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A Capella Musical
Kabbalat Shabbat Service
Friday, February 7, 2014
At 6:30 p.m.
We welcome Shabbat
with Singing, Dancing,
And Lots Of Joy!!!

CLUB COMEDY NITE

Saturday, February 8, 2014
At 8:00 P.M.
Headline Entertainment

Our New Logo
Created by Neal Yaffe

Jon Fisch

Randy Levin

RSVP your seat with our office at 718.224.0404
For a night of laughter, elaborate desserts and fine wine!
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February Schedule of Services

From the Rabbi
In September of 2011, Simon Deng, a former Sudanese slave, delivered a
speech at a conference that was held at the UN building in New York. I
have decided to print excerpts of this speech in my column with hopes that
Simon Deng’s words can become part of our community’s resources to
speak out with pride on behalf of the modern state of Israel, our homeland and home to
approximately one half of the world’s Jewish population.

Sat., Feb. 1

I came here as a friend of the State of Israel and the Jewish people. I came to protest this
Durban conference which is based on a set of lies. It is organized by nations who are
themselves guilty of the worst kind of oppression.
It will not help the victims of racism. It will only isolate and target the Jewish state. It is a
tool of the enemies of Israel .
The UN has itself become a tool against Israel . For over 50 years, 82 percent of the UN
General Assembly emergency meetings have been about condemning one state - Israel .
Hitler couldn't have been made happier! The Durban Conference is an outrage. All decent
people will know that.
I come here today with a radical idea. I come to tell you that there are peoples who suffer from the
UN’s anti-Israelism even more than the Israelis. I belong to one of those people. By exaggerating
Palestinian suffering, and by blaming the Jews for it, the UN has muffled the cries of those who suffer
on a far larger scale.
The UN is concerned about the so-called Palestinian refugees. They dedicated a separate agency for
them. and they are treated with a special privilege.
In the Nuba Mountains, another region of Sudan, genocide is taking place as I speak. The Islamist
regime in Khartoum is targeting the black Africans – Muslims and Christians. Nobody at the UN has
told the truth about the Nuba Mountains.

Shabbat Morning Service
Bar Mitzvah: Benjamin Menchell

9:00 a.m.

Mincha/Maariv/Havdalah

4:30 p.m.

Sun., Feb. 2

World Wide Wrap
Morning Minyan

8:00 a.m.
8:45 a.m.

Tues., Feb. 4

Morning Minyan

6:30 a.m.

Fri., Feb. 7

A Capella Musical Kabbalat Shabbat 6:30 p.m.

Sat., Feb. 8

Shabbat Morning Service
Bar Mitzvah: Brandon Alwadish

9:00 a.m.

Mincha/Maariv/Havdalah

4:45 p.m.

Sun., Feb. 9

Morning Minyan

8:45 a.m.

Tues., Feb. 11

Morning Minyan

6:30 a.m.

Fri., Feb. 14

Shabbat Evening Service
8:00 p.m.
February Birthdays & Anniversaries

Sat., Feb. 15

Shabbat Morning Service
Mincha/Maariv/Havdalah

I don’t like talking about my experience as a slave, but I do it because it is important for the world to
know that slavery exists even today.
I was only nine years old when an Arab neighbor named Abdullahi tricked me into following him to a
boat. The boat wound up in Northern Sudan where he gave me as a gift to his family. For three and a
half years I was their slave going through something that no child should ever go through: brutal
beatings and humiliations; working around the clock; sleeping on the ground with animals; eating the
family’s left-overs. During those three years I was unable to say the word “no.” All I could say was
“yes,” “yes,” “yes.”
My friends, today, tens of thousands of black South Sudanese still serve their masters in the North and
the UN is silent about that. It would offend the OIC and the Arab League. As a former slave and a
victim of the worst sort of racism, allow me to explain why I think calling Israel a racist state is
absolutely absurd and immoral.
I have been to Israel five times visiting the Sudanese refugees. Let me tell you how they ended up there.
These are Sudanese who fled Arab racism, hoping to find shelter in Egypt. They were wrong. When
Egyptian security forces slaughtered twenty-six black refugees in Cairo who were protesting Egyptian
racism, the Sudanese realized that the Arab racism is the same in Khartoum or Cairo. They needed
shelter and they found it in Israel. Dodging the bullets of the Egyptian border patrols and walking for
very long distances, the refugees’ only hope was to reach Israel’s side of the fence, where they knew
they would be safe.
Black Muslims from Darfur chose Israel above all the other Arab-Muslim states of the area. Do you
know what this means!!!?? And the Arabs say Israel is racist!!!?
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4:45 p.m.

Sun., Feb. 16

Morning Minyan

8:45 a.m.

Tues., Feb. 18

Morning Minyan

6:30 a.m.

Fri., Feb. 21

Shabbat Evening Service
Simcha Singles Oneg & Discussion
Speaker: Rabbi Yaffe

8:00 p.m.
9:00 p.m.

Sat., Feb. 22

Shabbat Morning Experience
Breakfast/Schmoozing & Learning 9:00 a.m.
Shacharit
10:00 a.m.
Torah Service/Musaf Service
10:30 a.m.
Kiddush/Lunch
12:00 p.m.

Do you hear the UN condemn Arab racism against blacks?
What you find on the pages of the New York Times, or in the record of the UN condemnations is
“Israeli crimes” and Palestinian suffering. My people have been driven off the front pages because of
the exaggerations about Palestinian suffering. What Israel does is portrayed as a Western sin. But the
truth is that the real sin happens when the West abandons us: the victims of Arab/Islamic apartheid.

9:00 a.m.

Mincha/Maariv/Havdalah

5:00 p.m.

Sun., Feb. 23

Morning Minyan

8:45 a.m.

Tues., Feb. 25

Morning Minyan

6:30 a.m.

Fri., Feb. 28

Shabbat Evening Service

6:30 p.m.

Shabbat Candle Lighting
February 7
February 14
February 21
February 28

5:00 p.m.
5:09 p.m.
5:17 p.m.
5:25 p.m.

Shabbat Shalom
Is Israel a racist state? To my people, the people who know racism – the
answer is absolutely not. Israel is a state of people who are the colors of the
rainbow. Jews themselves come in all colors, even black. I met with
Ethiopian Jews in Israel. Beautiful black Jews.
So, yes … I came here today to tell you that the people who suffer most
from the UN anti-Israel policy are not the Israelis but all those people who
the UN ignores in order to tell its big lie against Israel: we, the victims of
Arab/Muslim abuse: women, ethnic minorities, religious minorities,
homosexuals, in the Arab/Muslim world. These are the biggest victims of
UN Israel hatred.

Trivia Bowl Review

Presidential Matters

By Karen Pokowsky

By Steve Aronowitz
It began slowly, gained momentum, and then lost its
energy and came to a halt for several months. Just as
frustration grew to a high point, with the stroke of a pen,
the Order of Consolidation was signed, and a new Jewish
Center was born. That historic event (for us) ended months of waiting and
waiting, setting us up for wonderful days to come, year after year, as The
Oakland and Little Neck Jewish Centers officially became Congregation
L’Dor V’Dor.
Regardless of the name and in what seemed like a never-ending state of
transition, the doors remained open, services have been conducted with
unmatched engagement and large numbers have been participating in a
wide range of activities. OLNJC is the place to be! Parking spaces have
been at a premium!
On January 13 we had the first congregational meeting of Congregation
L’Dor V’Dor. Prior to the meeting, Rabbi Yaffe delivered an inspiring
D’Var Torah and spoke in detail about the exciting Multigenerational
Shabbat fueled by the energy of our Youth that has been scheduled for the
third week in March. The primary purposes of this congregational meeting
were the ratification of a new Constitution that will serve as the
foundation for the governance of the congregation and the ratification of a
new three-year contract for Cantor Shron. That decision was vital as the
Cantor has brought an energy and passion received favorably by all
members.
The Rabbi-Cantor team has rapidly built a reputation of
creating joyful opportunities for every member, regardless of age, to play
a role in the growth of L’Dor V’Dor. The Constitution and the Cantor’s
Contract were approved. Other business of the meeting included
accepting the proposed Congregation L’Dor V’Dor logo designed by
Neal Yaffe, to be used on Temple letterhead and other communications.
There was a proposal to have Board Members commit to attend at least
two Shabbat Mincha/Maariv services over the next 6 months.
George Klein of the Ritual Committee is sending out a sign-up sheet.
Thank you to the members of the Consolidation Committee for their
endless efforts: Bob Stern, Dawn Singer, Marty Ackerman,
Martin Jahre, Chuck Wayne, Jerry Schwartz, Jeff Bass,
Howard Litvak, Irwin Wolf and Marjorie Goldstein.
Thank you to Donald Schoenholt, Daniel Budne and Ken Guttenplan
who prepared the new Constitution that was ratified
at the meeting of the congregation.
On the business end, a special committee will be established to make
recommendations for secure investments for the resources brought along
as part of the consolidation. A second committee has been appointed by
the co-presidents to negotiate the sale of the parking lot, adjacent to OJC,
with prospective buyers. The parking lot was not part of the sale of the
building. Any sale must be approved by the general membership. We will
be following the court approved Plan of Consolidation concerning the
display of plaques; the first phase of that enormous project will be to
assemble volunteers to work on the placement of plaques.
Perhaps, most importantly, is the question: how do we build upon what we
have? As always, I am excited about our future. We have worked hard to
put us in this position. Our successes have not happened by accident; that
is why your help is necessary to secure the foundation. I encourage you to
be involved and participate in all that our synagogue has to offer. There is
indeed something for everyone at Congregation L’Dor V’Dor.
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Presenting: TRIVIA BOWL 2014….brought to
Congregation L’Dor V’Dor by (the one and only)
Cantor Josh Shron and the lovely Mairov Shron!
Saturday evening, January 11 was filled with fun, mayhem and
laughter when more than 80 people came together as 9 teams
vying to win 8 rounds of trivia questions on such topics as
movies, music, sports, geography, and, of course, Judaism
(Purim, to be precise!). The round- winning team was awarded
with a prize for each team member… kazoos, mustaches, chess
games, and giant suckers were among the parting gifts.
“Tie breaking” contests were held to assure that only 1 team
would win a round (i.e. try singing a few bars from songs that
have the word SUN/SON in it when the spotlight is on YOU)!
Throughout the evening, contestants were powered by “brain
food” (pretzels, popcorn, peanuts, etc.) while during intermission
contestants were treated to “build your own “sundaes.
Congratulations to Team 9 (third place) and Team 5 (second
place) . Finally, the GRAND PRIZES were awarded to the team
that had the most points for winning the most rounds .Team 3
(AKA Joan, Ira and Andrew Levine, Adam and
Deborah Schneider, Ellen and Gordon Charlop, Karen and
Dean Verola, and Irene and Fred Gordon) took FIRST PLACE
honors!
OLNJC appreciates the generosity of the following merchants who
donated the GRAND PRIZES:
Mazur’s Kosher Marketplace
254-51 Horace Harding Blvd, Little Neck
Slim’s Bagels, 251-31 Horace Harding Blvd, Little Neck
Bagel Boss, 1564 Union Tpke, Lake Success, NY
Douglaston Movieworld, 242-02 61 Ave, Douglaston,
Bow Tie Cinemas / Squire Cinema,
115 Middle Neck Road, Great Neck,
Café Muscat, 178-07 Union Tpke, Fresh Meadows,
Grill Time, 90 Middle Neck Road, Great Neck,
Strauss Bakery, 607 Middle Neck Road, Great Neck,
Buddy’s Kosher Delicatessen, 215-01 73 Ave, Bayside
In addition to being a member of the first place winning team,
Adam Schneider won the 50-50 Raffle (OLNJC won the other
half!)
The evening could not have proceeded without our scorekeepers,
Adam Lopater, Brianna and Rebecca Singer, Dawn Rafal and
Rebecca Shaller and thanks to Judy Samuels, Warren Shapiro,
Rabbi Yaffe, Harriet Joseph, Edith Schatz, Audi Acevedo, and
Fernando Ramos for their invaluable assistance, contributing to
the success of the evening.
And a round of THUNDEROUS
Josh and Mairov Shron!

APPLAUSE

for

HAPPY FEBRUARY
BIRTHDAYS

A Message from
Cantor Joshua Shron
A few weeks ago, our family had the opportunity to spend a few frigid days in
Washington, DC. Despite the fact that we lost a whole day of touring due to
snow (did you know the government completely SHUTS DOWN at the first
sign of a few snowflakes?), we had a great time seeing the sights in our nation's capitol. We
visited the Air & Space Museum, the Museum of Natural History, the Capitol Building,
Library of Congress, Bureau of Engraving and Printing and more...and though freezing
outside, we had the chance to enjoy a few short days of family bonding in a fun, memorable
visit.
We also brought our kids to tour the U.S. Holocaust Museum, a truly remarkable place.
While we knew our older kids should be there, Mairov and I had pondered whether or not to
include the museum on our itinerary - wondering what, if anything, our younger kids would
take away from their visit. Would it be too scary? Would it be boring? Would they
appreciate what the Jews of Europe endured during those dark years of persecution,
destruction and murder? In reality, Sela (8) and AJ (5½) WERE somewhat bored by the
seemingly-endless corridors of photos, descriptions and black & white documentary videos.
However, on the very first floor of the museum, there is a fantastic exhibit for children.
Entitled "Remember the Children: Daniel's Story," the exhibit walks kids through the tale of
Daniel, a fictional child of the Holocaust. We are introduced to Daniel and his family, and are
guided through the home in which Daniel grew up - a comfortable home, not unlike many of
our homes today. Daniel's parents were successful storeowners; his father, a decorated war
hero from World War I. Through Daniel's diary entries, we learn that Daniel and his little
sister, Erica, lived a happy, comfortable life in Germany.
Then, of course, things began to change. As we move through the exhibit, we learn that
Daniel was required to wear a yellow star and add "Israel" as a middle name. His parents'
store was vandalized, and Daniel was no longer allowed to swim in the public pool. He and
his Jewish classmates were taunted at school. Finally, Daniel's family was forced to move
into a ghetto, living in extremely cramped conditions with very little food. We walk through
Daniel's home in the ghetto, where a pot of water with a single turnip, the family's dinner,
cooks on the stove. Daniel's many diary entries convey the family's hardships throughout
their experiences. As Daniel's family enters the unimaginable horrors of the concentration
camps, we learn that Daniel and his father are separated from his mother and sister, never to
see them again. Daniel and his father ultimately survive their ordeal, and at the conclusion of
the tour, Daniel urges us never to forget his story and the stories of millions of children who
were victims of the holocaust.
While it can be difficult for a child to internalize such a difficult experience, I believe this
exhibit had an impact on all of my kids. They realized that Daniel's pre-holocaust life was
much like their own, and wondered how they could endure the challenges faced by Daniel and
his family. I'm glad we decided to visit.
I am writing to you on January 27th, a day designated by the United Nations as International
Holocaust Remembrance Day. It is the day upon which Soviet troops liberated Auschwitz in
1945. And today, in 2014, I read a story of hundreds of demonstrators who marched through
the streets of Paris yesterday, chanting "Jew, France is not yours." The same story reports that
40% of French Jews are afraid to identify as Jewish. Chilling, indeed. Can it happen again?
Who knows. But we know all too well that there are those in power today who STILL yearn
for a time when we are "wiped off the map." It is more important than ever to teach our
children and grandchildren what took place, and what could, God forbid, take place again.
Never forget.

1 Danielle Drucker
1 David Goodman
2 Ronnie Goldstein
2 Rebecca Singer
4 Esther Spindel
5 Emily Hochman
5 Jana Kauffman
5 Linda Schlosser
6 Benjamin Kestenbaum
6 Ellie Shron
7 Brandon Alwadish
7 Scott Hoffman
7 Alexander Roberts
7 Lesley Stern
8 Amy Friedner
9 Rachel Coons
9 Ahuva Maytal
9 Alexander Yeres
10 Marc Altheim
10 Jacob Glick
10 Diane Lidoshore
10 Joshua Mirkin
10 Brian Slakter
11 Ellen Grossman
11 Vivienne Lipsitz
12 Scott Singer
13 Daniel Kanevsky
13 David Kanevsky
13 Marc Ross

14 Rhoda Fleisher
14 Debra Stoll
15 Cory Zelniker
17 Lois Wirtheim
18 Lee Blecher
18 Deborah Hockstein
18 Erica Starr
19 Lindsey Mayer
19 Beatrice Nebel
20 Melissa Berkowitz
20 Albert Stern
21 Sharon Glick
21 Harry Judd
21 David Levine
22 George Neiderman
22 Lauren Reiss
23 Alison Hoffer
24 Carolyn Berman
24 Carol Jahre
24 Eugene Streim
24 Ari Vladimir
25 Samantha Grusd
26 Isabella Berlinsky
27 Amos Weinberg
28 Leonard Goldstein
28 Melissa Weibman

HAPPY FEBRUARY
ANNIVERSARIES
3 Esther and Saul Spindel
14 Sally and David Coons
19 Tina and Marvin Anchin

At Erev Shabbat Services
On Friday, February 14
At 8:00 p.m.

Conversations
With The Cantor
Tues., February 11 & 25 at 8:15 pm.
@Starbucks in Little Neck
(Mazur’s Shopping Center)
Questions? cantor@lnjc.org or Tel: 732.762.8484
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We will celebrate February
Birthdays & Anniversaries!

Shabbat Highlights February
Tot Shabbat

A Capella Musical
Kabbalat
Shabbat Service
Friday, February 7
At 6:30 p.m.
Join us as we welcome Shabbat with
singing, dancing and lots of joy!

Saturday, Feb. 22
at 11:00 a.m.
A special Shabbat Morning for 3-6 year olds
led by Rabbi Yaffe with prayers, songs, stories
and a Shabbat snack.
At 11:15 a.m., Rabbi Yaffe and the tots will join
the main service on the bimah for the
conclusion of the service.

Our Monthly Shabbat
Morning Experience!
February 21

Mix & Mingle Happy Hour
7:00 P.M.– 8:00 P.M.

Here is the schedule for
Saturday, February 22
9:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
12:00 p.m.

Followed by a
Shabbat Evening Service
&
A Discussion on
Sex, Relationships
& Jewish Singles
With Rabbi Yaffe
Dessert & refreshments
will be served.

Breakfast & Torah Discussion
Shacharit w/Heicha Kedushah
Torah Service/Musaph
Kiddush & Lunch

The Conclusion of Shabbat
(See page 2 for the time each week)

Questions — Contact:
SimchaSingles@gmail.com
Or our main office
at 718.224.0404

Sanctify this special time on Shabbat with
prayer, a light meal, schmoozing and Havdalah.
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Religious School News

Planting Seeds

By Mindy Kremer

by Morah Ellen Charlop

In January, we celebrated Tu B’Shevat and got a
jump on our celebration of Purim.
Our commemoration of Tu B’Shevat took several forms. Back by
popular demand, students planted parsley seeds and took their plants
home. The parsley grown will be eaten at each family’s Pesach
Seder. Next, students sampled the foods traditionally eaten on
Tu B’Shevat, the Seven Species, or Shiv’at Haminim. The Torah
describes the Land of Israel as a land “of wheat, and barley, and
vines, and fig trees, and pomegranates; a land of olive oil and
honey” (Deuteronomy 8:8). These foods were consumed by the
Jewish people in the Land of Israel during Biblical times.
True…these aren’t all particularly kid-friendly foods! But, providing
students with Jewish learning experiences is one of the school’s
primary goals this year. So, even if the kids chose not to eat some of
these foods, they now know what the Shiv’at Haminim are and were
given the opportunity to experience them, if they wanted to.
Finally, students discussed the tradition of planting trees in Israel in
honor of the holiday as well as the tradition of doing so in honor or in
memory of someone. After learning about different areas in Israel,
the kids made small trees out of construction paper, designated their
trees “in honor of” or “in memory of” someone dear to them, and
then “planted” their trees on an oversized map of Israel drawn by
Morah Shirley, basing the exact location of their trees upon what
they had just learned about Israel. We are in the midst of creating a
bulletin board featuring this map and will soon proudly display it in
the school hallway. Come down and take a look when you get a
chance!
On January 26, our second annual Pack It Up For Purim, Part I took
place (see insert). After sharing breakfast together, the kids baked
hamantaschen with our very own Pampered Chef, Nancy Junger.
Nancy generously provided, in addition to her time and talent, an
apron for each child, and each student signed a special apron given to
Rabbi Yaffe, together with his name spelled out in baked
hamantaschen dough. Nancy made it fun for the kids, adding games
along the way. Her upbeat, outgoing personality and baking
expertise earned her lots of new fans. One student even told Nancy
that she preferred her to Rachael Ray- not too shabby! Thank you,
Nancy, for all you did to make the day so special for our kids! Many
thanks, too, to Rabbi Yaffe, Lisa Pollack and Alfred Senior for
picking up many of the items needed for the event! After baking, we
prepared a congregational mailing asking for donations of food, or
money with which to buy food, that will be placed into shalach
manot bags on Sunday, March 2, and donated to our neighbors in
need. Students also decorated the bags into which the hamantaschen
will be placed. This event continues to teach our kids that
performing mitzvot and doing for others can be not only personally
rewarding, but a lot of fun! Please watch your mail and help us bring
some Adar joy to our neighbors who are undergoing difficult times.

Here's what we are doing in Hebrew school. Everyday starts with
a student writing the Hebrew date on the board. This not only
helps them learn the names of the Hebrew months, and about the
Hebrew letters themselves, but it also teaches them about
Gematria, or the numerical value of each letter.
Then we usually learn something about Parashat HaShavua, the
Torah portion for the coming week. When they go to shul on
Shabbat, they will be familiar with the Parasha. They might be
inspired to say, "Hey, I've heard about that, we learned about that
in Hebrew school, it's familiar to me." It's all about planting seeds
and exposing them to our beautiful Jewish heritage.
Finally, each month we cover a specific subject known as a Pod.
This month, in honor of Tu B'Shevat, we explored the "G-d in
Nature" Pod. We studied the miraculous intricacies of nature by
looking closely at rocks, leaves and shells. We learned "to see"
which was a nature awareness exercise and tied it in with the
Berachot (blessings) which are not only for food, but for
miraculous events, such as seeing a rainbow, hearing thunder or
watching a beautiful sunset. There are blessings for everything!!
We also discussed recycling and discussed how to partner with
G-d to make the earth a "Greener" space. Judaism teaches the
inherent value of all things, and as we learn to embrace their
beauty and sometimes scarcity, we learn gratitude and
appreciation to Hashem.
Some of the amazing questions your kids are asking are:
“But, where did G-d come from? “
“Can you read the whole Torah in one day?”
“Why are we talking about Passover (in the Torah Portion) now?”
You will find some answers to these insightful questions and
more questions in next month's Temple Talk. So keep reading and
keep asking!

Thank You
Dear Congregation,
I am a very close friend of Rabbi Yaffe and I wanted to
thank all of you for your years of prayers for me to get
better as I was still waiting for a kidney to save my life.
As I was preparing for Hospice, a fantastic kidney
fell out of the sky. I was transplanted on New Year’s
Eve morning and doing well as I lived through a miracle.
I appreciate all the good thoughts. I’m looking forward
to getting to the synagogue in early Spring.
Many Thanks,
Neil Goren

L’shalom,

Mindy Kremer
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Meet The Bar Mitzvah

Meet The Bar Mitzvah

Brandon Alwadish

Benjamin Menchell

February 8, 2014

February 1, 2014
Hello, my name is Benjamin Menchell. I am a seventh grade
student at Great Neck South Middle School. I am on a great
team at school this year, with great friends and teachers.
One of my favorite classes is Mr. D'Angelo's social studies
class. He has a good sense of humor, we work hard and learn
a lot. I hope to become a lawyer one day, so learning about
American history has been very interesting for me. I also
like playing drums, drawing, playing video games, and hanging
out with my friends. At this point in my life, as I write this
short bio and prepare in so many ways for my Bar Mitzvah, I
think of how thankful I am for my family, friends and
teachers who have been there to help me through challenges
and to celebrate my successes. I feel fortunate to have my
parents, my brother Sam, and my friends in my life. The
Torah says that "Tzedakah and acts of kindness are the
equivalent of all the mitzvot of the Torah" and my
experience at Congregation L'Dor V'Dor, Oakland Little
Neck Jewish Center has shown me exactly that. I look
forward to sharing my Bar Mitzvah celebration with all of
you.

A Note From
Dan Graber, USY Advisor

Hi, my name is Brandon Alwadish. I am a 7th
grader at South Middle School. I have been
playing baseball since I was 2 years old.
Currently, I play for the Merillon Sharks.
Also, I like playing basketball, golf, and tennis.
I play basketball for school as well as at
St. Aloysius. I have been playing golf with my
dad since I was little. I love spending time with
my mom, and fishing with my dad, and brother.
I like to cook, design sneakers and spending
time with my friends. I look forward to
celebrating the holidays with my family, as well
as seeing my cousins on Shabbat and on special
occasions. I began studying Hebrew in 3rd
grade, and I am looking forward to becoming a
Bar Mitzvah.

New Youth Committee

Our teenagers have started 2014 off with passion and
enthusiasm! In January, Lindsey Mayer led What’s Popin’,
where we made flavored popcorn, played popcorn themed
games, and discussed Jewish identity in pop-culture (did you
know a Big10 college basketball player recently wore a
yarmulke during a game?). We followed that up with our
annual Project Linus project where our USYers made
blankets for children in the hospital.
Some BIG programs are planned for February. On February
2 we had a Pre-game Superbowl Party, including kosher
lunch and a showing of the greatest superbowl commercials
of all time! On Sunday, February 9 at 6:00 pm at
Congregation L’Dor V’Dor-Oakland :ittle Neck Jewish
Center there will be CUPCAKE WARS. This event will be a
huge event, modeled after the hit TV show! Come down to
bake and decorate cupcakes for a panel of judges, and then
build a stage to display your tasty artwork! After the
President’s Weekend break, on February 23, we’ll finish the
month off with a trip to the mall for a Mall Scavenger Hunt!
All Jewish teenagers are welcome to our events, so we hope
to see you there!
Contact out USY Advisor at Dan.A.Graber@gmail.com for more
information.
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On Sunday, February 23
at 5:00 p.m.
You are invited to attend
the first meeting of the
New Youth Committee
whose mission will be to put the
needs of our 13 to 18 year olds
on the agenda of our synagogue.
Please call the synagogue office to
let us know that you will be
attending this meeting.

Adult Education

Sisterhood Book Club
Thursday, March 6, 2014
at 7:30 p.m.
at Elane Berk’s Home

The Outstanding
Adult Beginner Hebrew Class
By Peter Vladimir
For a long time, I had been looking for a beginner adult
Hebrew Class that met during non-work hours. I had been
regularly attending services for the last two years but I had
limited knowledge about the Hebrew language and didn’t
feel comfortable. I thought I knew the Hebrew alphabet,
sort of, but I still had trouble keeping up and following what
was happening in services.

The next sisterhood book club meeting will be held on Thursday evening,
March 6th, at 7:30 P.M., at the home of Elane Berk. We will be
discussing “Orphan Train” by Christina Baker Kline. This is a gripping
tale of a Penobscot Indian teenager, Molly Ayer, who is close to “aging
out” of the foster care system. A community service position helping an
elderly woman clean out her home is the only thing keeping Molly out of
trouble.

Lo and behold! Last summer I saw a posting in Temple
Talk asking for any adults interested in learning beginning
Hebrew should contact the office to determine a date and
time for a class. I called. I was the only one who
responded. Rabbi Yaffe and I set up a Thursday 7:00 pm
class and happily four additional students joined. Although
this class is focused on learning the Hebrew alphabet cold
and reading, the Rabbi adds a lot more than reading drills.

As she helps Vivian sort through her possessions, Molly learns that she
and Vivian aren’t as different as they seem. A young Irish immigrant
orphaned in NYC, Vivian was put on a train to the Midwest with hundreds
of other children whose destinies would be determined by luck and
chance.

Class discussions bring out the wisdom of the Hebrew
language and more. In one recent class discussion while
reading a prayer, the Rabbi asked what the prayer meant
to us, “How can we say that God feeds us all when there
are people starving?” As you can tell, this is not your usual
Hebrew language learning course.

Please join us for an enlightening discussion. Any questions, please
contact Harriet Spilkevitz at hspilk818@aol.com or 516-708-9404.

We have all improved our Hebrew reading fluency and I
can now follow services much more easily. The class has
really broadened my knowledge and respect for the
complexities and beauties of the Hebrew language. I look
forward to continuing our class where we will be exploring
the prayers in greater detail. I encourage everyone to join
us for a wonderful learning experience.

Beyond the Alef-Bet
Advanced Beginner’s Hebrew

Sundays at 10:00 a.m.
Beginning February 9
Now is the opportunity to build a
vocabulary and learn the Hebrew
Gramar that will bring more
meaning to your prayer experienc.
Call the synagogue office
At 718.224.0404 to register.

Molly discovers that she has the powers to help Vivian find answers to
mysteries that have haunted her for her entire life—answers that will
ultimately free them both.

Save The Date!
Sunday, April 27th at 5:00 p.m.

Holocaust Memorial Day Observance
George Klein & Ellen Charlop
Yom Hashoah Committee
The Knesset in Israel has designated the 28th of Nisan of
every year as a day to remember the Holocaust. Accordingly,
the three synagogues: Congregation L’Dor V’Dor—Oakland
Little Neck Jewish Center, Marathon Jewish Center and
Temple Torah will join together once again for their annual
commemoration. It will take place at Marathon Jewish
Center on Sunday, April 27, 2014, at 5:00 p.m. Please join us
to hear the testimony of Sonia Hochman, a survivor of the
Holocaust and share this event with other Holocaust
survivors who will be participating in the candle lighting
ceremony. On this important day, all Jews-Orthodox,
Conservative, Reconstructionist, Reform and the Unaffiliated
must let all people know that we mourn the 6 million of our
brothers and sisters, the innocent victims, who lost their lives.
Together we must increase our resolve to ensure
“THIS MUST NEVER HAPPEN AGAIN.”
Mark your calendar today and plan to attend. Bring your
friends, neighbors, and most important, your children. Every
year, there are fewer survivors to bear witness to those
events. It is more important than ever that the next
generations continue to carry the word forward.
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Shabbat Across America
Congregation L’Dor V’Dor
Friday, March 7

Beginning at 6:30 p.m.
Turn an ordinary Friday night into
something extraordinary!
Join Us For:
A Joyous Kabbalat Shabbat Service followed by
A Shabbat Dinner by Cosmopolitan Caterers
With Linen, China, Fine Wine and Waiter Service

Menu:
Soup and Salad Bar
Plated Stuffed Cabbage
Brisket and Chicken
Garlic Mashed Potatoes
Mushroom Gravy

Vegetable Medley
Challah rolls
Tea & Soda
Hot Russian Coffee Cake
Warm Apple Strudel

Shabbat Across America Dinner RSVP
Return Form With Your Payment By Feb. 28 to:

Oakland Little Neck Jewish Center At 49-10 Little Neck Parkway Little Neck, NY 11362

Name: ___________________________________________________
Phone/Email:_____________________________________________
Please reserve ______ seats for Shabbat Dinner on March 7.
___ Adults @ $35
___ Children (5-12) @ $18
___ Children (under 5) Free
I / We would like to sit with ___________________________________________
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Purim is Around The Corner
Spread The Joy

Help Our Religious School Students To

Purim is the most joyous of all of our Jewish
festivals and the OLNJC Sisterhood would
like to help you to be an important part of
increasing the joy within our community. We
invite you to have us send a beautiful Purim
card to members of your family, and to your
friends, who live both near and far, with
wishes for happiness and joy on the festival
of Purim. We ask that you make a $5
donation for each card that you would like to
send. 50% of these donations will help our
Sisterhood help our synagogue with various
projects and programs.

Pack It Up
for Purim
Bring to the synagogue either non perishable food
items or a monetary contribution by Friday,
February 28, and you can join the effort to give
Purim gifts of essential food to those who are in
need. With the food collected and food purchased
with donations received, we will create gift bags
with a note expressing hope for joy on Purim for
families in need.

Purim Package Shopping List

With the other 50% we will be making
contributions to organizations like the following:
The Women’s Transition Center in Far Rockaway
Warm Up America
The Kosher Food Pantry
Rockland Family Shelter

When you send Purim cards to your family
and friends, not only are you able to bring
joy to their lives and yours, but you are also
able to fulfill the Purim mitzvah of helping
those who are in need. This is one of our two
major fund raising events of the year. We
hope that you will participate. Each person
who is sent a card will receive one card with
the names of all of the people who sent it.

1 box of whole-grain cereal or oatmeal
1 box of pasta
1 can of vegetables (carrots, tomatoes, corn)
1 bag of rice
1 box of 100 percent fruit juice

LOOK FOR THE SISTERHOOD PURIM CARD
1 package of dried fruit or granola bars
ORDER FORM IN THIS EDITION OF TEMPLE
TALK.
1 can of tuna
All orders MUST be received in the 1 package of dried beans (or canned beans)
synagogue office by Friday, February 28.
Send us your donation and the names and 1 jar of peanut butter (plastic only)
addresses of your family and friends now.
1 dessert (nonperishable)
Do not procrastinate, we have a deadline!!
For safety concerns, please do no include
Questions can be directed to Phyllis Budne at glass containers. Pop-top cans are a plus.
516.829.7598—preferably
between 3:30 p.m.—6:30 p.m.
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Israel On Our Minds
BDS – Boycott, Divest and Sanction
by Judy Samuels
Boycott, Divest, and Sanction "BDS" movement is a global movement against Israel to make it comply with Palestinian
rights. The movement was initiated by Palestinian civil society in 2005 and it believes Israel has denied Palestinians their
fundamental rights of freedom, equality, and self-determination through ethnic cleansing, colonization, racial discrimination,
and military occupation. This movement has been gaining momentum and has found its way onto many college campuses.
They initiate rallies and speeches, mostly on college campuses, without permitting for a balanced view point.
Now the movement has gained momentum through the American Studies Association which had a recent vote to boycott
Israeli academic institutions. They indicate that this is not a boycott of individual Israeli academics. It is much more lim ited,
proscribing what in diplomatic terms would be called high-level discussions: the association will not have "formal
collaborations with Israeli academic institutions." This resolution would violate the bedrock of academic principles and
standards of rigorous scholarship and damage academic freedom.
As advocates for Israel we must call on all universities to condemn and oppose the boycott. As of January 13, 2014, 156
university presidents have come out in opposition to the boycott. Please learn if your alma mater has done the same.
Khaled Abu Toameh, author of an article in Gatestone Institute, indicated that when Abbas was asked about his position
regarding the BDS campaign at a press conference in Johannesburg, where he was attending Nelson Mandela's funeral, he
stated that he does not support the boycott of Israel. It is ironic that while Abbas is saying no to a boycott of Israel, the
American Studies Association, an association of U.S. professors with almost 5,000 members, voted to endorse an academic
boycott of Israeli colleagues and universities. The resolution is making it harder for Israel and the Palestinian Authority to
negotiate a reasonable resolution to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict. That is why Mahmoud Abbas, the head of the Palestinian
Authority, has come out against boycotting Israel and Israeli academic institutions. “We don’t ask anyone to boycott Israel
itself. We have relations with Israel, we have mutual recognition of Israel.”

The Israel Advocacy Committee
Of Congregation L’Dor V’Dor Presents:

Reverend William Sutter
Executive Director of the
Friends of Israel Gospel Ministry

Sunday, March 9, 2014
At 5:00 P.M.

A Christian Perspective of
Israel as the Jewish Homeland
There will be time for Q&A at the end of the presention.
The Friends of Israel is an important voice in the support for
the State of Israel, and opposition to anti-Jewish doctrine and activities.
Admission is free, but reservations would be appreciated.
RSVP through our main office at 718.224.0404
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A Powerful Documentary
not to be missed!

“No Place On Earth”
Tuesday, April 1, 2014
7:30 P.M.
at Congregation L’Dor V’Dor

or
Sunday, April 20, 2014
1:00 P.M.
at Marathon Jewish Center
245-37 60th Ave, Douglaston
“In October 1942, Esther Stermer, the matriarch of a
Jewish family in the Ukraine, leads her family underground
to hide from the pursuing Nazis. Their harrowing story of
surviving in near total darkness in two cold, damp caves
for nearly a year and a half is like none ever told.”
Docudrama directed by Janet Tobias.
Sonia Hochman, mother of Mark Hochman, member
of our congregation, lived through the experience
potrayed in “No Place On Earth”, and will be our guest
speaker for this year’s observance of Yom Hashoah, on
April 27 at Marathon Jewish Center at 5:00 p.m.
Please take the time to see the movie and join us to hear
Sonia speak about her survival experience.
For more information on the story and film, you may visit the website:
http://www.noplaceonearthfilm.com/dig-deeper/the-stermers/
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February 2014
SUN

MON

TUE

WED

THU

FRI

SAT
1
Shabbat Shacharit
9:00 am
Bar Mitzvah:
Benjamin Menchell
Mincha/Maariv
4:30 pm

2
World Wide WrapMorning Minyan &
Breakfast 8:00 am
USY 12 Noon

3

4
Morning Minyan
6:30am

Religious School
4:15-6:15 pm
Hey Class
7:00 to 8:30 pm

10

Morning Minyan &
Breakfast 8:45 am
Adv./Beg. Hebrew
Class 10 am
Shabbaton Mtg,
5 pm

Religious School
4:15-6:15 pm

Morning Minyan &
Breakfast 8:45 am

12

13

The Observant Life
11:00 am

Intermediate
Hebrew 10 am

Religious School Board
Mtg. 7:30 pm

17

18

19

President’s Day

Morning Minyan
6:30am

Club Comedy Nite
8:00 pm

14

15

Erev Shabbat
Service 8:00 pm

Candle Lighting
5:09 pm

Intermediate
Hebrew 10 am

24
Classes Resume

25
Morning Minyan
6:30am

26

22

Singles Happy Hour
7:00 pm

Shabbat Experience
9:00 am Israeli Breakfast

Erev Shabbat
Service 8:00 pm
Simcha Singles
Program
9:00 p.m.

27

The Observant Life
11:00 am

28

Intermediate
Hebrew 10 am

Adv./Beg. Hebrew
Class 10 am
Youth Committee
5:00 pm
USY 6-7:30 pm

Religious School
4:15-6:15 pm
Hey Class
7:00 to 8:30 pm

Teen Conversations
with the Cantor at
Starbucks 8:15 pm

Religious School
4:15-6:15 pm

Kabbalat Shabbat
6:30 pm

Membership Committee
Mtg. 8:00 pm

Candle Lighting
5:25 pm
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Mincha/Maariv/Havdalah
4:45 pm

21

Candle Lighting
5:17 pm

Morning Minyan &
Breakfast 8:45 am

Mincha/Maariv/Havdalah
4:45 pm

Candle Lighting
5:00 pm

Celebrating
Birthdays &
Anniversari es

Religious School
4:15-6:15 pm

23

Bar Mitzvah:
Brandon Alwadish

Shabbat Shacharit 9:00am

20

The Observant Life
11:00 am

8
Shabbat Shacharit
9:00 am

A Capella
Kabbalat Shabbat
Service 6:30 pm

Religious School
4:15-6:15 pm

NO CLASSES

7

Intermediate
Hebrew 10 am

Teen Conversations
with the Cantor at
Starbucks 8:15 pm

USY 6-7:30 pm

16

11
Morning Minyan
6:30am

Hey Class
7:00 to 8:30 pm

Café Israel
12 Noon
at AZM.

Religious School
4:15-6:15 pm

Board Mtg.. 8 pm

9

6

5

Shacharit 10:00 am
Tot Shabbat 11 am
Kiddush at Noon
Mincha/Maariv/Havdalah
5:00pm

Donations

(Dec. 31, 2013– Jan. 21, 2014)

We gratefully acknowledge the following
Yahrzeit Donations in memory of:

General Donations
With Thanks:
For the Beginner’s Hebrew Class
by Celeste Cirigliano
Get Well:
Rabbi Yaffe
by Estelle Weiss and Merrill Rosen
In Memory of:
Jerry Kind, beloved husband of Margaret Kind
by Margaret Kind
Pearl Weinberg, beloved mother of Ronnie Goldstein
by Laura Greenblatt and Alan Fein
Nathan Eckstein, beloved brother of Rabbi Abraham Eckstein
by Laura Greenblatt and Alan Fein

Alexander Selinger by Corinne and Mark Weisberg
Eleanor Leah Zwieg by Ernest Scheckner
Sylvia Rosenfeld by Jeffrey P. Rosenfeld
Dorothy Ann Sattler by Martha Sattler
Fred Howard by Ellen Hantman
Fannie Schmall by the Schmall Family
Hilda Poll by Carol Poll
Hanna Rosenthal by the Holz Family
William Rosenthal by the Holz Family
Joseph Must by Diane Stein
Samuel Zakow by Lenore Zakow
Morris Bloom by Lenore Zakow
Max Slovik by Shirley and Jerry Salow
Joseph Hiller by Ron and Fran Kasman
Bessie Rosenson by Geraldine Ostrow
George Kaminow by Amy Friedner
Josef Erbs by Cheryl and Jeffrey Feiner
Jerry Stoller by Esther Stoller
June Engelberg by Florence and David Wilk
Irene Rabinowitz by Mr. & Mrs. Franklin Osman
Esther Greenblatt by Laura Greenblatt & Alan Fein
Bernhard Fein by Alan Fein & Laura Greenblatt
Ruth Sosman by Richard Sosman
Martha Mandell by Gale Kaplan
George Koenig by Ellen Evans (Koenig)
Arthur Intrator by Sheryl Intrator Urman

Sanctuary Cards
In Memory of:
Nathan Eckstein, beloved brother of Rabbi Abraham Eckstein
by Gale Kaplan
by Neil and Carolyn Berman
by Sheila and Carl Mittler
by Gary and Ilse Holz
Get Well:
Rabbi Yaffe
by Elyse Clair and Ron Cohen
In Honor of:
Mr. & Mrs. Akhavan’s son’s wedding
by Elyse Clair
Danielle Drucker, daughter of Leslie and Mitchell Drucker
becoming a Bat Mitzvah
by Elyse Clair and Ron Cohen

Baruch Dayan Emet
We extend condolences to:

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund
For officiating at the funeral of Ronnie’s mother, Pearl Weinberg
by Ronnie and David Goldstein
We gratefully acknowledge the following
Yahrzeit Donations in memory of:

Ellen Auster
on the loss of her beloved father,
Clifford J. Hostein
Harriet Spilkevitz
on the loss of her beloved sister,
Suzanne Sonkin

Samuels & Menachem Families by Alex Samuels
Gertrude Cooper by Stephen Kanfer
Helen Flamm by Joseph Flamm
Jonas Gorman by Dorothy Feldman
June Engelberg by Mona and Stephen Toback
Gussie Stern by Bob Stern
Dorothy Kuperman by Lesley Stern
Ludolf Heidecker by Perry Heidecker
Annie Sunshine by Harold Feinberg
Irving Karpinos by Michael and Roslyn Karpinos
Clarence Wasserman by Fred Wasserman
Fannie Harkavy by Miriam Harkavy
Emanuel Harkavy by Miriam Harkavy
Joseph B. Rubin by Elliot and Victoria Gaberman
Howard Greenberg by Sheldon and Arlene Greenberg
Hannah Wirchin by Miriam Harkavy
Joseph B. Rubin by Elliot and Victoria Gaberman
Howard Greenberg by Sheldon and Arlene Greenberg
Hannah Wirchin by Miriam Harkavy
Arnold Sokolowski by Michael Weiner
Chester Barkan by Eleanor B. Siegel
Steven Gary Glickman by Melvin Glickman
Sylvia Glickman by Melvin Glickman
Max Stern by Bob Stern
Emma Blick by Doris Chomsky
Samuel Sender by Barbara and Joel Metter
Thelma Sender by Barbara and Joel Metter

Thank You
Thanks to your response to our annual appeal, we
have donated our annual contributions to NEVE
HANNA in Israel for the care of our children in
need. With our busy lives, some of us have overlooked this mitzvah. So please consider this as a
reminder to send in your contribution so that we can
continue to sponsor not only our child in Neve
Hanna but an underprivileged and deserving child
for the Summer Day Program at the Samuel Field Y.
Know we could make it unanimous!

Alyce Drabkin, Chairperson
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THANK YOU
Heartfelt thanks, gratitude and appreciation to Rabbi
Gordon Yaffe, our Temple congregants, Bikur Cholim
Group, and Board of Trustees for all their wonderful
support, kind sentiments, Shiva calls, and donations made
in memory of my beloved mother, Pearl Weinberg. We are
grateful to David Coons and Richard Spivak for
generously giving their time to conduct evening services in
our home and extend thanks to our Temple friends who
joined us to make a minyan. Rabbi Yaffe, thank you, for
your tireless efforts on behalf of our family.

Ronnie & David Goldstein

LNJC Memorial Park
Mount Washington Cemetery
Coram, Long Island
For nearly 30 years, we have been
giving our member families the ability
to plan for the distant future—
at important savings!
Don’t put it off—
Call today for an appointment!
Unbelievable prices for members
$375.00 — $450.00
Contact Gene Rattien at 516.466.0490
or the Temple Office at 718.224.0404
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We’re on the Web!
http://www.LNJC.ORG
http://www.facebook.com/LittleNeckJC

To make an addition or correction (our apologies), please call the office at
718-224-0404 or e-mail us at: templetalk@lnjc.org.

Save the Date!

“The Observant Life”
“The Wisdom of Conservative
Judaism for Contemporary Jews”

Celebrate Purim
With Us!

Wednesdays
11:00 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
In this class, taught by Rabbi Yaffe, we
are exploring one by one, the chapters in
the latest volume published by the
Rabbinical Assembly on living a Jewish
Life. We engage in lively and in-depth
conversations on what it means to live a
purposeful Jewish Life on a daily basis.

Sat., March 15
4:30 p.m. — 8:00 p.m.

Save the Date!
March 21-22

Class is cancelled
on Wednesday, February 5

Watch your mail for
further details of this
exciting opportunity.

Members of the class will be
attending the
AZM Café Israel Conference

A Multi Generational Community
Celebration of Shabbat
with the Spiritual Energy of
Today’s Generation

New students
are always welcome!
Questions — 718.224.0404
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Hamantaschen Haven on a Sunday Morning
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