduation from Adelphi University with a Masterôs 

Degree in School Psychology 

 by Marjorie, Leonard and Hillary Goldstein 

Saul Spindelôs 70th Bar Mitzvah Anniversary 

 by Lesley and Bob Stern 

Julian H. Cohenôs graduation from NYU Polytechnic Institute 

 by Grandma Rose Welfeld 

Shelby Cohenôs graduation from John Bowne High School 

 by Grandma Rose Welfeld 

 
Rabbiôs Discretionary Fund 

In Appreciation:  

For the support and well wishes throughout my recovery from my recent surgery. 

 by Harriet Spilkevitz 

                                     

      

Prayer Books 

In Memory of:  

Abby Jacknowitz beloved daughter of Julie and Mel Jacknowitz 

 by Helene and Richard Blatt and Family 
 by Debbie and Richard Sosman and Family 

 

Special Gifts 

In Honor of:  

 Birth of Hope Lily granddaughter of Lois and Stanley Wirtheim. 

 by Carolyn and Neil Berman 
 

Chumash 

In Memory of:  

Abby Jacknowitz beloved daughter of Julie & Mel Jacknowitz 
 by Judy Samuels 

 

Sanctuary Cards 

In Memory of:  

Sarah Samuels beloved mother of Judy Samuels 

 by Carolyn and Neil Berman 

 by Elyse Clair and Ron Cohen 
 by Phyllis Alperstein 

 by Lillian Resnick 
 

In Honor of:  
The marriage of Amy and Ken Kahanerôs daughter Lauren to Scott Konezny 

 by Ilse and Gary Holz 
Laura Greenblatt and Alan Feinôs 40th Anniversary 

 by Ilse and Gary Holz 

 

Abe Markovitz by Deanne Raffel 

Florence Litvack by Howard Litvack 

Dr. Donald Mayron by Lesley Stern 

Celia Rush by Esther Forman 

Rachel Grusd by Neville and Velma Grusd 

Patricia Harkavy by Miriam Harkavy 

Shirley Kramer by Miriam Harkavy 

Adele Blaustein by Paul Blaustein 

Alice Edelstein Weinstock by The Roberts Family 

Janet Itkin by Marjorie Goldstein 

Harry Itkin by Marjorie Goldstein 

Regina Chernys by Ann Chernys 

Ben Blick uncle of Doris Chomsky 

Jacob Flamm by Joseph and Barbara Flamm 

Fannie Bluestone by Joseph and Barbara Flamm 

Joseph Weinberg by Millicent Brown 

Beatrice Hankin by Dorie Kronwith 

Charles Selig by The Selig Family 

Theodore Mittler by Carl Mittler 

Faye and William Levine by Marcia Levine 

Laura Feiner by Jeffrey and Cheryl Feuner 

Raie Grusd by Gavin and Julia Grusd and Family 

Rose Schwartz by Isabel Schwartz 

Abraham Honig by Arnold Honig 

Mildred Kupfer by Joan and Paul Ross 

Ruth Hoffman by Beatrice Nebel 

Gerard Poll by Suzi Poll 

Pauline Reisman by Suzi Poll 

Philip Reismn by Suzi Poll 

Leon Spindel by Saul Spindel 

Sadie Hahn by Elyse, Teddy, David and Scott Goodman 

Emma Major by Geraldine Major 

Harry Rice by Elyse, Ted, David and Scott Goodman 

Ann Silverman by Suzanne Cohen 

Harry Dorn by Ruth Heyman 

Bernice Reynolds by Joan Weibman 

Bernice Wirchin by Arthur Wirchin 

Samuel Frankel by Judith Tomasik 

Mildred Frankel by Judith Tomasik 

Annemarie Holz by Gary Holz 

Mollie Menachem by Judy Samuels 

Lawrence Sacker by Paul Sacker 

Harold Feller by Rhoda Fleisher 

 

 

We gratefully acknowledge the following  
Yahrzeit Donations in memory of:  

Donations   (April 25 2013ï May 28, 2013) 
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Mazel Tov! 
 

Alyce Drabkin, long standing LNJC member won 

Third Prize for her poem, ñBrighton Beachò, in the 

2013 Great Neck Plaza Poetry Contest.  There was 

an Awards Ceremony on April 21 at the Great Neck 

Village Hall, where winners read their poems. 

Thank You! 
 

We wish to thank our temple family for all the support we 

have received during this most  catastrophic and difficult 

time. Your kind words, cards, and donations made in 

memory of our   beloved daughter and spouse, Abby, have 

been extremely comforting, and are very much   

appreciated.  
 

Julie and Mel Jacknowitz and Rachel Engel  

Thank You! 
 

My heartfelt thanks for all the wonderful  

acknowledgements on receiving Sisterhoodôs 

Elaine Bruckenthal Woman of Valor Award.  

   With Appreciation,  

   Joan Ross 

Thank You! 
Heartfelt thanks, gratitude and appreciation to our 

Temple family for all their wonderful support, kind  

sentiments and donations made in memory of our 

beloved mother and sister in law Sarah. 

 

Judy Samuels and Dr. Alexander Samuels   


