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Little Neck Jewish Center

August 2013

Vol 9., Issue 11

The High Holidays
Are Around The Corner!

Have You…

Flyers
USCJ Convention

Begun Your Spiritual Preparation?

Herzl’s Mistake

Have You Begun To Forgive And Be Forgiven?
Have You Begun To Contemplate How
You Will Strive For Higher Heights
In The New Year?

Written by Rabbi Benjamin Blech, professor of
Talmud at Yeshiva University and an internationally
recognized educator, religious leader, and lecturer.
Originally published on Aish.com

Reserved High Holiday Tickets
For Your Family?
August 21
10:30 am to 1 pm
Join the OLNJC Team and Pack
some Packs for Success at the
Solomon Schechter School of
Long Island located at 6 Cross
Street, Williston Park, NY
Contact Celia Ayenesazan at
Celia88@yahoo.com

Submitted The Names Of Your Loved
Ones For The Yizkor Memorial Book?
Submitted A High Holiday Greeting
For The September Temple Talk?
Taken Care Of All Financial
Obligations To The Synagogue?
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August Schedule of Services

From the Rabbi
As members of a Conservative synagogue, each member of
our congregation is a member of the United Synagogue of
Conservative Judaism (USCJ), a parent organization that
provides educational and programmatic resources,
leadership development, operational advice and Rabbinic
placement for its congregations. The mission of USCJ is to transform and
strengthen Conservative synagogues in their effort to: inspire meaningful
prayer, sustain a culture of lifelong Jewish learning, nurture religious and
spiritual growth, promote excellence in leadership, ensure educational
excellence for children and adults and to engage members of the next
generation to become the leaders of tomorrow.

Fri., August 2

Kabbalat Shabbat Service

7:30 p.m.

Sat., August 3

Shabbat Morning Service
Mincha/Maariv/Havdalah

9:00 a.m.
7:30 p.m.

Sun., August 4

Sunday Morning Minyan & Breakfast

8:45 a.m.

Tues., August 6

Tuesday Morning Minyan

6:30 a.m.

Fri., August 9

Kabbalat Shabbat Service

7:30 p.m.

Sat., August 10

Shabbat Morning Service
Mincha/Maariv/Havdalah

9:00 a.m.
7:30 p.m.

Sun., August 11

Sunday Morning Minyan & Breakfast

8:45 a.m.

Tues., August 13

Tuesday Morning Minyan

6:30 a.m.

What unique message does Conservative Judaism have for the
Jewish people and for the world?

Fri., August 16

Kabbalat Shabbat Service

7:30 p.m.

How do we keep Judaism and specifically, Conservative Judaism,
relevant in a complex techno-centric world?

Sat., August 17

Shabbat Morning Service
Lunch and Learn w/Rabbi Yaffe
Mincha/Maariv/Havdalah

9:00 a.m.
11:30 a.m.
7:15 p.m.

Sun., August 18

Sunday Morning Minyan & Breakfast

8:45 a.m.

Tues., August 20

Tuesday Morning Minyan

6:30 a.m.

Prior to the convention, there will be an opportunity to experience Shabbat,
in a uniquely Conservative way, with hundreds of Conservative Jews from
all over the country.

Fri., August 23

Kabbalat Shabbat Service
7:30 p.m.
Birthdays and Anniversaries Celebrated

In the center of this Temple Talk are two flyers that contain details about
the upcoming Shabbaton and Convention. I urge you to read these flyers
carefully and, if it is at all possible, consider making plans to travel to
Baltimore and to Be A Part Of The Conversation by attending the
Shabbaton, the Convention or both.

Sat., August 24

Shabbat Morning Experience
Breakfast, Schmoozing & Learning
Shacharit
Torah Service/Musaph
Kiddush/Lunch
Mincha/Maariv/Havdalah

This October, the USCJ is celebrating its 100th anniversary. To mark this
occasion, the USCJ is inviting all of its members to be part of the
Conversation of the Century that will be held in Baltimore
Maryland at the Marriot Waterfront Hotel from Sunday, October 13 to
Tuesday, October 15.
A small sample of some questions that will be part of this conversation:

How can my involvement in Conservative Judaism lead to a more
fulfilling life and a better world?
If Conservative Judaism holds forth for being the most rational and
historical modern form of our religion, why is it losing out in
influencing younger generations?

A century after Rabbi Solomon Schechter established the United
Synagogue, the USCJ is engaging in a process to re-imagine and
re-invigorate a religious movement that has had a powerful impact on
Jewish life because of its courage to retain, to renew, and to recalibrate.
This is a conference for everyone - an all-too-rare occasion for us to
contribute to our collective future. There will be opportunities to learn and
converse with an extraordinary array of rabbis, cantors, educators, and lay
leaders who share a passion for living a dynamic and contemporary Jewish
life that is uniquely Conservative. The USCJ invites all of us to:
COME for a historic gathering of professionals, lay leaders, members of
Conservative communities, students, and some of today’s most visionary Jewish
leaders.

Sun., August 25

Sunday Morning Minyan & Breakfast

8:45 a.m.

Tues., August 27

Tuesday Morning Minyan

6:30 a.m.

Fri., August 30

Kabbalat Shabbat Service

7:30 p.m.

Sat., August 31

Shabbat Morning Service
Mincha/Maariv/Havdalah

9:00 a.m.
7:00 p.m.

Shabbat Candle Lighting

COME for study and celebration, live performances and practical advice.

August 2

7:53 P.M.

COME to embrace the future, the challenges and opportunities we face in
re-imagining our kehillot – our sacred communities – for a changing Jewish world.

August 9

7:45 P.M.

COME for one day or for five. But make sure to come. Because this is one
conversation too important to miss.

August 16

7:36 P.M.

August 23

7:25 P.M.

August 30

7:15 P.M.

I will be participating in this Once In A Century Event and I am hoping that
there will be members of our congregation who will join me and become
Part of the Conversation. Please contact me if you are interested and
available.

Rabbi Gordon Yaffe
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9:00 a.m.
10:00 a.m.
10:30 a.m.
12:00 p.m.
7:00 p.m.

Shabbat Shalom

OLNJC Rummage Sale

Presidential Matters
by Bob Stern

s!

It's hard to believe the High Holidays will soon be
here. It's even harder to believe that our two
congregations have been together for almost a year!
What a wonderful year it's been!

J

I've made no secret about what OJC was looking
for in a consolidation partner. I've also made no secret of the fact that
LNJC met almost all of those criteria. As such, I and my committee
were very comfortable we had led our congregation to an excellent
opportunity to continue the OJC spirit and tradition. Fortunately, after
much discussion and debate, the congregation agreed and voted in
favor of consolidation.
Now, almost a year since we joined together for services and programs,
it's a joy to see the way the congregations have come together. Apart
from OJC gravitating to the last pew, it's virtually impossible to tell
who belonged to which temple. I had high expectations but the reality
has far exceeded them. This is a testament to the members of both
congregations and their willingness to place the good of the synagogue
first and foremost.

U
oin

Be Not
mi to
sse
d!

Sunday, August 11
and Monday, August 12
10:00 AM—4:00 PM
Volunteers are
Plea
needed!
“Each year, this event raises
thousands of dollars for the synagogue!”

Questions, please call:

To be sure there are many things still to be done. Some are very
simple - obtaining new signage and logo. Some are fairly easy moving furniture and equipment from OJC to OLNJC, moving the memorial plaques (heavy but not difficult), moving the Tree of Life, and
burying prayer books. Some are much harder - dismantling the ark,
finding good homes for the Sefer Torahs we will not be using, and
adequately staffing the office.

Nadine & Eugene Rattien
516.466.0490

And all of these things are being, or will be, done by the end of August.
Or we will have very clear directions for those few areas not finalized.

We thank you in advance for
your time and effort!

Rhoda Fleisher
516.482.0160

Your Transition Committee has worked diligently with several
committees and Rabbi Yaffe to ensure everything gets done in an
effective, efficient manner. As the deadline to be out of OJC nears, we
will be meeting as frequently as necessary to get the job done. And
done right.
I'd like to personally thank those who have played a part Dawn Singer, Jeff Bass, Irwin Wolf, Howard Litvack,
Marjorie Goldstein, Marty Ackerman, Marty Jahre, Jerry Schwartz,
and Chuck Wayne of the committee. Others include Rabbi Yaffe,
Stan Wirtheim, Joel Friedman, Deanne Raffel, George Klein,
Esther Forman, and Harriet Joseph. For those whose names I may have
omitted, I apologize. Any oversight was purely inadvertent.
Of course, I must thank my co-president and friend, Steve Aronowit
for his extraordinary work on this seemingly endless process. We are
probably spending more time with each other than we are with our
wives. So, special thanks to Julie and Lesley.
Steve and I hope you are enjoying your summer and we look forward
to seeing you all as we celebrate the High Holidays. We hope the judge
will have officially made us Congregation L'Dor V'Dor by then. But
we are already one congregation thanks to all of you. And that's what
truly matters.
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The Sisterhood Boutique
and Judaica Showcase
will be open at
meetings and events!
New Logo for OLNJC
Calling all creative people!
We are seeking a new logo for our
synagogue! If you have an idea for a new
logo, please submit a sketch or your
ideas to the OLNJC office ASAP!

HAPPY AUGUST
BIRTHDAYS

A Message from
Cantor Joshua Shron
In my years as a cantor, I figure I have trained about
150 young people to prepare for becoming a Bar or
Bat Mitzvah. We meet weekly, share a laugh or two, review the
material and perhaps talk a bit about Jewish life. We spend quite a
bit of time together in order to get things just right. And when their
special day finally arrives, I sit on the bima and beam with pride, as
our hard work culminates in a remarkable display of knowledge,
talent, maturity and ability. Despite a few minor frustrations that are
bound to pop up along the way, the entire experience is incredibly
rewarding for me. But when I had the special privilege to call my
own son to the Torah to celebrate his becoming a Bar Mitzvah on the
morning of June 8th, my nachas was taken to an entirely new level.
My oldest son Simcha celebrated his special milestone in New Jersey
by reading an entire Torah portion, chanting the Haftarah, leading the
congregation in the Musaf service and delivering a D'var Torah with
his thoughts on the Torah portion he had read.
Quite an
accomplishment for a busy seventh grader - especially with a cast on
his arm!
Am I allowed to brag? I will anyway. Simcha was simply
magnificent that morning. Not only had he mastered the material, he
also maintained complete confidence throughout. Having worked
with him for so long, I was quite sure that he knew his stuff...but I
had no idea that he would remain as cool as a cucumber
throughout. Simply put...he OWNED the bima. It was a magical
day for our entire family.
But I must admit: before Simcha's Bar Mitzvah, I always wondered,
what's the big deal? Sure, we're proud of our children for their
accomplishments...but is that a good enough reason to keep area
caterers in business? After all, do we throw a party when our kids
get the lead in a school play? Or when they get an "A" on a
test? What's so special about this occasion?
I found the answer the day Simcha started wearing t'fillin as part of
his daily morning prayers. For a child who leads an observant
Jewish lifestyle, a Bar or Bat Mitzvah means everything. It means
having the opportunity to: count in a minyan, be honored with an
aliyah to the Torah, fast on Yom Kippur, put on t'fillin daily, take on
the responsibilities to fulfill all 613 of God's commandments. For
Simcha, it truly was, as they say, the first day of the rest of his life. I
know my son is excited about the new opportunities in his life, and
I'm confident he'll make the most of them.
We are encouraged to "serve God with joy; come before him with
gladness" (Psalms 100:2). I am so proud that my son looked forward
not only to the special date of June 8th, 2013, but also to the joy,
rights and privileges that come every day thereafter. We try to instill
this joy within every student who passes through the classrooms of
our synagogue, but we can only be successful with the help of our
parents and congregation.
Is Judaism a "chore" in your
household? Or is it a blessing, embraced by your family each and
every day? Your response sends a powerful message to your
children and to generations to come...so choose carefully!
Mairov and I are thrilled to have the opportunity to share this special
milestone with our extended family in Little Neck. Please join us as
we celebrate "Part 2" of Simcha's Bar Mitzvah at Oakland Little
Neck Jewish Center on Shabbat morning, October 6th. Save the
date...we would be honored to have you join in our "simcha"!
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1 Gwen Grenard
1 Hilary Wolecki
2 Guy Maytal
2 Brian Rosenfeld
2 Joshua Rosenfeld
2 Neal Yaffe
3 Samantha Drucker
3 Millie Willner
4 Marion Silton
5 Alan Kestenbaum
5 Julian Raber
7 Scott Zelniker
9 Ronald Cooper
11 Dale Herman
11 Jeremy Lesser
12 Irwin Tobin
13 David Krypel
13 Sheryl Marks
16 Nora Mayer
16 Emily Tamari
16 Jason Teicher
16 Jeffrey Yeres

17 Stephen Aronowitz
18 Zach Goldstein
18 Harriet Spilkevitz
19 Suanne Yeres
20 Ellen Auster
21 Paul Sacker
21 Martin Tobias
22 Bernard Gellman
22 Ron Kasman
23 Fran Goldstein
23 Nancy Junger
23 Judy Tomasik
24 Bernard Cohen
25 Marian Fenster
25 Elyse Goodman
26 Robert Rafal
27 Stacey Levine
27 Dennis Lidoshore
28 Ann Chernys
29 Amanda Altheim
30 Heather Blatt

HAPPY AUGUST
ANNIVERSARIES
2 Celia and Keyvan Ayenesazan
5 Phyllis and Daniel Budne
7 Ellen and Jay Auster
7 Nora and Robert Mayer
7 Lisa and David Reiss
8 Ellen and Jeffrey Baskin
8 Iris and Ted Friedman
8 Carol and Martin Jahre
9 Elise and Joshua Glick
9 Deborah and Richard Sosman
9 Corinne and Mark Weisberg
10 Vivienne and Phillip Lipsitz
10 Harriet and Richard Spivack
12 Carol and Steven Lusthaus
14 Shari and Neil Garfinkel
16 Gail and Alan Laufer
16 Susan and Martin Tobias
18 Janet and Arthur Laxer
19 Phyllis and Jeffrey Bass
21 Pamela and Lee Charles
24 Randi and David Alwadish
26 Orna and Jeffrey Feinsiver
26 Joan and Robert Weibman
29 Esta and Stephen Heitner
30 Amy and Howard Friedner
30 Ahuva and Joseph Maytal
30 Susan and Jeffrey Rosenfeld
31 Marcia and Ronald Cooper
At Erev Shabbat Services
On Friday, August 23rd
At 7:30 p.m.
We will celebrate August
Birthdays & Anniversaries

August Shabbat Highlights

Save The Date!

Sunday, September 15 at 9:45 a.m.

Shabbat Lunch and Learn
Saturday, August 17 at 11:30 am

Pledge Breakfast
&

Immediately Following Shabbat Morning
Services there will be an enhanced Kiddush
and an opportunity to explore and discuss a
part of the weekly Torah portion.

A Presentation and
Discussion of This Year’s
OLNJC Journey to Israel
Join us as we gather together as a
community to demonstrate our
commitment to our congregation.

Our Monthly Shabbat
Morning Experience!
This year, in lieu of a speaker, there will be a
slide show presentation of the OLNJC June
Journey to Israel. Rabbi Yaffe and all who
participated will share their reflections on
this transforming experience.

Here is the schedule for
Saturday, August 24
9:00 am
10:00 am
10:30 am
12:00 pm

Breakfast, Schmoozing & Learning
Shacharit w/Heicha Kedushah
Torah Service/Musaph
Kiddush & Lunch

The Conclusion of Shabbat
(See page 2 for the time each week)

Sanctify this special time on Shabbat with
prayer, a light meal, schmoozing and Havdalah.
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Sisterhood Book Club
Thursday, August 22nd
7:30 p.m.
At Elane Berk’s Home
We will be discussing “Me Before You” by Jojo Moyes.
This novel brings together two people who couldn’t have
less in common—a heartbreaking romantic story that
asks, “What do you do when making the person you love
happy means breaking your own heart?” This is a
thoughtful, provoking, and thoroughly entertaining novel
that captures the complexity of love.
If you have any questions, please contact Harriet at
hspilk818 @aol.com or 516-708-9404.

Adult Education
“The Observant Life”
The Wisdom of Conservative
Judaism for Contemporary Jews”

Wednesdays
11:00 a.m. to 12:30 a.m.
In this class, taught by Rabbi Yaffe, we are
tackling, one by one, the chapters in the latest volume, published by the Rabbinical Assembly, on living a Jewish Life. We engage in
lively and in-depth conversations on what it
means to live a purposefully Jewish Life on a
daily basis.
This month’s chapters will include the
following topics:

Intellectual Property.
Bequests and Inheritance

The Journey Home
by Lisa Pollack
Last September, when I came home to Queens, New York after living
on the west coast for a year, I embarked upon a new spiritual journey. I
began this journey having never been an observant Jew or one who was
active, in any way, in synagogue life. On the first day of Rosh
Hashanah I walked into the Oakland Little Neck Jewish Center and
expected to encounter a service that was uneventful just like the High
Holiday services had been each year of my adult life. However, on this
Rosh Hashanah I found something completely different. I will never
forget the experience I had that morning. Something special was happening in synagogue that day and I began to embrace my Judaism with
an open heart and a new set of eyes. Rabbi Yaffe, Cantor Shron, the
choir and the members of the congregation ignited a spark in my Jewish
soul. When the Rabbi, Cantor and choir began singing and clapping, I
was completely blown away. I was waiting for the members of the
congregation to begin dancing in the aisles. It
reminded me of the
film “Keeping the Faith” starring Ben Stiller, Edward Norton, and
Jenna Elfman. One of my favorite scenes is when Rabbi Jacob Schram
(Ben Stiller), frustrated by the lack of feeling in the recitation of the
prayers in his synagogue tells the congregation that he has brought in
some outside help. He then has a Black Baptist Choir lead the congregation in a rousing rendition of Ein Keloheinu. The only difference is
that our synagogue does not need outside help. The spiritual feeling
comes from within.
Another part of last year’s Rosh Hashanah experience included reading
Temple Talk for the first time. I was impressed by the beautifully
written articles and all of the activities being offered at our synagogue.
With all of the experience that I had had working with publicity in the
corporate world, when I read that Temple Talk was looking for
assistance, I knew it was my calling to get involved. Soon after the
holidays, I met with David Penner and Rabbi Yaffe and began to learn
all about the Oakland Little Neck Jewish Center and found a way that I
could contribute to the good and welfare of the synagogue by working
on Temple Talk and other vehicles for publication. The more I learned
about the synagogue and worked with Rabbi Yaffe, the more I wanted
to participate in all that the synagogue had to offer. Within months, I
began to go to services each Shabbat morning. Then, I became a regular at the Tuesday morning minyan. As the year continued to unfold, I
became active on numerous committees, and life at the Oakland Little Neck Jewish Center began to become a central part of my identity.
What a difference a year has made in my life. I’m an active participant
in nearly every synagogue event. I am a member of Sisterhood and of
the Israel Advocacy Committee. Currently I am a student in a
fascinating Adult Education Class with Rabbi Yaffe titled “The
Observant Life: The Wisdom of Conservative Judaism for
Contemporary Jews”. I consider the friends I’ve made at Oakland Little
Neck Jewish Center my extended family. This beautiful
synagogue
is my home away from home. I asked my mother “did you ever believe
a year ago I’d be involved as I am now?” She laughed, and responded
“never in a million years because you’ve always been a Wandering
Jew”.
I feel inspired, motivated and encouraged to continue to explore what it
truly means to be Jewish. I’ve been on a spiritual journey most of my
life but I now embrace Judaism with love, honor and pride. I have Rabbi Yaffe, Cantor Shron and my extended family to thank for the positive impact they made in my life. I’ll always be a work in progress but
this Wandering Jew is happy because I have finally arrived home.

Marriage
Sex, Relationships and
Single Jews
New students are always welcome!
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Israel—We Were There!
May 26 to June 9, 2013

Turn the page and let us share our experience with you!
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Israel—A Place Like No Other

Israel

by Rabbi Gordon Yaffe
As a Congregational Rabbi, I can think of no greater privilege than to have
the opportunity to bring a group of people to Israel, to share my love of Israel
with the group, to facilitate spiritual experiences that are uniquely accessible
in Israel and, as our brochure advertised, to connect with the past, live in the
present and dream for the future together with members of our
congregation. On May 26, 2013, I was granted this privilege. Together with
thirteen members of our congregation and the nephew of one of our members,
we embarked on a two week journey to Israel that strengthened our bond to
each other and our connection to Israel, the homeland of our people.

By Bernie and Jerri Cohen
Israel – The Land of Milk and Honey
We came to learn – We learned to appreciate.
We came to grow – We grew to love.
We came to experience Jewish Life – We experienced spirituality,
the country of our people, our ancestors – The Jewish People.

On Sunday, September 15, as part of our annual Pledge Breakfast, we will
be presenting a slide show of our pictures and sharing with the congregation
some reflections upon our trip. In the limited space that remains below, I
would like to take this opportunity to share a few highlights of our
experience with you.

We learned – History of Israel – from Abraham to the present day The beauty and richness that our people created from nothing The forests, the vegetable fields, the sprawling villages and cities—
We met the people and learned of their lives.

Upon checking into our hotel in Tel Aviv, I seized the opportunity to do my
favorite leisure time activity in my favorite place in the world. I went body
surfing in the waves of the Mediterranean Sea in Israel.

We grew – To love and appreciate our Jewish homeland, Israel, with
her arms stretched open to all Jewish people.

While in Tel Aviv, at the Hall of Independence, we learned that the meeting
during which the State of Israel declared it’s independence took 35 minutes
on a Friday afternoon before Shabbat. We all began to wonder about all of
the synagogue meetings that take 2 to 3 hours during which not a lot gets
accomplished. While at the Ayalon Institute in Rehovot, we learned that the
concrete building which housed the secret underground ammunition factory
that supplied all of the ammunition for the War of Independence, was built
in no more than three weeks. We all began to think about all of the building
and renovation projects that seem to take forever! We watched a movie
during which we marveled at how the sand dunes that defined Tel Aviv at
the beginning of the 20th century had been turned into a beautiful
residential neighborhood with a coffee kiosk that is still serving the
residents and guests of this neighborhood today. Nearby, at a beautifully
renovated cultural center, with a history too complicated and detailed for
this article, we saw one of the finest examples of how vision, mission,
perseverance and hard work can transform neglect, destruction and moral
decay into a “center for Jewish Culture providing an exciting educational
alternative for the residents of Neve Zedek, Tel Aviv’s most trendy
neighborhood.” We emerged from the first few days of our trip feeling the
words of Theodore Herzl: Im tirtzu, ein zo aggadah, if there is a will then
whatever it is that you want will no longer be simply a story, but will
become a reality.

When no country wants us or needs us, Israel is there for us – She is
home
We experienced spirituality – Sharing religious moments with our
Israeli brethren Kaballat Shabbat at the Kotel –The joy, excitement
enveloped us—
Kaballat Shabbat in a local shul in Tzfat – throngs of Jews spilling out
into the street – the emotions were contagious – it was difficult to
leave
Israel – The Land of Milk and Honey
We came to learn, grow, to experience Jewish Life.
All expectations were exceeded –
The only question remains – When can we return?
A poem written in appreciation of Rabbi Gordon Yaffe for his tireless
efforts in making this Oakland Little Neck Jewish Center congregational trip to Israel possible. We thank him and the other members of
our congregation who shared this adventure for making it one of the
best experiences of our lives.

Some More Highlights
Walking through history in the tunnels and archaeological gardens adjacent to the Kotel
Welcoming Shabbat in the Old City of Jerusalem with singing, dancing and embracing of
Israeli soldiers in the midst of hundreds of Jews, from the ultra Orthodox to the Secular
to everyone in between, from all over the world
Celebrating the 40th anniversary of my Bar Mitzvah with young Israelis passionate in
their embrace of Jewish egalitarian religious life
Climbing Masada as the sun rose and floating in the Dead Sea
Exploring the political complexities of the West Bank
showing Hezbollah our “weapons” of a shovel and a kiwi plant as we planted the kiwi
next to the boarder of Lebanon at a kibbutz established by Holocaust survivors
Drinking Israeli beer outside of our cabins of the Kibbutz guest house in the Golan Heights
Learning from an artist steeped in Kabbalah in the mystical city of Sefat
Shopping for newly found treasures
Concluding Shabbat with singing, dancing and embracing of Israeli Marines.

As you can see, I have run out of space and I have just scratched the
surface. Please consider this column and the columns that follow to be a
preview of a full presentation that will take place at the Pledge Breakfast on
September 15. I hope you will join us and it will inspire you to make plans
for your next visit to Israel.

Israel—Thoughts from Nadine & Arthur Rose
After many years, too numerous to count, we finally returned to
Israel. We were amazed not only by the ancient sites and a
memorable night at the Western Wall, but the merging of the old
with the new. We were shown how Israel has become a leader in
the medical field as well as advanced technology. Listening to an
early pioneer in the field of cancer research was enlightening.
The green landscapes of the agricultural field were amazing as
they were surrounded by the barren landscape of the hostile
neighbors on all sides.
The true miracle of this ancient Jewish Homeland is her people.
The smiling faces of young soldiers and the joyous sounds of
children at play lift your spirit. The strength and courage of our
Israeli brothers and sisters is amazing!.
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OUR JOURNEY TO ISRAEL
by Marjorie Goldstein
On May 26, 15 of us embarked on a Journey to Israel, led by Rabbi Gordon Yaffe and Keshet tour guide, Dovid Solomon. We explored,
discovered, experienced, and immersed ourselves in the culture, history, beauty and the wonderment of Israel. Although many of us had been
to Israel before, this was an in-depth experience as we met individuals who made a difference in the lives of others, expressed through their
passion, love, and enthusiasm for Israel.
In Neve Tzedek, Tel Aviv, we met with Rabbi Roberto Arbib, born in Italy, who came to Israel in 1991, with a vision of expanding The
Schechter Center for Jewish Culture to include music, art, discussions, workshops and a café where spiritual and cultural growth would be
celebrated and enhanced. Rabbi Yaffe led us in a prayer service on the first floor, adorned with beautiful mosaic tiles, which is the Masorti
synagogue for the community. We toured the center which offers so much hope for people coming together to expand their creative interests.
You could feel the vibrancy of this center!
In the Old City of Jerusalem, we met our tour guide’s mother-in-law, a sophisticated woman from Boston, who made aliyah to Israel to be
with her daughter, son-in-law, and 7 grandchildren. As we sat in her home, beautifully decorated with paintings, wall hangings and photos of
her family, we listened to what her life is like as she volunteers on the Civilian Police force, responsible for doing the daily community
school security patrol, shops, cooks, meets with friends and family and lives in a part of the city which is so rich in history. At that moment
we were no longer tourists as we got a chance to imagine what life would be like if we lived in Israel.
At Mount Herzl Military Cemetery we learned of the death of
Michael Levin, a young man from Pennsylvania, who had it in his
heart to come to Israel, become a citizen, join the Army and
defend his new country. He was so eager to become involved and
had great support from his family in the U.S. In August 2006, as
he was in the front line combat unit in the Israel Defense Forces,
defending Israel against Hezbollah, he was killed. When his
parents came to Israel to bury him, they were worried and
concerned that no one would be there for the funeral, as his
family is in the U.S. 3000 Israelis came to the cemetery to honor
Michael, as he was a hero.
We met with Professor Gidi Gross, from Tel-Hai College, on
Israel’s Northern Border who continues to strive in his research to
cure Cancer. Another example of the perseverance, strength, and love of life as he continues to help people.
It’s impossible to talk about all of the individuals who touched and impacted our lives in this 2 week period. An individual who stood out
for me was Elaine Hoter, a mother, teacher, and wife, who invited us into her home in the Golan heights to tell us about her family and the
death of her 17 yr old son who was murdered in a terrorist attack in 2002. Subsequently she wrote a book, “My brother was….”, told through
the eyes of her youngest son, honoring the memory of Gabriel, and helping children and adults cope with the loss of a young family member.
We thanked her for sharing and opening her heart, as we learned about the vibrancy of her family before Gabriel’s death, their solemn life
after his death and then putting the pieces together to restore their family with pride and dignity.
Although Lenny and I had been to Israel 13 years ago to celebrate our daughters’ B’not Mitzvah, this trip had a number of new
experiences for us. It was fascinating to explore the Western Wall Tunnel, which is located under buildings of the Old City of Jerusalem. It
was an archeologist’s dream. We strolled and shopped in the arts and crafts fair in the Nachalat Benyamin neighborhood of Tel Aviv which
began our shopping experience. After a morning of touring we stopped for lunch at the Gush Etzion Winery which was a real treat. We
stayed at a Kibbutz for 2 nights in the Golan Heights which brought back fond memories of sleep away camp as we had our own cabins and
our neighbors were rabbits, cats, and peacocks, all living in harmony. We walked extensively throughout Israel, and I especially loved Zefat,
wandering through cobblestone streets, exploring art galleries, marveling at the hand made jewelry, visiting synagogues and staying in a 500
year old Inn. Throughout our trip we enjoyed each other’s company as we learned, ate, (had our daily dose of falafel and ice coffee) laughed,
sang, worshipped together and shared our stories.
There were plenty of emotional moments attached to our journey. For Lenny it was the two of us having an aliya to the Torah at
Robinson’s Arch which is along the Western Wall of the Temple Mount, as Rabbi Yaffe led us in prayer for a Shacharit Service. “How proud
I was to be there and to have an active role in the service.” For me, it was walking to the Kotel on the Sabbath with thousands of people and
dancing, singing, and praying with a spirited group of women who encouraged us to join them. On Shabbat morning we worshipped together
with members of a unique independent Egalitarian minyan in Jerusalem that was led mostly by women wearing Tallitot. At this minyan
Rabbi Yaffe celebrated the 40th anniversary of his becoming a Bar Mitzvah by receiving the Maftir Aliya and chanting the Haftorah. Yasher
Koach! We were then treated to a communal Kiddush where the people were so gracious and the food was delicious. We were made to feel
so comfortable!
At our elaborate dessert party on our last night we all shared our most memorable experiences and the commonality was the cohesiveness
of the group who started out as acquaintances and became friends. We thanked our leaders Rabbi Yaffe and Dovid Solomon for making this
such a worthwhile and special experience. We shared a bond which Page
will always
be remembered, strengthened by our love for Israel.
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About Our Trip To Israel
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Cohen

“I had a great time, and was in awe of how the land of
Israel developed, since I was last there 40 years ago.
Several spiritual events standout very vividly: when I
first approached the Western Wall, the Friday night at
the Wall, and saying Kaddish in a 1600 year old
synagogue.” ― Harold Cohen

“Nothing helps
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Susan Tobias

“Israel is a beautiful mosaic of contradictions, a prickly sweet amalgam where all Jews are welcomed and accepted
but others are kept at arms length, where green lines of trees outline communities of waste and poverty, where peace
is yearned for, but risk taking in the name of peace is avoided, where secular and Orthodox mix like oil and water,
each forming its own social layer, where white doves of peace are released at a Bar Mitzvah at the Western Wall as
soldiers with machine guns slung over their shoulders stroll by, where edicts of the League of Nations conflict with
those of the United Nations, where settlements settle nothing, where high tech companies and expensive new
apartments in Tel Aviv and Haifa contrast with the layers of history in Old Jerusalem. From the devastation of the Shoah, rises the promise that is Israel.” ―Martin Tobias
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MYTH:

Mercaz Israel Advocacy Conference
by Lisa Pollack
For two days, in the beginning of June, I had the opportunity to
participate in the MERCAZ-Israel Advocacy Training Conference that
was held in Southbury Connecticut. Attending this conference helped
me to learn the importance of being present and involved in the
support of religious pluralism in Israel and strengthening the
connection between Jews living in the diaspora and Israel. I learned
that voices of Israel Advocacy need to be heard in opposition to the
voices that condemn Israel, on a regular basis, in the media and
elsewhere throughout the world. I gained the tools to enable me to be
pro-active and productive in my own support of Israel and the Zionist
movement. I emerged from this conference with a passion for being
an Israel Advocate and making Israel Advocacy a priority for our synagogue.
I was honored to be among a group of more than 25 people including
prominent individuals such as Ambassadors, Israel Consulates to New
England and New York, Rabbis, MERCAZ leaders and
representatives from The Israel Project, StandWithUs, Friends of
Israel and CAMERA.
In addition to inspiring and informative
lectures, there were “Breakout” and “Workshop” sessions that were
dedicated to creating awareness about Israel, effective committee
building techniques, the importance of terminology, extensive use of
resources, creating positive publicity, researching and focusing on the
facts, distributing information, responding to the media, confronting
the difficult issues Israel faces on a daily basis, structuring programs,
letter writing campaigns and promoting peace between Israel and its
neighbors.
Attending this conference helped me to understand the importance of
MERCAZ, what it represents and how MERCAZ and Israel Advocacy
go hand in hand. MERCAZ is an organization that works to secure
important resources to further Masorti Judaism and religious pluralism
in Israel. Increased membership in MERCAZ translates into greater
voting clout in the international organizations that control funding
decisions in the Jewish world.
MERCAZ is the Hebrew word for “center”. It is also an acronym
composed of the starting consonants in the words Movement to
Reaffirm Conservative Zionism”. Israel Advocacy is about
empowering our community to take action for the benefit of Israel.
We must spread the word about how a strong U.S.-Israel relationship
benefits both nations. By having a strong, knowledgeable, and active
Israel Advocacy Committee, we can get the message out with
powerful communication and programming.

The Balfour Declaration
did not give Jews
the right to a homeland
in Palestine.

FACT:
In 1917, Britain issued this Balfour Declaration:
His Majesty's Government views with favor the
establishment in Palestine of a national home for the
Jewish people, and will use its best endeavors to
facilitate the achievement of the object, it being clearly understood that nothing shall be done which may
prejudice the civil and religious rights of existing nonJewish communities in Palestine or the rights and
political status enjoyed by Jews in any other country.
The Mandate for Palestine included the Balfour
Declaration. It specifically referred to "the historical
connections of the Jewish people with Palestine" and
to the moral validity of "reconstituting their national
home in that country". The term "reconstituting"
shows recognition of the fact that Palestine had been
the Jews' home. Furthermore, the British were
instructed to "use their best endeavors to facilitate"
Jewish immigration, to encourage settlement on the
land and to "secure" the Jewish National Home. The
word "Arab" does not appear in the Mandatory award.
The Mandate was formalized by the 52 governments
at the League of Nations on July 24, 1922.

Sisterhood Foster Child Program
By Alyce Drabkin, Chairperson

Too often, people conjure up negative stereotyped images of Israel
advocates. Many are accused of arguing with speakers and student
activists. That couldn’t be further from the truth. Instead of shouting
down detractors, Israel advocates are focusing on peer outreach,
researching the facts, distributing information and spreading a
proactive message. They are working together, engaging in respectful
dialogue, educating others and engaging with Israel as a way to
express their values, as an opportunity to gain knowledge and to
connect with peers.

We’re pleased to announce, because of the
generous response to our appeal, not only
have we contributed to the well being of a
child at the Neve Chanah School for children
of dysfunctional families in Israel, but we
have also been able to contribute funds for a
partial scholarship at the Samuel Field Y for
a needy and deserving youngster for the
Summer Camp.

As a new Israel Advocate, I was genuinely inspired, educated,
motivated and empowered by the entire experience. I’m excited about
my involvement and doing my part. I highly encourage those who
haven’t joined or supported MERCAZ and Israel Advocacy to
reconsider becoming a member because every individual can
contribute to the betterment of Israel and the entire world.

Before the year 5773 comes to an end, you
still have time to contribute to this worthy
cause and help to make a difference in the
lives of children who are in need. Send your
contribution to the Synagogue Office today!
Thank you.
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August 2013
SUN

MON

TUE

WED

THU
1
10:00 a.m.
Beginners Hebrew

FRI
2

Haftorah: Mark Altheim

Kabbalat Shabbat Service
7:30 pm

Morning Minyan
8:45 am

5
Rummage Setup

11 pm-3 pm
7:30 pm—9:30 pm

12
9:30 a.m.
Beginners Hebrew

Rummage Sale!

Rummage Sale

10 am-4 pm

Bag Day
10 am-4 pm

Morning Minyan
8:45 am

25
Morning Minyan
8:45 am

11:00 am Adult Ed
The Observant Life

Rummage Setup

Morning Minyan
8:45 am

18

7

Morning Minyan 6:30am
9:30 a.m.
Beginners Hebrew

11 pm-3 pm
7:30 pm—9:30 pm

11

6

Membership Committee
Meeting 8pm

Rummage Setup
11 pm-3 pm
7:30 pm—9:30 pm

HH Choir Rehearsal
8pm

13

14

Morning Minyan 6:30am

10:00 a.m.
Beginners Hebrew

Rummage Setup

10
Shabbat Shacharit 9:00 am

10 am-12 Noon

11:00 a.m.
Intermediate Hebrew

11 pm-3 pm
7:30 pm—9:30 pm

Kabbalat Shabbat Service
7:30 pm

Mincha/Maariv/Havdalah
7:30 pm

16

17
Shabbat Shacharit 9:00 am

10:00 a.m.
Beginners Hebrew

Lunch & Learn 11:30 am

11:00 a.m.
Intermediate Hebrew
Rel. School Curriculum
Committee Meeting
7:30pm

19

20

21

Morning Minyan 6:30am

11:00 am Adult Ed
The Observant Life

7:30 pm

Mincha/Maariv/Havdalah
7:15 pm

23

24
Shabbat Morning Experience

10:00 a.m.
Beginners Hebrew

Breakfast, Schmoozing,
Learning 9:00am
Shacharit 10 am
Torah Service/Musaf
10:30 am
Haftorah: Joan Kase

11:00 a.m.
Intermediate Hebrew

Sisterhood Book Club
7:30 pm at Elane Berk’s

Kabbalat Shabbat Service
Celebrating Birthdays &
Anniversaries 7:30 pm

Mincha/Maariv/Havdalah
7:00 pm

28

29

30

31

11:00 am Adult Ed
The Observant Life

10:00 a.m.
Beginners Hebrew

HH Choir Rehearsal
8pm

Rel. School Curriculum

27
Morning Minyan 6:30am

HH Choir Rehearsal
8pm

Kabbalat Shabbat Service

22

OLNJC Helps With Back
Packs for Success
10:30am to 1pm

9:30 a.m.
Beginners Hebrew

9

15

11:00 am Adult Ed
The Observant Life

HH Choir Rehearsal
8pm

26

8

Mincha/Maariv/Havdalah
7:30pm

Rummage Setup
Rel. School Curriculum
Committee Meeting
7:30pm

Tikkun Olam
Committee Meeting
6:30 pm

9:30 a.m.
Beginners Hebrew

3
Shabbat Shacharit 9:00 am

11:00 a.m.
Intermediate Hebrew

4

SAT

Shabbat Shacharit 9:00 am
Haftorah: Chuck Wayne

11:00 a.m.
Intermediate Hebrew

Rel. School Curriculum
Committee Meeting
7:30pm
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Mincha/Maariv/Havdalah
7:00 pm
Kabbalat Shabbat Service
7:30 pm

Selichot Program & Service
8:30

Donations (May 30 - July 23, 2013)
General Donations

Sanctuary Cards Continued

In gratitude for God’s answer to a prayer
by Marcella and Gerald Leavitt
In appreciation of Rabbi Yaffe’s comfort following the loss of
her beloved brother Samuel Lerner
by Sarah Schreiber
General Contribution
by Dorothy Hirsch
by Jeanette Brenner

In Honor of:
Barbara and Joseph Flamm’s 60th Wedding Anniversary
by Ilse and Gary Holz
The Gold Family for their son Brandon’s Graduation
by Elyse Clair
College Graduation of Neal Yaffe, son of Rabbi Gordon & Carrie Yaffe
by Elyse Clair and Ron Cohen
Bar Mitzvah of Simcha Shron, son of Cantor Josh & Mairov Shron
by Elyse Clair and Ron Cohen

In Memory of:

Anna Zarrella beloved mother of Vivian Robert
by Julie and Steve Aronowitz
Shavuot Yizkor Donation
by Rose Welfeld
Marty Wank, father of Jeri Alper
by Debbie and Richard Sosman
Sylvia Kossin, beloved grandmother of Natalie Mashaal
by Debbie and Richard Sosman and Family
Roz Horowitz, beloved mother of Sherry Harnick
by Debbie and Richard Sosman and Family
Leslie Klein, beloved father of Georg Klein
by George and Leslie Klein
Marvin Besunder, beloved father of Leslie Klein
by Leslie and George Klein
Abraham Isaiah Roiter beloved father of Rose Welfeld
by Rose Welfeld
Dr, Paul S. Kaufman beloved father of Stacy Hoffman

Get Well Wishes for:
Lysa Lopater and Gary Holz
by Esther and Don Forman

Shavuot Yizkor
By Fran and Joel Goldstein

Rabbi’s Discretionary Fund

by Roni and Steven Glaser
In Honor of:
College graduation of Alyssa Garfinkel, daughter of Shari & Neil Garfinkel
by Julie and Steve Aronowitz
Corinne and Mark Weisberg’s son Ben’s engagement to Lauryn Slotnick
by Corinne and Mark Weisberg
Graduation from Downstate Medical School of Jonathan Silver, Grandson of Ann Baum
by Ann Baum and Family
Graduation from Bayside High School of David Baum, grandson of Ann Baum
by Ann Baum and Family
Mel Rattien’s 80th Birthday
by Nadine and Eugene Rattien
by Joe, Jenn and Jillian Rattien
Emma Sophie Schreiber’s baby naming
by parents Ilena and Matthew Schreiber
Patti & Larry Unger’s daughter Sarah’s engagement to Marcel Benjamin
by Marjorie, Lenny, Hillary & Melissa Goldstein
Lysa Lopater chanting the Haftorah
By Lesley and Bob Stern

Sanctuary Cards
In Memory of:
Sarah Samuels, beloved mother of Judy Samuels
by Ilse and Gary Holz
Jerry Kupfer, beloved father of Rochelle Mandel
by Rose Welfeld
The beloved father of Jennifer Kirsh
by Elyse Clair
Beatrice Cohen, beloved mother of Helene Schoenholt
by Phyllis Alperstein
by Barbara and Joseph Flamm
by Lillian Resnick
by Ilse and Gary Holz

In appreciation for the Mi Sheberachs requested
by Laura Greenblatt and Alan Fein
by Phyllis Alperstein
In appreciation of Rabbi Yaffe’s source of comfort following the
loss of her beloved mother, Sarah Samuels
by Judy Samuels
In honor of the baby naming of their granddaughter,
Emma Sophie Schreiber
by Gail and Matthew Ray
In honor of Cantor Julian Raber’s 80th Birthday
by Amy, Howie, Martha, Steven & Bobby Friedner

Chumash
In Memory of:
Abby Jacknowitz, beloved daughter of Julie and Mel Jacknowitz
by Madeleine Belonsky

Torah Repair Fund
In Honor of:
Amy and Ken Kahaner’s daughter Lauren’s marriage to Scott Konezny
by Laura Greenblatt and Alan Fein
The Bar Mitzvah and Speedy Recovery of Simcha Shron,
son of Cantor Joshua and Mairov Shron
by Laura Greenblatt and Alan Fein
In Memory of:
Sarah Samuels, beloved mother of Judy Samuels
by Laura Greenblatt and Alan Fein

Special Gifts
In Memory of:
Beatrice Cohen beloved mother of Helene Schoenholt
by Esther and Don Forman
by Carolyn and Neil Berman
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We gratefully acknowledge the following
Yahrzeit Donations in memory of:

Yahrzeit Donations
Continued

Meyer Ornstein by David Ornstein
Shavuot Yizkor by Nathalie Kemp
Harry B. Stein by Nina Stein Wolf
Beatrice Jackel by Esta and Steve Heitner
Hyman Heitner by Esta and Steve Heitner
Annabelle Drazin by Mady and Jay Chudnoff
Lee Rosenberg Burrows by Carrolyn Berman
Robert Schechter by Gail Laufer
Sylvia Mason by Sheila Mittler
Hy Leder by Malvina Leder, Elyse Clair and Ron Cohen
Rose Goldinger by Malvina Leder, Elyse Clair and Ron Cohen
Arthur M. Kirschner by Barbara Heidecker
Rita Velleman by Mickey and Charles Feldman
Isaac Alwadish by Randi and David Alwadish
Juliet Stein by Nina and Irwin Wolf
Ruth Hoffer by Ann and Mark Hoffer
Milton Lewis by Joan and Ira Levine
Arthur Spilkevitz by Harriet Spilkevitz
George Harkavy by Miriam Harkavy
Charles Wirchin by Miriam Harkavy
Jennie Mund by Barbara Teetenbaum
Hyman Leder by Malvina Leder
Rose Goldinger by Malvina Leder
Sam Goldinger by Malvina Leder
Jack Silverman by Suzanne Cohen
Lawrence Kaplan by Gale Kaplan
Paul Weiss by Estelle Weiss and Rachel Fener
Jack Shar by Nanon Shar and Vivienne and Philip Lifsitz
Rose Markovitz by Deanne Raffel
Benjamin Geigerman by Diane and Mitchell Stein
Henrietta Whitehill by Ann Baum and Family
David Baum by Ann Baum and Family
Harry Willner by Lester Willner
Dorothy Goldstein by Diane Stein
Rose Kaplowitz by Nadine Rattien
Harry Michelson by Lois Wirtheim
Ida Glitzhandler by Stephen Kanfer
Sonia Fenster by Marian Fenster and Israela Metzger
Blossom Wasserman by Fred Wasserman
Willy Stein by Carol Jahre
Isaac Goldman by Elayne Siegelman
Louis Zimmerman by Morris and Mina Zimmerman
Mark Kaufman by Lynne Shulman
Pauline Drabkin by Mr. and Mrs. Lawrence Tetenbaum
Alvin Simon by Mitchell Simon and Family
Kermit Hirsch by Dorothy Hirsch
Tillie Simon by Dorothy Hirsch
David Girard by Denise Greenberg
Mendel Hockstein by Ray Hockstein
Rose Fagel Jacobson by Ray Hockstein
Ben Friedman by Ted and Iris Friedman
Alter Yust by Bobby Dor
Eugene Ferkauf by Bobby Dor
Jay Elliot Welfeld by Rose Welfeld
Peppi Kaplan by Gale Kaplan
Jack Hellman by Ron, Renee and Barbara
David Mason by Sheila Mittler
Jay Welfeld by Arlene Cohen
Alvin M. Simon by Rhoda Simon and Family
Phyllis Launer by Nancy Robbins
Maury Singer by Eileen Singer
Isaac Michael Grusd by Neville and Velma Grusd and Family

Gussie Zeltner by Esther Orner
Alvin Simon by Fran Simon
Esther Raber by Cantor Julian Raber
Eli Neuman by Violet Pollack
Anna Neuman by Violet Pollack
Mamie Leon by Dr. & Mrs. Lawrence J. Kaplan
Bernhard Leon by Dr. & Mrs. Lawrence J. Kaplan
Harris Kaplan by Dr. & Mrs. Lawrence J. Kaplan
Estelle Kaplan by Dr. & Mrs. Lawrence J. Kaplan
Estelle Kaplan by Dr. & Mrs. Lawrence J. Kaplan
Louis Simon by Dorene Hirsch
Maury Singer by Scott, Dawn, Rebecca & Brianna Singer
Rose Greenberg by Sheldon Greenberg
Murray Roberts by The Roberts Family
Theodore Pines by Harriet Spilkevitz
Nettie Moscovitz by Ethel Cooper
Louis Moscovitz by Ethel Cooper
Rosa Osman by Franklin Osman
Benjamin Kessel by Velma and Neville Grusd and Family
Rose Heyman by Ruth Heyman
Rose Stein by Mitchell Stein
Herbert Harkavy by Miriam Harkavy
Sol (Si) Drabkin by Alyce Drabkin

Baruch Dayan Emet
We extend condolences to:
Helene Schoenholt on the loss
of her beloved mother
Beatrice Cohen.
Stacy Hoffman on the loss
of her beloved father
Dr. Paul S. Kaufman
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Thank you!
I Would like to Extend
My Gratitude And Appreciation To
Rabbi Yaffe, Cantor Shron,
The Staff, Committees
And Congregants For making
my first year as the copy editor
of Temple Talk a fabulous
experience. It has been inspiring,
joyous, educational and an honor.
Everyone Has Made A Difference.
I Look Forward To Our Future
And Every Simcha Of
Congregation L’Dor V’Dor.
L’ Shalom,
Lisa M. Pollack

Space Available...
Advertise here!
Contact our
main office at
718.224.0404
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at 718-224-0404 or e-mail us at: templetalk@lnjc.org.

The High Holiday Season Begins!
Saturday, August 31
Join us as we host our friends and neighbors of the Marathon
Jewish Center for the conclusion of Shabbat, a light meal, a
movie, discussion, dessert and Selichot Services.

7:00 p.m.

Mincha

7:45 p.m.

Seudah Shlisheet

8:15 p.m.

Maariv/Havdalah

8:30 p.m.

Movie (TBA)
Followed by Discussion,
Coffee & Dessert

11:00 p.m.

Selichot Services

Hebrew
The Language of Our People

Make it Yours!

If you have never learned the Aleph Bet and would like
to be empowered to become an active participant in
services without transliteration or relying on
memorization of the prayers, call the synagogue office
today to let us know what day and what time of day
(in the fall) would be good for you to:

Learn to Read Hebrew
Call the synagogue office today!
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Article courtesy of The Israel Advocacy Committee
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